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LESSON PLANS (Student Handout 4 of 4) 

Title: EU Climate Change Policy 

 

Section 4- Strategy: EU Member States + Canada 

While the EU has a very complex and ambitious set of goals for combating climate change, the EU is in 

itself not a state, but a collection of states, which are bound together by treaties. The EU as a whole 

does not have control over individual states’ domestic policies, even in climate change regulations.  

This section looks at different countries within the EU: Germany, the UK, and Denmark. All three 

countries are members of the EU, yet all three have different climate goals which employ different 

strategies for dealing with energy and climate change. 

Keep in mind different factors when analyzing why a certain country would enact certain energy and 

climate policies such as: population size, geography, natural resources, history, and socio-economic 

ideology. 

At the end, you can compare the three countries’ characteristics and goals to those of Canada, noting 

any similarities and differences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eulearning.ca/
http://www.carleton.ca/ces
http://labs.carleton.ca/canadaeurope
mailto:ces@carleton.ca


  Developed by EU Learning, www.EULearning.ca 

Germany  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Germany, the current energy policy is called Energiewende” or “Energy Change” 

Started in 1970s with the anti-nuclear movement, 370,000 jobs have been created in the renewable 

market. 

Reasons for “Energiewende” 

- Fight climate change (invest in Green Energy) 

-  

- 

- 

- 

 

 

Implementation 

- Consumers can now become energy producers (solar panels on their house can be sold back to the 

grid) 

- 

- 

- 

Goal: Mandatory 80% cuts in emissions by 20501 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Government of Germany. German Energy Transition. 2015. http://energytransition.de/ (accessed 03 20, 2016). 
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UK 

 

The UK looks to work with the private sector and government to reduce GHG emissions. 

Domestic Goals:  

- eliminate coal-fired power stations by 2025 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

Implementation: 

- Adaptation sub-committee helps and recommends policy for the UK government as well as private 

businesses to curb emissions 

- 

- 

 

Bonus:  

 

How will the Brexit potentially affect the UK-EU climate deal?  

 

 

What if Scotland were to declare independence? (Hint: resources) 
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Denmark 

 

Denmark has the most ambitious green energy plan of any European Nation. 

 

Domestic Goals:  

-2020, 50% of electricity supplied by wind power 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Implementation:  

- Heavy wind and solar power investment 

- 

- 

 

Bonus: What role does geography play in Denmark’s ability to go green? 
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Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

Home sweet home! 

Domestic Plan: 

- Markets determine Canada’s energy policies by facilitating competition through supply and demand 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

Provincial and International Agreements: 

Western Accord: 

 

Atlantic Accord: 

 

NAFTA: 

 

Bonus: What is the Keystone XL pipeline?  
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Section 4 Video 

Power Play Germany: Presented by Journeyman Pictures 

 

Section 4 Key Terms:  

 

NAFTA  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Housing/Community Grants  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Energy Security 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ec_D0_YwH8A
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Section 4 Activity: 

Separate the classroom into four groups. Each group will represent the UK, Danish, and German, 

Canadian government.  

Unlike section 3 where your goal was to come up with a collective plan to fight climate change, for this 

section your plan will be strictly domestic (your own country). 

Come up with your own countries’ plan to tackle climate change. 

Factors to consider: 

- Geography 

- Natural resources (or lack thereof) 

- Security concerns 

- Total population 

- Political situation (current government in power) 

Present your plan to the class and explain the following: 

- Core principles (what strategy will you use?) 

- Length of the plan? 

- Total investment - i.e.: How are you going to pay for the plan – tax, private investment, and/or 

public investment (think of the public mood in each country and what they would 

accept/decline) 

- Explain the economic benefits of the plan - why and how will your plan work when sustaining 

GDP growth? 

- Explain the environmental benefits of your plan 

- Why does the plan work for your country, considering its geography, population, public opinion, 

etc. 

After the three presentations, have a class discussion on the positives and negatives of each plan. 

Compare and contrast the three European countries with Canada. What challenges does Canada face 

that Europe does not, and vice-versa?  

If you have extra time, discuss what the Trudeau government may want to adopt from European 

nations? What would Canada not be willing to adopt? 

 

 

 


