Many scholars, politicians, and critics have questioned the use of referendums in making major
political decisions. They argue that an important choice such as whether or not to leave the EU
should not be up to the general population. Especially with rising allegations that Russian
hackers spread misinformation about the Brexit campaign, some have called for the referendum
result to be cancelled or for a new vote to take place so that citizens can make a more informed
decision. However, others argue that the referendum was promised to be legally binding and to
ignore it would be to undermine democracy. In addition, negotiations have already been
concluded in some respects and a date for the UK to leave has been set; it would be difficult to
convince the EU to reverse all its preparations for the UK to leave the union.

1. Based on this, do you think that the Brexit referendum should be honoured or not? Why?

2. Are referendums a good way to make important political decisions? Why or why not?

3. Referendums are on the rise in Europe and around the world. What benefits do these
governments see in referendums? What are some drawbacks?




