
Centre for Holocaust Education and Scholarship

Words 
from the 
Director

Building on the well-attended events 
of the 2018 Holocaust Education Month 
(HEM), the winter of 2019 saw the CHES 
committee hard at work planning ac-
tivities and programs to take place in the 
coming months as well as preparing for 
HEM 2019.

HEM 2018 commemorating the 80th 
anniversary of Kristallnacht, the Night of 
Broken Glass,  was attended by over 600 
people, including many dignitaries. The 
launch event was a remarkable, stimu-
lating, and thought-provoking evening. 
Virtuoso violinist Niv Ashkenazi’s playing 
on the Violin of Hope was very special and 
touched everyone in the audience. The 
lecture by Dr. Michael Berenbaum was 
exceptionally good as were the closing 
remarks by Prof. Irwin Cotler of the Raoul 
Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights. 
To listen to Dr. Berenbaum’ s lecture and 
Niv’s recital, please visit https://carleton.
ca/ches/videos/ 

Mina Cohn

“HOLOCAUST 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
AWARENESS SURVEY”

On January 27th, the eve of International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, the 
Holocaust Knowledge and Awareness 
Survey, conducted by the Conference on 
Jewish Material Claims Against Germany 
(Claims Conference, http://www.claimscon.
org/ ) in partnership with the Azrieli 
Foundation, was made public. According 
to this study, most adults in Canada are 
uninformed or misinformed about the 
Holocaust. 

“Clearly there are holes in our education 
system that must be filled, because as 
it stands now, we are not preparing the 
next generation to learn from the past,” 
said Naomi Azrieli, Chair of the Azrieli 
Foundation. The study provides important 
information at a time when overt anti-
Semitism is surging worldwide.  

How could this have happened? 
Teaching the Holocaust is not easy given 

the tremendous scale of the subject. Where 
does a teacher start if they have never had 
any training? In every other subject, a 
teacher has access to enrichment through 
university programs or professional 
development days. This is not the case, 
unfortunately, when it comes to the topic 
of the Holocaust. Additionally, in Ontario, 
the Holocaust is addressed within the WW 
II curriculum. It is left to the teachers’ 
discretion to decide how much time they 
will dedicate to teaching the Holocaust. 
Is it going to be one lesson, three, four? 
Given the scope of the topic, and lacking 
training, some teachers opt to show a 
movie rather than teach. Even before it 
was formally established, the founders of 
The Centre for Holocaust Education and 
Scholarship (CHES) recognized the need 
to provide enrichment for educators about 
the Holocaust. Three years later, we know 
that CHES’ work is making a difference in 
Ottawa.

“The Holocaust calls into question 
our most basic assumptions about 
human nature, modern society, social 
responsibility, and global citizenship. The 
study of the Holocaust assists students 
in developing an understanding of the 
ramifications of prejudice, racism and 
stereotyping in any society. It helps 
students develop an awareness of the value 
of pluralism and encourages tolerance 
of diversity in a multicultural society.” – 
“Teaching About the Holocaust: A Resource 
for Educators” (United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum).

From the beginning, enrichment in 
Holocaust education has been an essential 
component of the CHES mandate. 
CHES continues to develop meaningful 
workshops for educators in our city 
that provide hands-on lesson plans. We 
are committed to providing Holocaust 
resources that empower local teachers 
and enable positive learning outcomes. 
Our Speakers’ Bureau alone has reached 
over 3250 students since January. The 
number of teachers attending the HEM 
workshop is steadily increasing, attracting 
100 participants this year. Once trained, 
each teacher with access to 120 students 
per semester affects an additional 12,000 
students a year, potentially using the 
skills they gained to also reach future 
generations of students. 

Through its ongoing efforts, CHES is 
meeting a critical need in Ottawa and is 
looking to support any new educational 
initiatives springing out of the study 
published by the Claims Conference and 
the Azrieli Foundation. 

Yashar Koach to our devoted committee 
for their dedication and hard work.  
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A thank-you letter sent to Dr. Naomi Azrieli, January 2019, upon 
release of the Holocaust Knowledge and Awareness Survey

Dear Dr.Azrieli:
We at the Centre for Holocaust 

Education and Scholarship wish to offer 
our deepest thanks to you for initiating 
and publishing the critically important 
Holocaust Knowledge and Awareness 
Survey of adults in Canada. 

Release of the study, described so elo-
quently in your recent Globe and Mail 
article entitled “To combat Holocaust 
ignorance, we must empower teachers”, 
is particularly timely given the increasing 
number of anti-Semitic incidents in our 
country and the growing atmosphere of 
hatred in many parts of the world.

It is galling that “52 per cent of millen-
nials in Canada cannot name even one 
concentration camp or ghetto and 62 

per cent …did not know that six million 
Jews died in the Holocaust.” Your article 
brings much-needed attention to the 
worrisome lack of public awareness of 
this most terrible tragedy. Knowledge, 
as the study so clearly illustrates, is a 
powerful tool if anti-Semitism is ever to 
be defeated. 

And of course, the timing of the release 
of the study is significant, coinciding 
as it did with International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day last Sunday. In 
Ottawa, a chilling feature of that event 
was the unveiling of Statistics, Media 
and Organizations of Jewry in the 
United States and Canada, acquired re-
cently by Library and Archives Canada. 
Tables in the book make painfully clear 

One teacher at a time can make a difference 

Irving Osterer, a teacher 
at Merivale High School, 
worked with his students 
and residents of Stirling 
Park Lodge who are sur-
vivors to create three We 
Remember Posters. The 
posters were designed by 
the students after they met 
the survivors. They were 
shared on social media 
and were displayed on 
the screen at Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp on 
Holocaust International 
Memorial Day. Yashar 
Koach, Irving! #WeRemember poster on display in Auschwitz by Masha Ogloblina, a student at Merivale High School

the fate that awaited Jews had the Nazis 
reached our shores. 

We are so grateful to the Azrieli 
Foundation for recognizing the need 
for the study, for supporting it, and for 
publishing it. It reflects the Foundation’s 
commitment to Holocaust Education, 
and it empowers our work, in particu-
lar our teachers’ workshops during 
Holocaust Education Month and our on-
going Speakers’ Bureau. 

As well, we thank you person-
ally for your steadfast commitment to 
Holocaust Education through the Azrieli 
Foundation. Your work is an inspiration 
to all of us at CHES.

Sincerely, 
Mina Cohn

A #WERememberproject
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Teaching 
Holocaust 
Education
CIJA’S Grassroots 
Consultation

Muriel Korngold Wexler

Every year, Canada Jewish and Israel 
Affairs (CIJA) invites community 
members to participate in Grassroots 
Consultation sessions across Canada. The 
sessions provide participants with the 
opportunity to ask questions, share their 
ideas and concerns, and shape CIJA’s ad-
vocacy efforts for the year ahead. There is 
a strong interest in two areas:

 � Countering Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (B.D.S.) and anti-Zionism

 � Combatting anti-Semitism
As you will read below, CHES is hard 

at work helping students in Ottawa to 
understand the dangers that arise from 
racism, prejudice, and anti-Semitism. 
Moral courage and tolerance are also 
important lessons shared with students. 
For its important work as a volunteer-
driven organization, CHES merits 
recognition from all Jewish organizations 
in our city.

In the current world climate of rising 
intolerance and violence, the Holocaust’s 
universal lessons regarding the importance 
of standing up against hatred and 
discrimination are more crucial than ever.

CHES is pleased to promote the 
Ambassadors of Change Program 2019 to 
Ottawa schools with Montreal and Toronto 
schools being supported by Yad Vashem. 
CHES is also paying for the transportation 
of 10 students and a teacher from Kingston 
to attend the Ottawa program, which is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 7th at 12:00 
pm at the National Arts Centre: http://
yadvashem.ca/ambassadors-of-change/ . 

The Ambassadors of Change brings 

CHES is fulfilling its mandate regarding 
Holocaust Education
Canadian Society for Canadian Society for Yad Vashem 
and its Ambassadors of Change Program 2019 

Dora Goldman presenting her story of survival to Students at the Ambassadors of 
Change Program

2019 Ambassadors of Change Program, 
Ottawa students discussing the 
importance of Holocaust education

together Grade 11 high school students to 
hear the experiences of survivors during 
and after World War II. Accompanied by 
their teachers, students share ideas about 
the dangers of unchecked intolerance in 
a multicultural society and the world at 
large. They are invited to propose steps 
they can take to promote tolerance and 
understanding in their own communities 
and to define their own roles as responsible 
Canadian citizens. This year the number 
of Ottawa participants increased to 75 out 
of a total of 150 students. For the first time, 
the Ottawa group included 10 students 
from Kingston. Most of the survivors 
participating in the program are from 
Ottawa.

Please share your Jewish Studies news about publications (articles and books), events (on campus and in the community), 
courses, etc. The newsletter is published every early fall with a supplement in early winter when warranted. Send your information 
to jewish.studies@carleton.ca at any time and it will be included immediately on our web site and in the next issue.

Sheila Hurtig Robertson
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Library and Archives Canada acquired a new book which reveal Nazi ambition for the 
Holocaust in Canada and USA Picture by Ashley Fraser/Postmedia

In addition to offering our own Teachers’ 
Workshop during HEM in the fall, 

CHES was very pleased to once more offer 
a workshop this spring for the Ottawa 
District School Board 2019 city-wide 
Professional Development Day for social 
science teachers. The workshop was 
scheduled for April 12th and took place at 
Canterbury High School. 

A joint project of CHES and the Azrieli 
Foundation, the workshop, entitled 

Sheila Hurtig Robertson 

On January 27th, Library and Archives 
Canada was the scene of Ottawa’s well-

attended, incredibly moving, and superbly 
organized commemoration of International 
Remembrance Day. The room was full to 
capacity despite record-breaking cold and 
biting winds. The event was a collabora-
tion between CHES, The Ottawa Jewish 
Federation, CIJA, The Wallenberg Citation 
Initiative, and Library and Archives 
Canada (LAC).  The audience included lo-
cal survivors as well as various embassies’ 
representatives.

Neilah Shapiro and Anne Khazzam, alum-
nae students of the March of the Living 
Canada, emceed, and Dani Taylor, also a 
participant in the March, sang O Canada. Eli 
Rubenstein, National Director of the March, 
delivered a lecture about the Holocaust and 
how to respond to hatred without losing our 
humanity. Musical interludes were provided 
by Ralitsa Tcholakova, an internationally 
known, Ottawa-based violin and viola player. 

A special feature of the program was the 
presentation of an acquisition by LAC entitled 
Statistics, Media, and Organizations of Jewry 
in the United States and Canada, compiled 
in 1944 by German linguist Heinz Kloss and 
found in the personal library of Adolf Hitler. 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
Featured a Unique Acquisition

The book reveals Hitler’s global ambitions 
and makes painfully clear the fate that await-
ed Jews had the Nazis reached our shores.  

Annette Wildgoose, a CHES committee 
member, said the book is important “because 
it clearly identifies that Hitler had a Final 
Solution Plan for North America. It comes 
close to our shores and breaks the myth that 
the Holocaust was only Europe’s problem.”

Members of the audience participated in the 
“We Remember” campaign and a group photo 

was distributed through social media and 
projected at Auschwitz. 

Read the complete article by Sheila 
Hurtig Robertson:  https://cija.
ca/a-timely-and-poignant-event/

Read Kelly Egan’s article: https://ottawaciti-
zen.com/news/local-news/holocaust-remem-
brance-cast-against-hitler-plan-to-purge-
canadian-jews. 

Listen to CBC’s All in A Day segment with 
Allan Neil (https://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/
all-in-a-day/segment/15665686)

“Hidden Children, Identity and the 
Holocaust: Surviving in the Margin 
of the Catastrophe”, was presented by 
Stephanie Corazza, the foundation’s 
Academic and Education Initiatives of 
Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program. 
Teachers were immersed in an interactive 
experience that would help them deepen 
students’ understanding of important 
aspects of the Holocaust. The program 
includes many activities and small-group 

discussions on the concept of identity, 
primary source analysis, as well as on 
teaching skills relevant to developing 
a timeline, or completing a newspaper 
article assignment. 

Twenty-seven teachers representing 
fourteen high schools in the Ottawa-
Carleton district came together to learn 
about Holocaust Education. To learn more 
about CHES’ work in the schools, visit  
https://cija.ca/stand-up-to-injustice/

Expanding CHES’ outreach to more teachers: OCDSB PD Day
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Adam Friedman an MOL student from Sir Robert Borden HS interviewing Judy Young Drache a child survivor from Budapest, Hungary

March of the Living Project
Minda Chaikin

The March of Living (MOL) Alumni 
Holocaust Education project is a joint 

project of MOL Ottawa and CHES.
In November 2018, the students met 

with five Holocaust survivors from CHES’ 
Speakers’ Bureau whose testimonials 
were recorded by CHES (https://carleton.
ca/ches/ottawa-holocaust-survivors-
testimonials/ ). The idea was to interview 
the survivors, become familiar with their 
stories, and work together to prepare a 
presentation at the schools of the par-
ticipating students. The MOL students 
worked enthusiastically to develop the 
project. In addition to learning about the 
survivors by meeting them, interviewing 
them, and watching the CHES films, the 
students also arranged the scheduling of 
the survivor’s visits to their schools. In 
coordination with the school principals 
the students planned four classroom visits 
during the month of May. Each visit in-
cluded one survivor and an MOL student. 
During May, three visits took place at Sir 
Robert Borden High School and one at 
Nepean High School. The students will 
ultimately become their survivor’s voice by 
carrying on their story and sharing it with 
others.

Dear Adam and Rachel,
I would like to thank you very much for 

the opportunity to talk to Mrs. Leahy’s 
Grade 11 class on social justice on May 
13th. 

First I would like to congratulate you and 
Rachel  on the preparations you did for 
my visit (including having the class view 
my testimonial video beforehand) and for 
the extra mile you went by introducing 
me to the class and providing the students  
with a brief summary of the Holocaust in 
Hungary before the actual interview part. 

Your questions addressed to me were 
well prepared and related well to the story 
of my life. I hope the interview and my 
story may also help in furthering under-
standing and respect for difference and 

for the importance of knowing historical 
events accurately.

I am impressed by the range of classes to 
which you have been able to bring survi-
vors and hope you feel satisfied at having 
contributed in this way to education about 
the Holocaust. I am sure this is an impor-
tant new initiative flowing from the March 
of the Living Program. I wish you both 
good luck with this and other similar pro-
jects you may undertake in the future. 

With best wishes for an enjoyable sum-
mer holiday and continuing good work!

Kind regards,
Judy Young Drache
Ottawa
May 16th, 2019

14 Newsletter of the Zelikovitz Centre for Jewish Studies



Centre for Holocaust Education and Scholarship

Marion Silver 

On Sunday, February 10th, CHES 
in partnership with Temple Israel 

provided an Ottawa audience a unique 
opportunity to view the silent movie, “The 
Yellow Ticket”. The film was produced in 
Berlin in 1918 as Der Gelbe Schein and 
starred the femme fatale, Pola Negri. 

The movie describes the plight of a 
young Jewish woman who wishes to 
study medicine in St. Petersburg. Her only 
permitted means of travel in those days 
was with the infamous Yellow Ticket that 
required her to work as a prostitute and 
take up residence in a brothel.

The Yellow Ticket
‘The Yellow Ticket’ provides a rare 

opportunity to witness life in the Jewish 
neighbourhood of Warsaw which 
doubled for St. Petersburg. This is the 
same neighbourhood that a few years 
later would become part of the infamous 
Warsaw Ghetto. The film captures a vital 
part of Jewish history that was doomed to 
be obliterated within a few short years.

Because of its sympathetic portrayal 
of Jewish life and its underlying theme 
of racial bigotry, Hitler ordered all 
productions of the film to be destroyed. 
However, miraculously, one copy survived 

in Amsterdam and was digitally restored 
in 2011. 

A highlight of the afternoon was the 
musical complement to the film. Klezmer 
violinist, Alicia Svigals, wrote the score for 
the film and she was accompanied by jazz 
pianist Marilyn Lerner. The audience was 
entranced by Svigal’s use of her voice in 
conveying the intensity of the drama.

Marion Silver introduced the movie on 
behalf of CHES and thanked the members 
of the CHES committee in attendance. She 
acknowledged the accomplishments of 
CHES over the past three years.

Membership on the 
CHES committee is 
open to new members. 
To support CHES please 
visit www.carleton.ca/
ches/donate-to-ches

Carleton University supports a program called The Futurefunder as an alternate funding 
source for many of its programs. 

The Zelikovitz Centre for Jewish Studies (ZC) is fortunate to have four of its program listed on 
The Futurefunders website futurefunder.carleton.ca

These are Study Israel 2018 course, Centre for Holocaust Education and Scholarship, the Max and 
Tessie Zelikovitz Centre for Jewish Studies, and Developing Future Leaders Internship program

Please note that Giving Tuesday is November 28, 2017

The university has made $250,000 in university matching funds available between 12:00AM- 
11:59 EST, while funds last. 

Each gift made through FutureFunder.ca will be matched, dollar-for-dollar (up to a maximum of 
$1,000, or until our goal is met). please support the ZC and extend the power of your donations 
by going online November 28 to make your donations.
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RAISING AWARENESS 
A Frightening Reminder of Past Evils

The Independent newspaper reported 
that on April 19th, “A Jewish effigy 

has been hanged and burned as part of 
an Easter ritual in Poland, an incident 
condemned as ‘deeply disturbing’ by the 
Jewish community.

“The World Jewish Congress voiced 
‘disgust and outrage’ after a sculpture 
made to look like a stereotypical Jew was 
set alight in the Polish town of Pruchnik 

on Good Friday.
“Hundreds of residents, including 

children, were said to have taken part, 
reportedly beating and burning the effigy 
representing Judas, the disciple of Christ 
who betrayed him, according to the New 
Testament Gospels.

“Poles also expressed their disgust at 
the revival of the antisemitic ritual, with 
many posting photos online of the same 

ritual being carried out before the Second 
World War.

“Robert Singer, chief executive of the 
World Jewish Congress, said: ‘Jews are 
deeply disturbed by this ghastly revival 
of medieval antisemitism that led to 
unimaginable violence and suffering.’”

Read more: https://www.independent.
co.uk/news/world/europe/jewish-
poland-effigy-easter-ritual-burned-
judas-a8880801.html 

The HEM 2019 program is currently 
under development with the launch 

event in memory of Kristallnacht 
scheduled for Sunday, November 10th, 
2019. This year marks 80 years since the 
start of WW II. Details will be released as 
they become available. 

Symposium for Descendants of 
Survivors

A symposium for 2nd and 3rd generation 

Holocaust Education Month 2019
descendants of Holocaust survivors 
entitled Learning From the Past For the 
Future will be presented as part of the 
programming for HEM 2019.

A warm welcome to Esther Rosenberg, 
Benita Siemiatycki, and Marlene 
Wolinsky, three descendants of survivors 
who have joined our subcommittee to 
develop a meaningful symposium. We 
thank them for their wonderful ideas and 

contributions. 
The symposium will include expert 

keynote speakers, panel discussions, and 
workshops. Small groups of participants, 
guided by a facilitator, will be given the 
opportunity to discuss their concerns 
and share their experiences. Although 
registration will be required, there will be 
no fee for the symposium and lunch will 
be provided.

GLOBAL GATHERING OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS, 
DESCENDANTS, EDUCATORS AND FRIENDS
Supporting Liberation 75

Liberation75 is a not-for-profit global 
Holocaust symposium dedicated 

to commemorating and celebrating the 
75th anniversary of liberation from the 
Holocaust. It will be held in Toronto from 
May 31st  2020 to June 2nd  2020 and 
will be the first gathering of its kind in 
Canada in 35 years. 

Liberation75 will focus on remember-
ing the victims, honouring the survivors, 
showcasing the future of Holocaust educa-
tion, reflecting on anti-Semitism in the 
world, celebrating the role of the liberators, 
and committing to protecting freedom, 
diversity, human rights, and inclusion. 
Liberation 75 plans to welcome over 4,500 

attendees from around the world, as well 
as 2,000 students and 400 educators from 
Ontario and Quebec. More than 55 interna-
tional organizations, including CHES, have 
committed to participating in Liberation 75. 
Toby Herscovitch represented CHES at the 
launch event for Liberation 75 on May 2nd, 
2019, (Yom HaShoah in Canada) in Toronto.
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“Like” us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/ 
ZelikovitzCentre

Please share your Jewish Studies news about publications (articles and 
books), events (on campus and in the community), courses, etc. The news-
letter is published every early fall with a supplement in early winter when 
warranted. Send your information to jewish.studies@carleton.ca at any time 
and it will be included immediately on our web site and in the next issue.

Join us on our virtual venture:

CHES Blog for Descendants
Mina Cohn

70 years after the end of WWII, I discovered relatives of my father who survived 
the Holocaust. A chance meeting of two descendants of survivors ─ the daughter 
of Stefania Padgorska, the Righteous Among the Nations who saved those rela-
tives and me ─ was an unexpected way to close this circle. https://carleton.ca/
ches/descendants-blog/  

Contributions to the blog are welcome. Contact us at chesatcarleton@gmail.com
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