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Prussian explorer Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) 
was a key figure in the globalization of science through the 
creation of intra-European and transatlantic networks. His 
extraordinary impact on the progress of science, however, 
extended beyond his contribution to particular fields of 
knowledge and into conflicting political interests of the 
Spanish and American empires in the early 19th Century. 
 
This lecture analyzes the delicate balance that Humboldt 
struck between science and politics on the occasion of the 
scientists 250th anniversary. 
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Dr. Sandra Rebok 
Independent researcher, currently working on the Humboldt 
2019 commemoration for the Institute for Foreign Affairs in 
Stuttgart, Germany. Dr. Rebok has been a Marie Curie Fellow, 
and has held additional Fellowships from the Smithsonian 
Institution and the International Center for Jefferson Studies. 
She holds a Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of 
Heidelberg. 


