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The Handbook on the 
Political Economy of War
Edited by Christopher J. Coyne, George Mason University  
and Rachel L. Mathers, Delaware State University, US

The Handbook on the Political Economy of War highlights and explores 
important research questions and discusses the core elements of the political 
economy of war.

By defining political economy and war in the broadest sense, this unique 
Handbook brings together a wide range of interdisciplinary scholars from 
economics, political science, sociology, and policy studies to address a 
multitude of important topics. These include an analysis of why wars begin, 
how wars are waged, what happens following the cessation of war, and various 
alternatives to conflict. Other sections explore civil war and revolution, the arms 
trade, political and economic systems, and post-conflict reconstruction and 
nation building. 

Erudite yet accessible, this comprehensive reference work will prove to be an 
engaging and enlightening read for policymakers, academics, and students of 
political science, economics, public policy, and sociology.

Contributors include: R.J. Blimes, J. Brauer, D. Carment, D. Cortright, G. Dancy, G. Dempster, H. Dorussen,  
L.J. Dumas, J.P. Dunne, N. Fiala, M. Fischer, T.E. Flores, I. Hardie, M. Hechter, J. Isaacs, M.O. Jackson,  
A.J. Joes, D. Johnson, D. Kinsella, B. Klingen, P.T. Leeson, J.S. Levy, J. Logan, G.A. Lopez, M. Morelli,  
J.A. Morrison, I. Nooruddin, M. Parsa, C. Preble, P. Poutvaara, S. Rosato, W.F. Shughart II, S. Skaperdas,  
D. Tierney, O. Vidal-Aparicio, E. Weede, H. Ward, A. Wagener, A.F. White, C.R. Williamson, P. Yakovlev,  
I.W. Zartman
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