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There has been a lot of discussion recently about the benefits expected to come from folding
Canada’s development agency, CIDA, under the wing of Foreign Affairs. The new entity will be home
to development, trade and foreign policy and likely will be called DFATD. Many pundits see the
change as positive, anticipating gains in policy coherence.

Others have made the efficiency argument, foreseeing gains through the elimination of duplication.
Still others laud the move as a shift toward “whole of government” engagement in the world, and as
such the continuation of a process initiated under Paul Martin.
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These are potentially valid arguments, but are all based on conjecture and untestable, given the
lack of transparency in the current government'’s foreign policy, which ranges from scant
parliamentary accountability to minimal public engagement. Without a clear and publicly available
framework indicating how revamped development resources are to be allocated and evaluated, it will
be difficult to know if this new ‘mega-bureaucracy’ will have a meaningful impact along the lines its

advocates claim.

CARTOON GALLERY »

In fact, the Harper government’s previous attempts at centralization give little reason for optimism.
For instance, there have been no lasting gains achieved through tight-fisted PMO task forces in
both Afghanistan and Haiti. Both have gobbled up billions of dollars in aid money with no real gains
in efficiency and at the cost of reduced transparency and accountability.
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Download here such an agenda, it would push the Canadian aid program even
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further from its former core mandate.
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