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• What can 
you ask 
children 
about a 
handful of 
candy? 

• Easy 
questions? 

• Hard 
questions? 
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Who’s Counting?  Numeracy and the Preschool Child. 





Age 3 
Counts 1‐4 items 

Age 6 
Counts up to 100 

Names, matches  basic 
shapes in isolation 

Names, combines, 
describes many shapes  

Adds/subtracts low 
numbers non‐verbally 

Adds/subtracts using  
counting strategies 

“Sees” and labels 
collections of 1‐3 items 

“Sees” patterned (i.e., 
dice) & unpatterned 
groups up to 6  

Copies simple repeating 
patterns 

Discusses patterns in 
arithmetic (adding 1) 

Sorts objects (more/less, 
heavy/light) 

Tries out processes for 
measurement 












