
CGSC 3004 A: Philosophy and Cognitive Science
Course Outline 

Fall 2021

Class Information
Dates: Sept. 14 – Dec. 7
Time: Tuesdays 8:35-11:25 AM
Location: 3030 Nicol
Prerequisites: CGSC 2001 and PHIL 2501, and third-year standing

Instructor Information
Instructor: Dr. Ted Lougheed
Office: Online (Zoom)
Phone: 613-204-0265
E-mail: tedlougheed@cunet.carleton.ca
Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays 1:00 – 2:00 or by appointment

Course Description
This course is an overview of conceptual issues in cognitive science. Since most of you are not specializing in 
the philosophy stream, this course is not designed to make you experts in philosophy, but help you develop an
understanding of philosophy’s role in cognitive science.

By the end of this course you should have a broad understanding of key issues in the philosophy of cognitive 
science, and the role of philosophical inquiry in cognitive science. You will also learn to construct, defend, and 
revise philosophical arguments in both oral and written form.

Readings
Many readings will be from Andy Clark’s Mindware (2nd edition). Additional readings from online journals will 
be assigned as the course progresses.

Course Web Page (brightspace)
The course brightspace page is located at https://brightspace.carleton.ca/
On this site you can access the course outline, discussion forums, and submit assignments (you may submit 
assignments on paper, but electronic submissions are preferred). I may also post supplementary readings and 
other course materials here. Please do not rely on this site for up-to-date information – it is not a substitute 
for attending class. Discussion forums may be provided for you and your fellow classmates to discuss issues 
outside of class time – you will not be responsible for any material not covered in-class or in the assigned 
readings.

Evaluation

Item Weight of Grade Due date
Attendance/Participation 25% n/a
Critical Responses (x10) 50% (5% x10) Beginning of class on date of relevant

topic, starting Sept. 21
Final Paper 25% Dec. 7
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Seminar Schedule
We will attempt to stick to this schedule as much as possible. Some small changes may be made as the course 
progresses, and I may introduce supplementary material.

Date Seminar Topic Readings
Sept. 14 Introduction none
Sept. 21 Philosophy in Cognitive Science Clark Chapter 1, Brook 2009 
Sept. 28 Computationalism Clark Chapter 2, Searle 1980
Oct. 5 Representations Clark Chapter 3
Oct. 12 Connectionism Clark Chapter 4
Oct. 19 Perception Clark Chapter 5, Beck 2017

Fall Break – no class
Nov. 2 Artificial Intelligence Clark Chapter 6, Sparrow 2012
Nov. 9 Cognitive Technology and Extended Minds Clark Chapter 8 & 9
Nov. 16 Perceptual Experience Clark Chapter 10, Prinz 2011
Nov. 23 Prediction Machines Clark Chapter 11
Nov. 30 Theory of Mind Heyes 2015, Butterfill & Apperly 2013
Dec. 7 Emotion Hutto 2012, Hufendiek 2018

Examinations
There is no midterm or final examination in this course.

Attendance/Participation
The heart of philosophy is discussion, and it is important that you be present and willing to engage in class 
discussions. To reflect this, a significant portion (25%) of your grade has been set aside for attendance and 
participation. To get full marks, you must demonstrate a willingness to participate in class discussions. 
Naturally, some people are more comfortable than others at speaking up in class, and I take this into 
consideration in my evaluation. If you come to class on a regular basis, and I can see that you’re engaged in 
the class, you will get a good grade on participation.

Electronics in the Classroom
Technology is an important part of the modern classroom, but can also be a distraction, not only to yourself 
but to others around you. To that end, please ensure that your cellphones are set to silent once you enter the 
room. If you need to take an emergency call, please leave the class to do so. Laptops, tablets, etc. may be used
for note-taking or referring to online course materials (e.g., textbook, journal articles) only.

Term Work (essays, term papers, and other written work)

Critical responses:
 You will be expected to write a total of ten short (250-300 word) critical responses based on the 

readings for any given week. Since there are only 11 weeks of assigned readings, this means that you 
are permitted to skip one week of your choosing. Expectations and grading criteria for these responses 
will be explained in class. Critical responses for any topic are due by the start of the class covering that 
topic.
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 I prefer electronic submissions, but paper submissions will be accepted. You may submit your answers 
directly through the brightspace interface, or as a Word (.doc, .docx) or LibreOffice Writer (.odt) 
attachment. Submissions written directly in an e-mail will not be accepted.

Final paper:
 The final paper (1500-2000) words, worth 25% of your final grade) is due on December 7th and your 

final grade will be available by the last day of exams. Please let me know if you would like comments 
on your final paper and I will provide them to you on brightspace. Final grades will also be distributed 
on brightspace.

 You may select from a number of essay questions drawn from different topics covered in this class. 
These questions will be distributed via brightspace and we will go over them in class. You may come up
with your own question, however you must obtain permission from me first, or your submission will 
not be accepted.

 Submissions will be accepted no later than midnight on the due date. Any submissions received after 
this time will be deducted 10% per day. So if you submit your paper online on Wednesday at 12:01 AM,
it will be treated as a day late. Out of fairness to all students I cannot make any exceptions to this rule 
except due to reason of illness or bereavement.

 Final papers are to be submitted as either Word or LibreOffice Writer documents online, or in printed 
form in class. Do NOT use the Cognitive Science drop box to submit assignments – if there is a 
lockdown I will be unable to access the drop box.

 If you are submitting electronically, please name your paper in the following manner: 
LastName_FirstName_FinalPaper.

 A marking scheme for the final paper will be made available and discussed in class.

Policy on Late Assignments
Late critical responses will not be accepted, since you are being evaluated on what you have absorbed of the 
readings before in-class discussion of that reading. It is better to submit a rushed or sub-par response than risk
not submitting one on time.

Late final papers will be penalized at a rate of 10% of the assignment value per day or part day. In the interests
of fairness, there will be no grace period; a document submitted even one minute after the deadline will be 
considered late. Therefore, it is strongly recommended that you upload and submit the document prior to the 
last few minutes before the deadline. A doctor’s note or other medical documentation must be provided 
within two working days after the due date in order to avoid late penalties. In order to be considered official, 
all extensions must be obtained in writing from the instructor. If you are running into trouble, it is vital to 
approach me as soon as possible.

Please note: the last day I am permitted to accept any term work is Dec. 10, so the maximum late penalty is 
30% - after that, term work cannot be accepted and you will receive a grade of zero on the assignment.
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REGULATIONS AND INFORMATION COMMON TO ALL COGNITIVE SCIENCE COURSES

In accordance with the Carleton University Undergraduate Calendar (p 34), the letter grades 
assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents:

A+ = 90-100 B+ = 77-79 C+ = 67-69 D+ = 57-59 
A = 85-89 B = 73-76 C = 63-66 D = 53-56 
A - = 80-84 B - = 70-72 C - = 60-62 D - = 50-52 
F    = Below 50

Grades entered by Registrar: 
WDN = Withdrawn from the course 
DEF = Deferred

Academic Regulations, Accommodations, Etc. 

Pregnancy obligation 
Write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details see the Student Guide

Religious obligation 
Write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details see the Student Guide
  
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision.  If you
have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or 
pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation.  If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC 
coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable).  After 
requesting an accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodations arrangements are made. 
Please consult the PMC website for the deadlines to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled 
exam (if applicable). 

Plagiarism
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of 
ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include: reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone 
else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without 
proper citation or reference to the original source;   submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory 
report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else; using ideas or direct, verbatim 
quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgement in any 
academic assignment; using another’s data or research findings; failing to acknowledge sources through the 
use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; handing in 
"substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written permission of 
the course instructor in which the submission occurs."
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Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor.  The Associate Dean 
of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor 
suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They can include a final grade of "F" 
for the course.
  
Important Information 
• Students must always retain a hard copy of all work that is submitted. 
• All final grades are subject to the Dean’s approval.
• For us to respond to your emails, we need to see your full name, CU ID, and the email must be written from 
your valid CARLETON address. Therefore, in order to respond to your inquiries, please send all email from your
Carleton CMail account. If you do not have or have yet to activate this account, you may wish to do so by 
visiting http://carleton.ca/ccs/students/

For a list of dates and deadlines, including holidays and exam dates, please visit:  
https://carleton.ca/registrar/registration/dates-and-deadlines/ 

University rules regarding registration, withdrawal, appealing marks, and most anything else you might 
need to know can be found on the university’s website, here: 
https://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/ 

Additional Information

All members of the Carleton community are required to follow COVID-19 prevention measures and all 
mandatory public health requirements (e.g. wearing a mask, physical distancing, hand hygiene, respiratory 
and cough etiquette) and mandatory self-screening prior to coming to campus daily.

If you feel ill or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms while on campus or in class, please leave campus immediately, 
self-isolate, and complete the mandatory symptom reporting tool. For purposes of contact tracing, attendance
will be recorded in all classes and labs. Participants can check in using posted QR codes through the cuScreen 
platform where provided. Students who do not have a smartphone will be required to complete a paper 
process as indicated on the COVID-19 website.

All members of the Carleton community are required to follow guidelines regarding safe movement and 
seating on campus (e.g. directional arrows, designated entrances and exits, designated seats that maintain 
physical distancing). In order to avoid congestion, allow all previous occupants to fully vacate a classroom 
before entering. No food or drinks are permitted in any classrooms or labs.

For the most recent information about Carleton’s COVID-19 response and required measures, please see 
the University’s COVID-19 webpage and review the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). Should you have 
additional questions after reviewing, please contact covidinfo@carleton.ca

Please note that failure to comply with University policies and mandatory public health requirements, and 
endangering the safety of others are considered misconduct under the Student Rights and Responsibilities 
Policy. Failure to comply with Carleton’s COVID-19 procedures may lead to supplementary action involving 
Campus Safety and/or Student Affairs.
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