
Harnessing Agricultural Residues for Energy 

Production in Rural India
Agricultural residues are a potentially significant resource for energy production, 
particularly in rural areas of developing countries where energy access is problematic. 
Harnessing such residues is challenging due to logistical issues, lack of data, 
competing uses for residues and, often, an unsupportive institutional environment. 
This talk will present research seeking to fill key data gaps on residue potential and 
the results of the first market assessment conducted on residues in India. The talk will 
also present the mapping of agro-residues for use in a first o f its kind power plant 
being implemented in a rural part of India which uses rice husk as a fuel source to 
augment solar thermal for power generation. This project aims to understand aspects 
of biomass usage, supply chain management and inventory handling.
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