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The premise of the method of “relational comparison” is that the
world has always been an interconnected place and a site of in-
finite interrelations. The study of any given place or region therefore
requires both vertical and horizontal perspectives to understand
the interrelations across time (vertical) and space (horizontal).
Situating indigenous knowledge in this relationalworld thus neces-
sitates a comparative view of other times and other places. But this
comparative method, contrary to most comparative practices, is not
for the comparison of similarities and differences, but to excavate
relationalities between and among different entities brought togeth-
er, in this case, different indigenous knowledge formations across
the world. Taking indigenous knowledge as a site of relation and
situating it in a relational world, we will explore how indigenous
knowledge as both ontology and epistemology makes and remakes
worlds, or in the language of Zapatistas, “a world where many worlds
fit,” such that relationality also becomes a site of ethics.
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