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“Statistics present us with a series of techniques that transform raw data into a form
that is easier to understand and to communicate or, to put it differently, that make it
easy for the data to tell their story.”

Jan de Leeuw and Richard Berk (2004)
Introduction to the Series
Advanced Quantitative Techniques in the Social Sciences



Foundations of Statistics

Major statistical concepts (regression, correlation, etc.) 
invented by Francis Galton (b. 1822; d. 1911)
• English Victorian statistician, progressive, polymath, 

sociologist, psychologist, anthropologist, tropical explorer, 
geographer, inventor, meteorologist, proto-geneticist, and 
psychometrician.



Foundations of 
Statistics
• The first to apply statistical methods 

to the study of human differences 
and inheritance of intelligence

• Introduced the use surveys and 
questionnaires for collecting data on 
human communities

• Was a pioneer in eugenics, coining 
the term itself and the phrase 
"nature versus nurture”

• Founded psychometrics (the science 
of measuring mental faculties) and 
differential psychology



Foundations of Statistics

Much of early statistics was 
developed to under eugenics and a 
war against “inferior races” as a 
logical part of evolution
• For instance, Karl Pearson alleged 

that Jewish immigrants "will 
develop into a parasitic race. [...] 
Taken on the average, and 
regarding both sexes, this alien 
Jewish population is somewhat 
inferior physically and mentally to 
the native population"
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https://www.facebook.com/data4blacklives/posts/2073205509361536



https://www.facebook.com/data4blacklives/posts/2073205509361536



https://www.facebook.com/data4blacklives/posts/2073205509361536



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l_4RZ_mTu4pFxxmXJ-ZoVynXL5APjvF7/view
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/race-coronavirus-canada-1.5536168







http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/racism-and-racial-discrimination-data-collection-fact-sheet
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