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Carleton University 
Department of Economics 

ECON 2210A 
Introductory Statistics for Economics 

2021 SUMMER 
 
 
Classes: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-9pm. 
Location: online synchronous, delivery via Zoom – see Brightspace for meeting URL.  The password will 
be emailed to you. 
 
Tutorials:  TBA 
Location: online synchronous, delivery via Zoom – see Brightspace for meeting URL.  Use the same 
password as for lectures. 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Susan Bennet    
Office Hours: via Zoom, by appointment or during office hours TBA 
E-mail: susan.bennet@carleton.ca      
 
TA:  
Email:   

 
Lectures will be recorded live on Zoom and posted on Brightspace. Students are expected to attend the 
live lecture.  Power Point slides will be posted to Brightspace before lectures.  Zoom will be used to host 
live tutorials which will be run on a question-and-answer basis, with questions covering course material, 
test preparation and assignment questions.  These will be recorded and posted on Brightspace.  A 
webcam in not required. 

 

 
A.   Calendar Description  
Basic statistical methods for the study of economics. Topics include descriptive statistics, elementary 
probability theory, sampling distributions, estimation and hypothesis testing for one and two population 
parameters.  
Precludes additional credit for BIT 2000, BIT 2100 (no longer offered), BIT 2300 (no longer offered), 
ECON 2200 (no longer offered), ECON 2201 (no longer offered), STAT 2507, STAT 2606, and STAT 3502.  
Prerequisite(s): ECON 1401 (or equivalent) with a grade of C- or higher; ECON 1402 (or equivalent), 
which may be taken concurrently with ECON 2210.     
 

*A grade of C- or higher is required to qualify for ECON 2220 and 3706; a grade of C+ or higher is 
required to qualify for ECON 3900, 3920, 4002, and 4706.   DEF(erred final grade) status at the end of 
this course will prevent continued registration in any other course for which the former is a prerequisite 

 
 
B.  Textbook 
The required electronic textbook for this course is Business Statistics: A Decision-Making Approach by 
David F. Groebner, Patrick W. Shannon, Phillip C. Fry 10th edition, Pearson.  Note:  the etext is bought 
together with MyLab.  They must be purchased as a bundle.   
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We will be using the MyLab platform associated with the e-textbook for bi-weekly assignments and the 
two midterms.  These assignments and midterms will contribute to your overall grade, as described in 
detail below.  MyLab provides students with invaluable access to a variety of learning tools.  Students 
receive immediate feedback from assignment questions, with the option to attempt questions multiple 
times (with slightly modified numbers).  MyLab keeps track of concepts that you have struggled with in 
your assignments and populates a personalized set of study questions in your account.  MyLab is 
integrated with the etext, so that practice questions that we work though in class have the same look 
and feel as assignments and other practice questions.  I will be using MyLab for the midterm 
assessments, so the assessment environment will be familiar and comfortable.   This is a great resource 
for learning statistics!   
 
Purchasing instructions can be found on the Brightspace page for this course.   The etext and MyLab are 
only available as a bundle; MyLab is not sold separately.  For this reason, it is NOT cost efficient to buy a 
used textbook.  I will go over the options for buying the etext/MyLab during the first lecture.  In the 
meantime, students can make use of the 14-day free trial offered by the publisher.     
 

 
C.  Communication. 
I will communicate with the class via email.  It is the student’s responsibility to check their email 
regularly and frequently for communications about the course. Students should also regularly check 
Brightspace for lecture slides and supplemental materials.  Students can contact me directly using the 
Carleton email given above.  I will only respond to correspondence from valid Carleton University email 
addresses.  Emails must be signed with a student’s name and student number.   
 
 

D.  Course Outline 
I: Descriptive Statistics and Basic Probability 
 Chapter 1: The Where, Why, and How of Data Collection  

Chapter 2: Graphs, Charts, and Tables-Describing Your Data  
Chapter 3: Describing Data Using Numerical Measures  
Chapter 4: Using Probability and Probability Distributions  

II: Important Probability Distributions 
Chapter 5: Discrete Probability Distributions (except for the discussion of the  
Hypergeometric Distribution in Section 5.3)  
Chapter 6: Introduction to Continuous Probability Distributions 

III: Statistical Inferences Based on Single Samples 
Chapter 7: Introduction to Sampling Distributions - Sections 7.1 and 7.2 only  
Chapter 8: Estimating Single Population Parameters - Sections 8.1 and 8.2 only  
Chapter 9: Introduction to Hypothesis Testing - Sections 9.1 and 9.3 only  
Chapter 10: Estimation and Hypothesis Testing for Two Population Parameters - Sections 10.1, 
10.2, and 10.3 only  
Chapter 11: Hypothesis Testing for One and Two Population Variances - Section 11.1 

 
 

E.  Course Evaluation 
 

Biweekly assignments using MyLab (best 8 of 10) 40% 

Two in class tests worth 15% each (delivered using MyLab) 30% 

Final Examination – 3 hours (to be scheduled by the University.  NOT using MyLab) 30% 
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 100% 

 
E.1 Biweekly Assignments (40%):  The purpose of these assignments is to help solidify concepts 
and test understanding frequently as we move through the course.  Questions will be assigned 
at the end of each lecture, and students will be required to complete the assigned questions 
prior to the next class. Each assignment’s due date and time will be available on MyLab.   Only 
the best 8 assignments will count toward your final grade.  That means that you can miss up to 
two assignments without providing me with any sort of explanation.  Please note that the portal 
for submission closes at the time it is due, so you will not be able to submit late assignments. 
Students are strongly encouraged to submit all assignments. 
 
E.2 Midterm tests (30%):  Tests will be held during class time and will last 80 minutes each. 
There are no deferred tests. For students who can document a compelling reason for missing a 
test within one week of the missed test, the assigned weight of 15% will be added to the weight 
of the final exam; otherwise, a mark of zero is assigned. Only ONE test will be treated in this 
way.  A maximum weight of 45% will be given to the final examination in the event that a test is 
missed, and valid documentation is provided.  

 

E.3 Final Examination (30%):  The final exam covers the entirety of the course material 
(Chapters 1-11), lasts 3 hours, and will be scheduled by the University to take place during the 
official final examination period. The final exam will not be delivered using MyLab.  Instead, the 
final exam will assess students using a combination of essay, calculation, and multiple-choice 
questions to examine concepts that we have discussed throughout the course.   

An appeal to write the deferred final exam must be submitted to the Registrar’s Office. 

 

F. Course Standing 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This 
means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they 
have been approved by the Dean. Application to write a deferred final examination must be made at the 
Registrar’s Office. 

 

G. Plagiarism 

Please be aware that plagiarism is a serious offense and one that should be recognized and avoided. Please 
see “Pammett on Plagiarism and Paraphrasing” at www.carleton.ca/economics/courses/writing-
preliminaries. 

 

H. Academic Accommodation 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 
accommodation request the processes are as follows:  
 

Pregnancy obligation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic 
accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services website. 

http://www.carleton.ca/economics/courses/writing-preliminaries
http://www.carleton.ca/economics/courses/writing-preliminaries
http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
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Religious obligation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic 
accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services website. 
 
Academic Accommodations for Students with DisabilitiesIf you have a documented disability 
requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the Paul Menton Centre for 
Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation or 
contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of Accommodation at the 
beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no later than two weeks before the first 
in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting 
accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon as possible to ensure 
accommodation arrangements are made. For more details, visit the Paul Menton Centre 
website. 

You can visit the Department of Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed 
information on academic accommodation at   http://www.carleton.ca/equity/ 

 

http://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://carleton.ca/pmc
http://carleton.ca/pmc
http://www.carleton.ca/equity/

