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Course Information

Class Schedule:
This course will take place in-person at FSS9003

TUESDAY 2:30—-5:20 PM

Professor Information:

Name: MYRA YAZBECK

Email: ECO2nd@UOTTAWA.CA using ECO6174 in the subject
Homepage: https://sites.google.com/site/myrayazbeck/home
Office: FSS 9055

Office Hours: Wednesday, 12:00 to 1:00 PM (or by appointment)

Communication Preferences:

For class material: office hours.

For appointments and other matters: Emails. | will answer all emails within 2 business days.

Before emailing a question, please read this syllabus and explore the associated resources. The answers
to many questions can be found in this document and students may be referred to the syllabus if the
answer is already available. Please allow at least two (2) business days for responses to inquiries before
pursuing another route of communication.

Short Bio: | am currently a Full Professor of Economics at the University of Ottawa and an Associate Editor
for the Journal of Population Economics and a fellow of the Economic Research Forum for Arab Countries.
| received her PhD in Economics from Université Laval in 2011. In 2012, | completed a year of post-doctoral
studies at McGill University, Department of Epidemiology Biostatistics and Occupational Health, where |
developed a research agenda on health inequalities. My dissertation focuses on the impact of social
networks on health outcomes. My research interests are mainly in the field of health economics, social
interactions/networks and inequality, and development economics. Prior to joining the University of
Ottawa, | was an Assistant Professor at the School of Economics in the University of Queensland (Australia)
the | have published many articles in international refereed journals such as Journal of Econometrics,
Journal of Health Economics, Health Economics, Labor Economics, Social Choice and Welfare and Social




Science and Medicine, and Economics and Human Biology. | am a fellow member of the Life Course Center
(University of Queensland Australia), an associate member of the Canadian Center for Health Economics
(University of Toronto, Canada), a member of the Human Capital and Economic Opportunity Global
Working Group at the University of Chicago.

Website: https://hceconomics.uchicago.edu/people/myra-yazbeck
Homepage: https://sites.google.com/site/myrayazbeck/home

Other instructor/TA: Aline Zayat

Official Course Description

Review of both classic and frontier work in the field of health and health care economics. Empirical work
with an emphasis on theory and methodology. This course is also relevant to students interested in
broader empirical microeconomic research. This course is equivalent to ECON 5460 at Carleton University.

Course Learning Outcomes

General Course Learning Outcomes

At the end of this course, the student should be able to use survey data to perform different analysis
determinants of health outcomes and health related policies.

Specific Course Learning Outcomes

At the end for this course, the student should be able:

e Understand how the causal framework analysis works in questions related to health determinants
(health production function) and different public policies.

e |dentify sources of exogenous variations that that could help you use the causal framework to health-
related questions.

e Read articles on health topics and be able to discuss critically based on the approaches taught in class.

e Use the causal analysis framework and apply it to real life settings and scenarios.

At the end for this course to use Stata and real datasets to estimate and analyze:

e Determinants of health outcomes
e |mpact of different policies on health.

Teaching Methods

This course will be delivered in lectures only. The slides presented during class will be available on
Brightspace for you to view. All class material is copyrighted and should not be shared on any website or
sold to any third party.



Experiential Learning Activities

Many of the assessment methods of this course will consists of assignments that are similar to
assignments that a professional economist or a researcher in economics would have to perform in a real

working environment:
o The take-home midterm exam using real data 25%
e 50% of the final take-home exam consists Exam using real data.

e 50% of the final take-home exam consists in a literature review for M.A. Students and a research
proposal for Ph.D. Students.



Course Calendar

Date Course Workshops Assignments/Meetings
Week 1 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 2 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 3 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 4 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 5 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 6 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 7 Reading week
Week 8 No lecture Take-Home Midterm due on
Exam Friday February 28
Week 9 Lecture Literature review Plan (M.A) /
Literature review (Ph.D.)
Monday May 3™
Week 10 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 11 Lecture Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 12 Presentations Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Week 13 Presentations Submit Weekly Task (When
Applicable -- see Brightspace)
Exam period Take-home Final exam due on
Thursday April 25
Assessment Strategy
Evaluation format Weight Date
Take-home midterm 25% February 28
Literature Review Plan (M.A)/ 10% March 3rd
Literature Review Draft (Ph.D.)
In Class Presentation Articles 10% Last two Lectures
Class Participation 5% All the semester
Final take-home exam 50 % April 25




Assessment Policies and Expectations
Attendance

To ensure they succeed in all courses of their program of study, students have the responsibility to
participate in the various learning and assessment activities for each of their courses.

EIN (fail) Grading Policy

In all economics courses, students who fail to complete work (either a single piece of work or a
combination of work) worth a total of 25% or more of the final grade will receive a grade of EIN in the
course. The EIN grade is equivalent to a failure mark (F). See Regulation A-3
(https://www.uottawa.ca/about-us/policies-regulations/academic-regulations/a-3-grading-system) for
details. Please note that a denied request for a deferral may therefore lead to failing the course.

Students who have not completed evaluations worth at least 25% of the total course grade by March 21
must withdraw from the course. Otherwise, they will receive an EIN grade and will automatically fail the
course.

Missed exams and requests for deferral

As per Academic Regulation A-8, absence from any examination on medical grounds or due to exceptional
personal circumstances, must be reported by submitting the online Declaration of Absence from an Evaluation
form within the five (5) following working days of the examination. If a deferred evaluation is granted for the final
exam, the evaluation must take place as soon as possible, but no later than six (6) months of the end of the term
for undergraduate studies and no later than three (3) months for graduate studies.

Students who defer an exam will be required to write a deferred evaluation, except where the professor
offers a re-weighting scheme. (If available, such a scheme is described in this syllabus).

The mid-term/final cannot be differed this exam does not take the time | am giving you to write. This
exam should be executed in a two weeks’ time and deferral is not possible.

A S60 administrative fee will be charged for each submission of the Declaration of Absence from an
Evaluation form.

All students must write the final exam of the course.

Deferred final examinations will take place on May 10, 2025.

Students should reflect deeply before requesting a deferred evaluation. Students who are struggling to
keep up with their schedule may find it worthwhile to withdraw from the course and take it again at a

later date. For further information on withdrawing from the course, consult the link
https://www.uottawa.ca/course-enrolment/withdrawing-from-a-course .




Exam conflicts

Any conflict with a midterm exam schedule should be reported to the Professor at the beginning of the
term. This request is especially applicable to the type 3 conflict (two in-class exams back-to-back) for
students with special learning needs.

Any conflict with a final exam schedule should be reported to the Faculty’s undergraduate office as soon
as the final examination schedule is released.

Late Assignments
All assignments (not exams) are to be submitted by their due date and time. This applies to
presentation slides and literature review outline. No late take home exams will be accepted.

All late submissions will be immediately docked 5%, with an additional 5% for each subsequent day late
to a maximum of 3 days, including weekends. After 3 days all outstanding assignments will be given a
zero (0%) grade.

Exams Integrity

In this course 75 % of the evaluation is based on take home exams and 25% is based on individual-specific
work namely, active participation in class, literature review as well as in class oral presentation. Each
student will have to sign an integrity pledge for their take home exams. These exams should reflect the
student’s own work and should be written by each student alone that is, not in collaboration with other
students. Should similar codes or similar submissions be detected, a mark of zero will be automatically
given for the involved parties and a warning will be issued. Should the behaviour be repeated more than
once (e.g., in the empirical part and paper discussions), | will have to report the behaviour to the academic
integrity office.




Assessment Details
Exams (75 % of the final grade)

There will be two take-home exams. The midterm counts for 25% of the final grade, and the final for 50%
of the final grade.

e The take-home midterm exam and 50% of the final exam consist of applying the concepts
presented in class using real data.

e The applications should be done in stata. This statistical language is available for free via the
department. Tutorials will be presented during lectures.

e 50% of the take-home final exam consists in writing literature review for M.A. students and
research proposal for Ph.D. Students.

Each take-home exam will be posted at least two weeks before the due date.

For all M.A. Students, the literature review of 6 papers pre-approved by the professor. The topics must
be selected before the end of the third week of and must be approved by the professor. Should the topic
selected be deemed inadequate, the professor will provide you with a list of potential topics. All papers
selected must be papers in the field of economics and using empirical applied micro methods.

For All Ph.D. Students, the project proposal that is in line with the literature review submitted. This project
proposal must clearly identify a contribution to the literatures, the identification strategy, the estimation
method and data to be used with some evidence that the proposed project is feasible (e.g., showing that
the data is available and that sample size is sufficient for carrying estimations).

Oral presentation (10% of the final grade)

The student will make an oral presentation of an article. Each student must present a different paper. All
students will be required to submit their presentation by a date to be announced in class and on
Brightspace. Grading will be based on the quality of the oral presentation (50%) and the quality of the
slides (50%).

Participation (5% of the final grade)
Students are expected to read the allocated articles and participate in class discussions regarding these
articles.

Required Materials

The professor will be providing slides and readings on weekly basis from the reference list provided in this
course outline.

The student should have access to a personal computer on which to install Stata (available on the
department’s website).



Course Outline

TOPICS

1- Introduction to Health Economics.
Medical Care Market
Measuring Health
Statistical Interlude: Causal Inference Framework

2- Demand for Health Care
RAND and Oregon Medicaid experiment
Health Care demand issues in the Developing World
Statistical Interlude: Randomized Evaluations/ Randomized Controlled Trials

3- Law and Health
Impact of legislations on health
Statistical Interlude: Quasi-experimental Approach

4- Employment and Health.
Impact of working conditions on health
Impact of Health on employment
Statistical Interlude: Quasi-experimental Approach

5- Environment and Health
Impact of environment on cognitive ability
Impact of environment on health of infants and children/ Foetal Origin Hypothesis.
Statistical Interlude: Quasi-experimental Approach

6- Social Interactions/ Peer Effects / Spousal Spillovers
Social Network Data Types

Obesity and Physical Activity
Mental Health and Life Satisfaction
Statistical Interlude: Quasi-experimental Approach

7- Demand for Health (optional)
Foetal Origin Hypothesis.
Socioeconomic Status (conditions) and Health Outcomes
Conflict/ Violence and Health Outcomes.
Statistical Interlude: Quasi-experimental Approach

8- Health Inequalities (optional).
Measures of Health Inequality
Measures of socioeconomic health Inequality
Statistical Interlude: Measurement theory.
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Almost every week, | will select papers from this list.

Demand for Health Care

e Chap2,5,and 13 BHT
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e Singer, P., 2009. Why We Must Ration Health Care. New York Times July 15, 2009.
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emergency-department use: evidence from Oregon's Health Insurance
Experiment. Science, 343(6168), 263-268.

Health in the Developing World

e Athey, S.,, & Imbens, G. W. 2017. The econometrics of randomized experiments. Handbook of
Economic Field Experiments, 1, 73-140.

e Banerjee, A., Duflo, E. and Glennerster, R., 2011. Is Decentralized Iron Fortification a Feasible Option
to Fight Anemia Among the Poorest? In Explorations in the Economics of Aging (pp. 317-344).
University of Chicago Press.
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Adoption of Iron-Fortified Salt (No. w21616). National Bureau of Economic Research.
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nurses in the Indian public health care system. Journal of the European Economic Association, 6(2 3),
pp.487-500.
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universal health insurance in developing countries: Evidence from a large-scale randomized
experiment in Indonesia, NBER Working Paper No. 26204.
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bureaucratic reform in India. Journal of Development Economics, 124, pp.1-21.
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countries. Handbook of Economic Field Experiments, 2, 3-93.
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prospective reflection,” Journal of Health Economics, 23, 629-636.
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Conflict/Violence and Health Outcomes
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crime on physical activity. Journal of Health Economics.
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Indigenous Affirmation

ANISHINABE

Ni manadjiyananig Mamiwinini Anishinabeg, ogog ka nagadawabandadjig iyo aki eko weshkad. Ako
nongom ega wikad ki migiwewadj.

Ni manadjiyananig kakina Anishinabeg ondaje kaye ogog kakina eniyagizidjig enigokamigag Kanadang
eji ondapinangig endawadjin Odawang.

Ninisidawinawananig kenawendamodjig kije kikenindamawin; weshkinigidjig kaye kejeyadizidjig.
Nigijeweninmananig ogog ka nigani songideyedjig; weshkad, nongom; kaye ayanikadj.

Listen to the audio file

ENGLISH

We pay respect to the Algonquin people, who are the traditional guardians of this land. We
acknowledge their longstanding relationship with this territory, which remains unceded.

We pay respect to all Indigenous people in this region, from all nations across Canada, who call Ottawa
home.

We acknowledge the traditional knowledge keepers, both young and old.

And we honour their courageous leaders: past, present, and future.

Important additional information: This information is also available on the Faculty of
Social Sciences website, on the Student Hub webpage under «Ressources, administrative
policies and academic Regulations »

¢ Intellectual Property Rights of Course Content: The professor retains copyright to all
material created as part of their course, including online courses, unless they have entered
into another copyright agreement. Visit the Copyright Office webpage or consult your
professor.

e Artificial intelligence (Al) and academic integrity: Consult your professor to obtain the
parameters of using Al to complete your assignments in his or her course.

e Health and wellness: There are many resources available to help you.
e Student Health and Wellness Centre
e Academic support

¢ Institutional Policies and Academic Regulations: It is very important to know the
institutional policies and academic regulations associated with your academic success. Listed
below are some of the key academic regulations you should familiarize yourself with:

o Academic Integrity and Academic Misconduct: If you would like clarification
regarding academic integrity and misconduct, please consult Academic Regulation A-4 or
consult your professor.
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O

Bilingualism at the University of Ottawa: Per Academic Regulation A-1 : « Except in
programs and courses for which language is a requirement, all students have the right to
produce their written work and to answer examination questions in the official language
of their choice, regardless of the course’s language of instruction.»

18



