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CARLETON UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

ECON 5505 – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS 
WINTER 2020 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Professor: Ana C. Dammert 
B-849 Loeb Building 
Telephone: 613-520-2600 ext. 3753 
E-mail: Use CuLearn mail 
Office hours: Tuesdays, 10 am – noon or by appointment 

 
Regular Classes: Thursdays, 2:35 – 5:25 pm    Room: Patterson Hall (PA) 129  
 
OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Key problems of international economic development such as trade in primary commodities and 
manufactures, financial flows and debt, the role of multinational corporations, the transfer of 
technology, and the international dimensions of environmental issues as they relate to 
developing countries. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The purpose of this course is to study selected issues in economic development in terms of 
theory, evidence, and policy. The course will cover material describing the pattern of economic 
development and evaluating the impacts of global integration on inequality and poverty.  
 
The textbook is Debraj Ray’s Development Economics (Princeton UP, 1998), which is available on 
reserve at the library. All other required readings will be available on CuLearn or on reserve at 
the library. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
The course involves lectures and discussions (lectures followed by 
discussions on each topic). Course grade will be based on exams, class participation, and a 
research proposal. 
 
Class Participation:   10%      
Midterm Examination:  25%    February 27, 2020 
Research Proposal:   40% April 2, 2020 
Final Exam:    25% TBA 
 
February 17-21, 2020: Winter Break, no classes. 
 
Class Participation (10%): Students are expected to participate in class by coming prepared to 
discuss the assigned material(s). Students must have read assigned papers prior to class and be 
prepared to discuss the papers. 
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Research Proposal (40%): Each student will write a 10-15 page research proposal for an original 
project on a development economics topic. The topic of the research proposal could be the same 
as the one presented in ECON 5500/ECO 6170 (Theory of Development Economics). Your 
proposal should clearly specify the research question and include a critical review of the existing 
literature, the contributions of your project to the literature, a description of the data to be used, 
and the proposed empirical strategy.  Note that the project will not actually be carried out as part 
of this course. PhD students wishing to carry out an empirical paper should contact me at the 
beginning of class. 
 
Students are expected to discuss the research idea with me and getting approval no later than 
February 6th. The research proposal is due on April 2nd and should be submitted in class. 
 
Exams: There will be two closed-book exams. The final exam will be held during the final exam 
period. The midterm will cover topics presented in class up to Feb 13th. The final exam is not 
cumulative. 
 
SATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE CRITERIA 
Students must fulfill all of the preceding course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 
Failure to submit the research proposal or write the mid-term (without a documented compelling 
reason) will result in a grade of F. Application to write a deferred final examination must be made 
at the Registrar’s Office. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
DEFERRED MIDTERM 
There will be no make-up exam for students who miss the midterm. Students who are unable to 
write the midterm for an acceptable reason will be allowed to add the midterm weight to that of 
their final exam. Documentation must be provided no later than one week after the date of the 
midterm exam. The documentation provided by students for missed midterm will be subject to 
verification. 
 
PLAGIARISM 
Please be aware that plagiarism is a serious offense at Carleton and should be recognized and 
avoided. For further information on how to do so, please see “Pammett on Plagiarism and 
Paraphrasing” at http://www.carleton.ca/economics/courses/writing-preliminaries/. 
 
COPYRIGHT OF COURSE MATERIALS 
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, 
labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They 
are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written 
consent of the author(s). 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.carleton.ca/economics/courses/writing-preliminaries/
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REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS: 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 
accommodation request the processes are as follows:  
 

 For pregnancy: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first 
two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website  
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-
Accommodation.pdf 

 

 For religious obligations: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known 
to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website 
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-

Accommodation.pdf 

 For students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must 
register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a formal 
evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
PMC, 613-520-6608, every term to ensure that I receive your Letter of Accommodation at the 
beginning of the term. If you only require accommodations for your formally scheduled exam 
in this course, please submit your request for accommodations to PMC For more details, visit 
the Paul Menton Centre website https://carleton.ca/pmc/ 
 

 Survivors of Sexual Violence: As a community, Carleton University is committed to 
maintaining a positive learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will 
not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported through academic accommodations as 
per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy. For more information about the services available at 
the university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: 
carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support 

 

 Accommodation for Student Activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial 
benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student 
participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation 
must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level. 
Please contact me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 
For more details, visit https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-
Student-Activities-1.pdf 

 
For more details please see: https://students.carleton.ca/course-outline/ 

 
 
 

https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://students.carleton.ca/course-outline/
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TOPICS (TENTATIVELY):  
 
Poverty, Inequality, and Development 

 Ray, Development Economics, Princeton University Press, 1998, Chapters 1, 2, 6, 7 

 Banerjee, A. and E. Duflo (2007), “The Economic Lives of the Poor,” Journal of 
Economic Perspectives, 21(1): 141-167. 

 Deaton, A. (2005), “Measuring Poverty in a Growing World (or Measuring Growth in 
a Poor World)”, Review of Economics and Statistics, Vol. 87, No. 1, 1-19. 

 
Globalization, Poverty, and Inequality 

 Winters, Alan L., Neil McCulloch and A. McKay (2004). “Trade Liberalization and 
Poverty: The Evidence So Far”. Journal of Economic Literature. XLII: 72–115 

 Goldberg, P, and N. Pavcnik (2007).  “Distributional Effects of Globalization in 
Developing Countries,” Journal of Economic Literature, 45(1): 39-82 

 Winters, Alan L. and A Martuscelli (2014). “Trade Liberalization and Poverty: What 
Have We Learned in a Decade?”  Annual Review of Resource Economics 6(1): 493-512 

 

Human Capital Investment: Schooling 

 Ray, Development Economics, Chapter 8 

 P. Orazem & E. King (2008) “Schooling in Developing Countries: The Roles of Supply, 
Demand and Government Policy” in Handbook of Development Economics, vol 4.  

 Basu, K. (1999) “Child Labor: Cause, Consequence, and Cure with Remarks on 
International Labor Standards”, Journal of Economic Literature, vol 37. 

 Schultz, T. P. (2004). “School subsidies for the poor: Evaluating the Mexican Progresa 
poverty program.” Journal of Development Economics. 74(1), 199-250. 

 Baird S, C. McIntosh and B. Ozler (2011). “Cash or condition? Evidence from a cash 
transfer experiment.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 126, 1709-1753. 

 Jensen, R. (2010). “The (perceived) Returns to Education and the Demand for 
Schooling”. Quarterly Journal of Economics, 125(2), 515-548. 

 

Human Capital Investment: Health  

 Ray, Development Economics, Chapter 8 

 Dupas, P (2009) “Health Behavior in Developing Countries” Annual Review of 
Economics 3(1):425-449 

 Maccini, S. and D.Yang (2009). “Under the weather: Health, schooling and economic 
consequences of early life rainfall.” American Economic Review 99(3), 1006-36. 

 Ashraf, N., J. Berry and J. Shapiro (2010). “Can Higher Prices Stimulate Product 
Use?,” American Economics Review 100(5), 2383-2413 

 Banerjee, A., A. Deaton, and E. Duflo (2004). "Wealth, Health, and Health Services in 
Rural Rajasthan" American Economic Review, 94(2), 326-330. 
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Intra-household Allocation and Gender 
 

 Ashraf, N. (2009) “Spousal Control and Intra-Household Decision Making: An 
Experimental Study in the Philippines.” American Economic Review, 99(4), 1245-77. 

 Duflo. E. (2002). “Granddaughters and grandmothers: Old age pensions in South 
Africa.” World Bank Economic Review, 17 (1), 1–25. 

 Chattopadhyay R. and E. Duflo (2004), “Women as Policy Makers: Evidence from a 
Randomized Policy Experiment in India,” Econometrica 72(5): 1409-1443 

 Bandiera, O., Buehren, N.,  Burgess, R., Goldstein, M., Gulesci S.,  Rasul I., and M. 
Sulaiman (2019) “Women's Empowerment in Action: Evidence from a Randomized 
Control Trial in Africa” American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, forthcoming 

 
Disclaimer: I may make modifications/additions to the list of readings. Any such modifications 
will be announced in a timely fashion in class and CuLearn.  


