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Course Description

This course investigates linkages between international trade and the environment. It provides
an overview of the theoretical links between international trade and environmental outcomes,
and critically examines the empirical evidence for these linkages.

Course Delivery

Course lectures will be delivered synchronously via Zoom at the scheduled meeting times (Thurs-
days, 2:35-5:25 pm). Lectures will not be recorded; active participation is expected of all students.
As such, students are expected to have a webcam. Zoom links for each lecture will be posted on
cuLearn at least one day prior to lecture.

Course Materials

There is no required textbook for this course. A detailed list of recommended and required
readings will be posted during the first week of class.

While there is no required textbook, the following books are useful references for students inter-
ested in pursuing research on international trade and the environment:

• Copeland, Brian R., and M. Scott Taylor. 2003. Trade and the Environment: Theory and
Evidence. Princeton University Press.

• Feenstra, Robert C. 2016. Advanced International Trade: Theory and Evidence. Princeton Uni-
versity Press. Second Edition
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• Dixit, Avinash K., and Victor Norman. 1980. Theory of International Trade. Cambridge
University Press.

• Helpman, Elhanan, and Paul R. Krugman. 1985. Market Structure and Foreign Trade. MIT
Press.

Evaluation

Student grades will be determined as follows:

Four Assignments (30%)
Two Take-home Exams (70%)

Assignments

There will be four assignments. Unless explicitly noted, students are permitted to work on the
assignments with their classmates. However, students must ensure that all submitted work is
their own. All assignment answers must be typed and submitted electronically in .pdf format
via cuLearn. The assignments are tentatively due prior to the start of class on Jan. 28, Feb. 11,
Mar. 18, and Apr. 01, and will be posted a week prior. Late assignments will not be accepted.

Failure to submit an assignment without a valid reason will result in a grade of zero.

Exams

There will be two take-home exams. The first will be posted after class on February 25, 2021, and
is due before the start of class on March 3, 2021. The second will be posted after class on April
8th, 2021, and is due by 5pm on April 15th, 2021. Exams are to be completed individually, and
all answers must be typed. Exams must be submitted electronically in .pdf format via cuLearn.
Late exam submissions will not be accepted. If a student is unable to complete an exam for a
valid reason, the weight of the missed exam will automatically be shifted to the other exam.

Note: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No
grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Academic Integrity

The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas,
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material,
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or
reference to the original source;

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written,
in whole or in part, by someone else;
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• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;

• using another’s data or research findings;

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s
works and/or failing to use quotation marks;

• handing in “substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once with-
out prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.”

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course instructor. The
Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not
trivial. They can include a final grade of “F” for the course.

Requests for Academic Accommodation

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an
accommodation request, the processes are as follows. For more information on academic accom-
modation, please visit https://students.carleton.ca/course-outline/, or contact the departmental
administrator.

Pregnancy Obligation

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first
two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist.
For more details, visit the Equity Services website.

Religious Obligation

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first
two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist.
For more details, visit the Equity Services website.

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please
contact the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at pmc@carleton.ca or 613-
520-6608 for a formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your
Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no
later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation
(if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon
as possible to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. For more details, visit the Paul
Menton Centre website.
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Survivors of Sexual Violence

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working
and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are
supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy. For
more information about the services available at the university and to obtain information about
sexual violence and/or support, visit: carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support.

Accommodations for Student Activities

Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for
the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom expe-
rience. Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at
the national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic
accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for
accommodation is known to exist. For more details, see the policy.

Course Copyright

Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, discussions, presentations, etc.,
by both instructors and students, are copyright protected and remain the intellectual property
of their respective author(s). All course materials, including lecture notes, outlines, and other
materials, are also protected by copyright and remain the intellectual property of their respective
author(s).

Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials for their
own educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and
course materials publicly for commercial or non-commercial purposes without express written
consent from the copyright holder(s).
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Course Outline

Schedule is tentative and subject to change. Topics may be added or removed time permitting.

Lecture 01: 01/14: Course Overview/The Mechanics of Pollution Emissions

Lecture 02: 01/21: Technology Differences (Theory)

Lecture 03: 01/28: Factor Endowment Differences - Part 1 (Theory)

• Assignment #1 Due.

Lecture 04: 02/04: Factor Endowment Differences - Part 2 (Theory)

Lecture 05: 02/11: Environmental Policy and Comparative Advantage (Empirics)

• Assignment #2 Due.

No Lecture: 02/18: Reading Week

Lecture 06: 02/25: Free Trade and Aggregate Pollution Levels (Empirics)

• Take-Home Exam #1 Posted.

Lecture 07: 03/04: Imperfect Competition - Part 1 (Theory and Empirics)

• Take-Home Exam #1 Due.

Lecture 08: 03/11: Imperfect Competition - Part 2 (Theory and Empirics)

Lecture 09: 03/18: Firm Heterogeneity - Part 1 (Theory)

• Assignment #3 Due.

Lecture 10: 03/25: Firm Heterogeneity - Part 2 (Theory)

Lecture 11: 04/01: Firm Responses to Environmental Policy (Evidence)

• Assignment #4 Due.

Lecture 12: 04/08: Free Trade and the Pollution Emitted by Firms (Evidence)

• Take-Home Exam #2 Posted
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