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COURSE REQUIREMENTS

final course requirement: Presentation and defence of 1st (6907) or 2nd (6908) work-
shop paper which is evaluated by at least three faculty members and graded as SAT (satis-
factory) or PWD (passed with distinction)

preliminary course requirement: Students are expected to present at least once per
semester. A compulsory presentation at a one-day PhD students’ workshop is required.
Note that is not the ‘1st Workshop’ for your thesis.1 This presentation is an opportunity to
showcase the work done between January and March of 2018 towards your PhD thesis and
may be in one of the following categories:

• A particular paper in your area of interest*

• Some preliminary research (either empirical or theoretical)

• Ongoing thesis work (Chapter 1 or 2 of the dissertation)

*Those students who will be attending ECON 6907 for the first time are strongly encouraged
to identify a research area and conduct a literature review.

All students will be expected to actively participate in the workshop. Students who meet
these requirements but not the final course requirements will receive a grade of INP (in
progress)

PhD Students’ Workshop: Thursday, April 12th, 8:30am-5pm

Presentations: Each slides-based presentation will be about 20 minutes long. The audience
will consist of other Ph.D. students and invited faculty members.

Scheduled Meetings:
All students are expected to meet with me at least once during the term to provide an update
on PhD thesis work or any other matter related to progress towards the completion of the

1The ‘1st Workshop’ entails a presentation of the thesis proposal with a prior approval from the thesis
supervisor.

http://http-server.carleton.ca/~hashkhan/
mailto:hashmat.khan@carleton.ca


program. Towards the end of the term, I will ask each student to provide a 1 page update
on the progress with some related information.

A Few Tips:
To help the transition from a ‘consumer’ of research (i.e. course work) to a ‘producer’ of
research (i.e. thesis writing), I strongly encourage you to do the following:

• Papers, presentations, bibliography: Learn LATEX for writing papers, Beamer
for presentations, and Bibtex for references/bibiliography. These are the industry
standards

• myoutput.pdf : Keep a monthly log of your output, and call it myoutput.pdf. That
is, any research piece that you write. This could be a page or two of an idea-sketch or
a brief summary of a paper that you are writing. It could, for example, be a research
question and a brief motivation for why that particular question is interesting and
what are the closest papers in the literature that are relevant. By the end of the term
(late March/early April), myoutput.pdf would be a 6-7 page document. If you would
like feedback on your myoutput.pdf you may arrange a time to meet me at least two
weeks after sending the file to me via email

• Establish research connection with faculty members: Find out which OCGSE
faculty members are doing research in areas you are interested in. An easy way to do
this is by going to their webpages and look up their recent publications. You can also
check the Carleton Economic Paper series. Following that, actively seek opportunities
to interact with those faculty members. Once a faculty member has agreed to be your
thesis supervisor, you should remain in frequent contact and keep him or her updated
on your progress

• Learn from seminars: Attend as many seminars and brown bags as possible during
the term. These are excellent opportunities to learn not only about new research but
also presentational skills and handling seminar questions

• Learn best-practices in empirical research: Learn how you can become better
and more efficient in doing empirical research. An excellent resource is the paper
Working with data: two empiricists’ experience by Christopher R. Knittel and Kostas
Metaxoglou. You should read this paper. Also go through Professor Metaxoglou’s
slides from his presentation at Carleton

• Learn how early stage research ideas are developed: You should attend De-
partmental Brown Bag seminar series. This series represents an excellent opportunity
to learn how early stages of research develops into a paper. Students who have com-
pleted their 1st Workshop should present their Chapter 1 (or 2) of the thesis in this
seminar series. You can simply add your name to an available time slot along with a
presentation title using this link: Brown Bag Series Google Sheet 2017-18

• Keep up with the literature: Sign up on NBER working paper alert and NEP
alert in your area of interest to keep up with the latest research
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https://www.latex-project.org/get/
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/LaTeX/Presentations
http://www.bibtex.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8nwoiuxwvcavtd1/Knittel_Metaxoglou20JEM202016.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w41ycwkpjel60lc/best_beamer.pdf?dl=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hP1eosyVY6pa8P80MI0eUOu9yOSrUKU4SQsoN1fBV7Q/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.nber.org/papers.html
http://nep.repec.org/
http://nep.repec.org/


• Know the journals: Get familiarized with the top general interest and top field
journals (in your area of interest)

• FPA Research Month Conference on Inequality: Health, Measurement, and Policy on
February 28th.

• Embrace professional etiquette: Read the Tips for job interviews, meetings, and
conference participations that Marge will circulate at the beginning of the Winter term

3


