An Overview of the Washington Agreement for

Armenia-Azerbaijan Conflict Resolution

Dr. Jean-Francois Ratelle

August 14, 2025

In August 2025, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and the United States signed a three-way agreement to end
the long-standing conflict between the two nations, built upon the preliminary agreements

established between Armenia and Azerbaijan in March 2025. The prospective peace deal further

includes a clause for the creation of the Trump Route for International Peace and Prosperity
(TRIPP), a transport corridor through the Zangezur region. The TRIPP establishes a 99-year
partnership granting the U.S. exclusive rights to develop transportation and energy infrastructure
within Armenia's Zangezur corridor to create a new Asia-Europe transit route that bypasses

Russia and Iran.

The Lesser Evil for Armenia

Armenia's decision to grant the USA an exclusive development accord reflects its aspiration to become an
integral component of the Middle Corridor initiative, thereby positioning itself as a strategic transit hub.

This agreement signifies a clear shift in Armenia’s foreign policy, pivoting towards the West and away from
its traditional alignment with Russia. By involving American firms in the development of the Syunik
province, Yerevan hopes to encourage a more proactive and stabilizing US presence in the South
Caucasus. This move is also intended to mitigate Azerbaijan’s escalating bellicose propaganda directed at
Armenia, despite the fact that the current accord lacks explicit security guarantees. Ultimately, with the
European Union remaining a distant and uncommitted partner in the peace process, Armenia likely
achieved the most it could under these challenging circumstances. Armenia's acceptance of a peace
agreement that necessitates the abandonment of its claims to Nagorno-Karabakh, along with the rights of
its displaced population and the preservation of its cultural sites, is a profound and controversial
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concession. This sacrifice, made with the aim of achieving regional prosperity, is met with considerable
resistance among Armenians, who widely perceive the deal as a forced capitulation rather than a genuine
resolution often described as a "peace under the barrel of a gun."

Mediation or Neo-Imperialism?

American mediation in the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan cannot be considered a genuine
effort to achieve peace, but rather a calculated move by the U.S. to exploit Armenia's weakened position
for its own strategic gain. The White House's mediation efforts appear to be primarily motivated by
geopolitical advantage and domestic political calculations, rather than a commitment to an equitable
settlement. Rather than functioning as an impartial mediator, the U.S. government appears poised to
leverage military vulnerabilities to advance its own economic and political agendas. This form of self-
interested mediation can be seen as predatory, rather than being guided by principles of establishing the
basis of lasting peace.

America’s mediation failed to compel Azerbaijan to show good-faith negotiations in the negotiation
process. Armenia has conceded to the majority of Azerbaijan's demands in diplomatic negotiations since

2020, even foregoing critical requests like the right of return for Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians and the
protection of cultural heritage.

The Washington agreement legitimizes Azerbaijan's recent violations of international law, which include
war of aggression, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. The American-led mediation legitimizes
military aggression, undermines a global order based on international norms, and leaves a legacy of
unpunished crimes that fuel future instability. The Washington agreement's primary beneficiaries are
Ankara and Washington. The agreement offers the United States an opportunity to expand its influence in
the South Caucasus, a region where Russian dominance has been historically prominent. For Tiirkiye, the
TRIPP signifies the ultimate success of its regional expansion into the South Caucasus and Central Asia,
largely at the expense of its rivals, Russia and Iran.

The Impact on the Russo-Ukrainian War

The Washington agreement's self-interested nature highlights the risks associated with the Trump
administration's leading role as a mediator in the Russo-Ukrainian conflict. The Trump-Putin summit in
Alaska and other interactions between their teams indicate that the United States is willing to impose
considerable costs on Kyiv, including territorial concessions, and ultimately reward violations of
international law for the short-lived success of a peace accord.

If the European Union and Canada remain on the sidelines, Washington might be inclined to prioritize a

deal that benefits the United States rather than Ukraine. This was evident in the rare-earth deal signed

with Kyiv in 2025. Such an approach would sacrifice the international rules-based order for geostrategic
advantages and economic opportunities. Both the Washington agreement and the Trump-Putin summit
demonstrate that this style of mediation disregards future conflict prevention through international justice
mechanisms. It also lacks consideration for a proper reconciliation process that involves victims and states
that are victims of aggression.
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