
Carleton University 
Joint Health and Safety Committee and Union Leadership 
COVID-19 Update Meeting #10 – August 26, 2020.  
Microsoft Teams, 10:00 am 

 
The JHSC Management co-chair Tony Lackey chaired the meeting.  
Given the special nature of the meeting, quorum was not required (although it was attained). 
David Hunt attended in place of Nancy Delcellier 
 
Information #1. Tony provided updates on the various initiatives undertaken or underway through the 
Return to Campus Committee. He indicated that the university mask policy currently requires masks 
need to be worn in publicly accessible areas. The policy is now under review to ensure it is applicable to 
university needs. The university is moving to opening up parts of the University Centre to meet the 
needs for the fall term. The Academic Continuity Committee has made some recommendations for the 
winter term, including offering online course delivery with the potential for some pilot projects for some 
face to face activities with students.  Faculty will be given access to some classrooms to record courses.  
The Tim Hortons in Richcraft is open.  The Bookstore, Roosters, Campus Card, Starbucks, access to UPass 
are all going to be open with detailed physical distancing requirements.  The Ice House has also been re-
opened.  The Fitness Centre has proposed opening hours and identified the number of people that will 
be allowed inside.  The expectation is that there will be approximately 1,300 students in residence this 
fall.  There are currently 5 international students who have arrived and are in quarantine in Lanark 
residence.   
 
Information #2. The federal and provincial governments issued directives to ensure that universities had 
plans in place for properly quarantining international students when they arrive in Canada.  The travel 
ban is expected to be extended and we do not anticipate a large number of international students 
arriving on campus. International students coming into the country are not deemed essential under the 
current travel ban, which makes it difficult for international students to get to campus. 
 
Information #3. Tony indicated that there are numerous student groups who are requesting to host 
events on campus and this is creating some challenges for the university in terms of meeting provincial 
and public health protocols. 
 
Information #4. Tony indicated that the fall Student Orientation will be primarily online this year.  The 
SEO has been identifying creative solutions to keep the students safe, while ensuring a very positive 
student experience. SEO will be holding a “drive by pick-up” of orientation kits for students.  The drive-
by setup allows people to physically distance and avoid crowds by not having to get out of their car. 
 
 
Questions Raised 
 
Q1. A guest asked about the president’s message implying about the type of classes that will be 
offered in the winter? Tony indicated that it would be online classes with pilot in-person projects 
(capstone, grad students). 
 
Q2. A guest asked why people are working in Lanark and Renfrew if there are students in quarantine? 
L. Cruz indicated that there are 3 people in Renfrew working on the first floor. The worker co-chair 
indicated that the first day of Lanark quarantine is starting as of September 5, 2020. A total of 6 students 



will be housed in Renfrew. She provided a list of which rooms will be occupied in the residences. Tony 
indicated that he would follow up with Laura Storey (Director Housing) to make sure that information is 
shared to ensure everyone is aware.   
 
Q3. A guest indicated that FMP was told all staff are to wear masks throughout campus even 
outdoors, and people have propped doors open?  Tony clarified that the use of masks outdoors is to 
occur when physical distancing cannot be maintained. He also indicated that the fire door issue is a 
known issue throughout the community and efforts are being directed to resolve the problem.  This may 
require additional security, leveraging student support. Tony encouraged everyone in the community to 
help keep a look out and close any doors that are supposed to be closed if they happen to be open as it 
is a violation of the fire code. 
 
Q4. A guest inquired about the number of cleaners on campus and how to gain access to his office on 
campus, assuming once people are granted access will there be cleaning of the buildings?  Tony 
indicated to contact the specific Dean to arrange for access. Cleaners will be able to clean the building 
doors, switches, etc. but will not be responsible for individual office spaces.   
 
Q5. A member asked about the protocol for international students who are not staying on campus? 
Tony indicated that all international students have been advised to quarantine on campus, and the 
university does have a protocol to check-in with those students to make sure that they are following 
quarantine procedures at their place of residence.  Tony also indicated that the penalties issued for not 
following quarantine are very harsh and should encourage students to follow the quarantine protocols.   
 
Next meeting(s) 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 9, 2020, at 10:00 AM, Room 608 Robertson (or 
Microsoft Teams). 
 
Adjournment  

 


