
Carleton University 
Joint Health and Safety Committee and Union Leadership 
COVID-19 Update Meeting #7 – July 15, 2020.  
Microsoft Teams, 10:00 am 

 
The JHSC Management co-chair Tony Lackey, chaired the meeting.  
Given the special nature of the meeting, quorum was not required (although it was attained). 
 
Information #1. Tony discussed the order from Ottawa Public Health pertaining to the wearing of masks 
within all public buildings.  On campus, there are 4 buildings that are deemed publicly accessible, CTTC, 
Athletics, Residence Commons and the three residence buildings that are occupied. 
 
Information #2. Tony indicated that the new Ontario Government order allows for Athletics summer 
day camps to commence for larger groups with cohorts of 10.  Team sports restrictions have been 
somewhat lessened and the Ice House and the Ravens Nest are possibly capable of opening.  The facility 
must be able to provide physical distancing room to ensure that all individuals are able to distance.  The 
new order is being reviewed by Tony, the return to campus team and legal counsel to ensure that the 
university is compliant.  A strategy is being developed with Athletics to come up with a successful 
strategy.  The only other area that is impacted is the Carleton-Dominion Chalmers Centre as they will 
now be allowed to have events for up to 50 people or less, depending on physical distancing. 
 
3. Nancy reminded that all members of the committee need to complete the COVID-19 training 
regardless of if people are returning to campus or not.   
 
Questions Raised 
 
Q1. Why are the tunnels not considered as public space?  Tony indicated that the tunnels are being 
closed and will not be public space due to not being able to guarantee physical distancing.  The bylaw 
would require signage and hand sanitizer at each exit.  The intent was always to restrict access to the 
tunnels for all but  those individuals with accessibility issues and golf carts.  The university was waiting 
for the bylaw to be issued to verify the exact nature of the wording.  Once the order comes down, the 
university will be able to implement signage.  The university’s policy is if you are unable to maintain 
social distancing, employees should wear a mask.  The university will limit the number of buildings that 
will be deemed public. 
 
Q2. How difficult will it be to police the use of masks?  Tony indicated that it is relatively easy to police 
currently with the bulk of campus being closed.  The new bylaw may provide guidance on fines for not 
wearing face masks in public buildings.  Nancy indicated that messaging will be ramped up, specifically 
for public spaces. 
 
Q3. Can tunnel entrances be secured?  Tony indicated that the university may not be in a position to 
lock all of the entrances.  Tony is meeting with FMP to discuss a strategy for the locks. Some of the doors 
do not have any locking hardware on them and will require significant work to be lockable.  Nancy 
indicated that signage will be placed at all entrances as a first approach. 
 
Q4. With people accessing the Athletics building, who enforces the wearing of a mask in the building?  
Tony indicated that the health order requires each owner to abide by the regulation.  This will be the 
biggest challenge to getting everyone to wear a mask.  Tony indicated that recent surveys suggest that 



85% of Canadians are willing to wear a mask to help curtail the spread of the virus.  Using it as an 
employee education piece is the best approach and does not need to involve any escalation to Campus 
Safety.  Nancy indicated that there may be individuals who are exempt from wearing a mask, and the 
Order seemingly does not allow this to be disputed. 
 
Q5. Will Science Stores be considered public?  Tony indicated that no, Science Stores will not be 
considered public as it is mostly only employees who frequent the store.  Delivery personnel making 
deliveries are not considered public. 
 
Q6. Is there a plan to open up the fitness centre for employees who are returning to work?  An 
announcement in the Carleton Top 5 offered up virtual training.  Nancy indicated that the cleaning and 
disinfection required to meet public health guidelines requires an increase in staff to meet the necessary 
cleaning.  Adding Athletics at this time could result in not having the necessary staff in place to keep up 
with the requirements.  Tony indicated that the cleaning requirements going forward will be the biggest 
challenge to ensure that the university has the people in place, who are properly trained, to be able to 
clean the buildings to public health guidelines standards.  
 
 

Next meeting(s) 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, July 29, 2020, at 10:00 AM, Room 608 Robertson (or Microsoft 
Teams). 
 

 


