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Guidelines for Purchasing, Modifying and Transferring
Laser Products

Purpose

This guideline applies to all researchers and staff at Carleton University who purchase laser products for
research, teaching or other purposes from both local and international vendors, manufacturers, or
distributors.

Health Canada regulates the sale, lease and import of laser products in Canada under the authority of
the Radiation Emitting Devices Act (REDA). As of October 9, 2025, updates to the Radiation Emitting
Devices Regulations (REDR) under the REDA will come into force and apply to all classes of lasers and
laser products sold or imported in Canada.

The updated regulations bring engineering and labelling requirements in line with international standards
IEC 60825-1:2014 and add to Canada-specific requirements.

This guide is designed to provide CU researchers and staff direction when considering the purchase,
modification, export and transfer of all laser and laser products belonging to all laser classes.

All Class 3B and Class 4 lasers and laser products are regulated under Carleton University Laser
Safety program, and must be registered with EH&S.

Key Compliance Requirements
Effective October 9, 2025,

-Lasers and laser products must be classified into one of eight hazard classes using IEC 60825-1 testing
methods.

i.e.,Class1,1M, 1C, 2,2M, 3R, 3B, 4

- Devices must include built-in engineering safety features according to IEC standards to mitigate radiation
hazards.

- Labeling must be provided in English and French languages, include laser class, and applicable warnings
and warning signs.

Important!

Laser products used for non-research purposes (e.g. laser pointers, lasers in projectors, 3D printers,
enclosed laser engravers and cutters, etc.) are also subject to the updated REDR and must meet the
minimum engineering, labelling and classification requirements outlined above.
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https://carleton.ca/ehs/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2025/03/Laser-Registration-Form-new-2.pdf
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End User Responsibilities

Lasers and laser products should be purchased from reputable suppliers, and in compliance with the
university’s Procurement Policy. Departments must also comply with all current provincial polices (“Buy
Ontario” and the U.S. Procurement Restriction Policy) in making their purchase decision. Where the
purchase is made from an international vendor, the department is responsible to ensure that the laser or

laser product meets requirements under the updated REDR.

Consult Environmental Health and Safety ehs@carleto.ca for additional guidance.
Resources

- Health Canada Guidance on Laser Products: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/health-

risks-safety/radiation/everyday-things-emit-radiation/laser-products/guidance.html

- Canada Gazette - REDR Amendments: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2024/2024-10-09/html/sor-
dors196-eng.html

- UL Solutions — Canada Laser Regulations Overview: https://www.ul.com/insights/new-canada-laser-
regulations
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