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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This class will examine the history and traditions of science fiction from the nineteenth century to the 

present.  In particular, we will be looking at how "speculative fiction" is used to examine particular 

philosophical ideas, concepts or questions.  We will also be examining the similarities and differences 

between text and film: how each medium constructs a narrative, how adaption and remediation 

function, how these media construct meaning, what constitutes a valid interpretation. As well, we will 

looks at how particular works are affected by the industries from which they emerge, and from specific 

social and historical circumstances. 

 

This is a blended class, which meets once-a-week online synchronously (usually Tuesday) and has the 

other day devoted to asynchronous mini-lectures, video content, reading, and study (usually Thursday). 

See the class schedule for more details. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

➢ Students will engage in the close reading of literary texts 
➢ Students will write a minimum of 3-4 graded writing assignments, in which they are expected to 

do the following: 
• develop a persuasive thesis across an essay 
• develop complex ideas using correct and effective expression according to 
academic practice of English as a discipline 
• use and cite evidence from primary texts appropriately 



➢ Students will be introduced to issues in secondary research (such as critical 
evaluation of and citation of secondary materials 

➢ Students will complete a formally scheduled or take-home final paper 
 

 

TEXTS (available from Haven Books) 

Wells, H.G. War of the Worlds. Project Gutenberg, 2021.  

Finney, Jack. Invasion of the Body Snatchers. London, UK: Gollancz, 2010. 

Clarke, Arthur C. 2001: A Space Odyssey. New York, NY: Roc, 2000. 

Sagan, Carl. Contact. New York, NY: Pocket Books, 1985. 

Atwood, Margaret. Handmaid's Tale. New York, NY, Anchor Books, 1998. 

Brooks, Max. World War Z. New York, NY: Three Rivers Press, 2007. 

 

FILMS (available online; those above, plus:) 

 

Branagh, Kenneth. Mary Shelly's Frankenstein. TriStar Pictures, 1994. 

Lang, Fritz. Metropolis. UFA, 1927. 

Schaffner, Franklin J. Planet of the Apes. 20th Century Fox, 1968. 

Scott, Ridley. Blade Runner. Warner Bros, 1982. 

 

RULES OF THE ROAD 

 

• Be prepared and ready to engage with the materials. It really does make things more fruitful and insightful 

for everyone. 

• Turn off all things that buzz, beep, or ping. Really. 

• No texting in class.  If you need to take a brief glance at alerts, fine.  But in general, phones face down or in 

pockets. 

• You’re welcome to bring your computer to class to take notes. Try to avoid the temptation to multitask -- 

be attentive to the discussion at hand.  Concentrated attention is different that surfing and multitasking. 

• No one in this class is stupid. Ever. University requires thinking in different ways and that can take time.  

Just because someone hasn’t acquired a skill yet or a mode of thinking yet doesn’t mean they’re any better 

or worse than anyone else. Everyone has a unique skillset & set of contributions to make. Patience. 

Empathy. Everyone is a knowledge resource for everyone else. 

• Be respectful of others with your presence, time, and attention. 

• Get to know the ins & outs of the library.  Online resources are great, but there’s no substitute for the book 

and resource people there. 

• Discrimination or disrespect of any type will not be tolerated. Full stop.  

• Feel free to bring your own experiences, scholarship, and interests to bear on the work at hand.  The more 

invested you are in it, the more interesting the end product will tend to be.  Chances are others will have 

had similar experiences to share that will be catalyzed by your contribution.  

• Connect with others.  Five intelligent people over coffee can teach you as much as any  class --  five 

 clever people with books & laptops, possibly even more so. Get to know one another. Share notes, 

 ideas, skills and recommendations. 

 



IMPORTANT DATES (WINTER 2021) 

 

January 3, 2022––Deadline for winter course outlines. 

January 10, 2022––Winter term begins. 

January 24, 2022––Last day for registration for winter term courses. 

February 18, 2022––April examination schedule available online. 

February 21, 2022––Statutory holiday. University closed. 

February 22-25, 2022––Winter Break. Classes are suspended. 

March 29, 2022––Last day for summative tests or examinations or formative tests or 

examinations totaling more than 15% of the final grade. 

April 12, 2022––Last day of winter term classes. Last day to assign take-home exams due on the 

final day of the exam schedule. Last day that can be assigned as a due date for term work. 

April 14-28, 2022––Final examinations. 

April 15, 2022––Statutory holiday. University closed. 
 

GRADING 

 

Biography assignment     5% 

Short Responses (3 x ~2p) 30% 

Midterm Paper   20% 

Final Paper    35% 

Attendance and participation  10% 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Biography Assignment (2 paragraphs + photo): The bio assignment is basically a means of letting me 

know where you're coming from and getting to know others in the class. These are done via Brightspace 

and should include details like name, major, interests, and any other relevant information you'd like to 

share with your peers. As well, include what technology you're looking forward to in the future, which 

one worries you, and why. These are only graded as either complete/incomplete. 

 

Film Responses (3 x ~2 pages): These are short papers written at the end of each month (Jan, Feb, 

March). These are essentially "five paragraph essays" designed to give people practice with thesis-based 

writing and using textual evidence. Prompts are provided, and one can write on any of the texts studied 

that month. If we haven't completed the text yet, on is welcome to write a paper based on the chapters 

completed to date. 

Midterm Paper: (5-6 pages): These are research papers due before Winter Break (February 22-25). 

Library research and secondary materials should be used, as should a variety of textual evidence from 

the primary work you are focusing on. Only one internet source is allowed for these papers (online 



journals and other scholarly material accessed via the library do not count towards this). Citations and 

the bibliography should be in MLA format. A selection of prompts for the paper will be provided via 

Brightspace. 

Final Paper: (6-8 pages): These are research papers due at the end of the semester. One can write on 

any of the MAJOR texts (ie. novel or graphic novel) from over the course of the class. Prompts will be 

provided via Brightspace. Citations and bibliography should be in MLA format. 

 

Please use MLA (Modern Language Association) document & 

documentation style. For relevant examples, see:   

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_for

matting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html 

For formatting of Works Cited, see: https:bibguru.com or http://www.citationmachine.net/ 

Full assignment details will be available on Brightspace. 

 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. 

This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until 

they have been approved by the Dean. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Students will be allowed three absences.  Additional absences will impact the final grade.  Absences and 

contributions to the class overall are taken into account when calculating the final participation grade.  If 

you need to be absent from class due to unforeseen circumstances, email me before class to let me 

know you will not be attending and (in general) why. Try to get notes and materials from others to see 

what we’ve covered. 

In cases where you are experiencing problems in class, or have circumstances outside of class that 
are affecting your academic work, the most important thing is to let me know.  I don’t need to have 
all the gritty details (and probably don’t *want* to know) -- just keep me in the loop so that I know 
“where you’re at” and hopefully alternative arrangements can be made.  If you need some advice, 
guidance, a referral, assistance, or someone to listen, the door’s always open.   
 
Please note: If you vanish inexplicably for an extended period of time, there’s a certain point at 
which it’s out of my hands and I *can’t* help you, due to the policies of the university.  So don’t do 
that. 

 

PLAGIARISM  

 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 

expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html
http://bibme.org/
http://www.citationmachine.net/


• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to 

the original source;  

 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 

whole or in part, by someone else;  

 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 

appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

 

• using another’s data or research findings;  

 

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks;  

 

• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs."  

 

Plagiarism is a form of intellectual theft. It is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly with the 

course’s instructor. The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an 

interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties 

are not trivial. They can include failure of the assignment, failure of the entire course, or suspension 

from a program. For more information please go to: https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/  

 

https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/


ACCOMODATION 
 

 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For 

an accommodation request the processes are as follows: 

 

Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during 

the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known 

to exist. For accommodation regarding a formally-scheduled final exam, you must complete 

the Pregnancy Accommodation Form. 

 

Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the 

first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 

exist. For more details click here. 

 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for 

Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities 

(LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

(ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in 

mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in 

this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. 

If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your 

Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the 

first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 

requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements 

are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the 

formally-scheduled exam (if applicable). 

 

Survivors of Sexual Violence 

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, 

working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where 

survivors are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence 

Policy. For more information about the services available at the university and to obtain 

information about sexual violence and/or support, 

visit: https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/sexual-violence-prevention-survivor-support/   

 

Accommodation for Student Activities 

Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for 

the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom 

experience. Reasonable accommodation will be provided to students who compete or perform 

at the national or international level. Write to me with any requests for academic 

accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-

content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf 

https://carleton.ca/equity/contact/form-pregnancy-accommodation/
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/discrimination-harassment/religious-spiritual-observances/
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/sexual-violence-prevention-survivor-support/
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf

