
 

 

Day(s) of the week / Time(s) of lectures 

Winter Term: Friday, 11:35-2:25 

Instructor: Larry Thompson 

Email: larrythompson@cunet.carleton.ca 

Office: 238 MacOdrum Library 

Office Hours: Monday, 5-6 pm 
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 Topic Learning Objectives  
You will learn to… 

Class Agenda Assignments/ Exercises / 
Readings                        DUE 

Practica Resources & 
References 

I 
Jan 
10 

Introduc-
tion to 
Studies in 
Publish-
ing 

Understand key 

course concepts 

Comprehend goals 

of the course, peda-

gogy, assignments, 

practica,  

Organize a chrono-

logical seminar 

schedule 

Experience creation 

of an oral tradition 

Reflect on experienc-

ing the oral tradition 

Develop feedback 

mechanisms with the 

prof & each other 

Discuss what you 

want/need from 

the course 

Discuss what I 

want/need from 

the course 

Course Overview 
Literature Pre-
view 
Q&A 
generate seminar 
schedule 
Reflection: on 
oral tradition 

Exercise: create Semi-
nar or oral presenta-
tion chronological 
schedule 
Exercise: Reflect on 
Practicum I 
Assignment: Book Re-
view 
Assignment: Research 
essay annotated bibli-
ography 
Assignment: Research 
essay abstract 
Assignment: Research 
Essay 
Reading: 

 Practicum I: 
The Oral 
Tradition 

Reading: Bri-

tannica “His-

tory of Pub-

lishing” - 

Unwin, 

Tucker 

Reading: The 

Write Stuff. 

Bower 

 

source materi-

als from ARC 

II 
Jan 
17 

The Win-

dow of 

the 

World 

 

Publish-

ing in the 

Ancient 

World 

Understand role of  

publishing in the 

origin of civilization 

Experience and re-

flect upon the crea-

tion of a clay cunei-

form tablet 

Compare/contrast 
ancient & modern 

publishing 

Discuss course 

issues 

Review: assigned 

readings  

seminars (an-

cient world pub-

lishing) 

Exercise: Reflect on 
tablet practicum 
Reading: “From 

Scroll … to Codex” & 

The Oxford Compan-

ion to the Book - 

Scroll Due  

 Practicum 

II: Cunei-

form tablets 

video “Irving 

Finkle teaches 

cuneiform” 
modelling 

clay & popsi-

cle stick 
 
source materi-

als from ARC 

III 
Jan 
24 

Publish-

ing in the 

Classical 

World 
 

Understand role of 

publishing in Greco-

Roman civilization 

Experience and re-

flect upon properties 

of the scroll in rela-

tion to tablet and co-

dex 

Discuss course is-

sues 

Review: assigned 

readings 

seminars 
(Greek/Ro-

man/early Chris-

tian publishing) 

Reading: Michelle P. 
Brown , “The Triumph 
of the Codex” due  

 Practicum 

III: Scroll 
source materi-

als from ARC 

IV 
Jan 
31 

Medieval 

Publish-

ing I 

Reproduce an early 

medieval bound 

blank book, and/or 

understand the inge-

nuity and labour in-

volved in the act 

Discuss course is-

sues 

Create Coptic 

bound book 

Assignment: reflection 
on Coptic practicum 
Due  
Reading: Drucker. The 
Alphabetic Labyrinth. 
Due  

 Practicum 

IV: Binding 

a Coptic 

book 

Guest instruc-

tor - Paul 

Champion 

Demers $20 
source materi-

als from ARC 

V 
Feb 
7 

Medieval 

Publish-

ing II 

Reflect on the skill-

sets and labour in-

volved in producing a 

medieval book  

See the visual rela-

tionship between 

epochs & the scripts 

that characterize them 

Discuss issues 

Review: assigned 

readings (2) 

Lecture: on 

script 

Reflections: on 

Coptic binding 

Seminars (Medi-

eval publishing) 

Exercise: Reflect on 
calligraphy 
Reading: Amert, Kay. 
Stanley Morison’s Al-
dine Hypothesis Revis-
ited 

 Practicum 

V: Calligra-

phy 

India ink 
 
source materi-

als from ARC 
 



 

 

 Topic Learning Objectives  
You will learn to… 

Class Agenda Assignments/ Exercises / 
Readings                        DUE 

Practica Resources & 
References 

VI 
Feb 
14 

Infor-
mation 
Age / In-
for-
mation 
Rage 
 
The Dawn 
of the 
Age of 
Print 

Reflect on the skill-

sets and style in me-

dieval script 

recognize the human-

ism in early print pro-

duction 

experience typeset-
ting & printing 

Discuss course is-

sues 

Review assigned 
reading 
Reflection: on 
calligraphy 
Lecture: on type 
& printing 

Assignment: Reflec-
tion on typesetting 
Due  
Reading: Darton, Rob-
ert. The Travels of a 
Publisher's Sales Rep, 
1775–76 

 Practicum 
VI: Setting 
and printing 
movable 
type 

Guest lec-

turer: Dr. Paul 

Jay 

 
source materi-

als from ARC 

February 21  WINTER BREAK      

VII 
Feb 
28 

Publish-
ing in the 
Print Rev-
olution 

Understand aspects 
of publishing in the 
Renaissance, Enlight-
enment, Romantic 
eras 
reflect on the impact 
of movable type 
experience tech-
niques of relief illus-
tration  

Discuss course is-

sues 

Review assigned 
reading 
Seminars 
(18th/19th cen-
tury publishing) 
Reflection: on 
typesetting 

Assignment: Reflec-
tion on engraving 
Exercise: Reflect on 
wood engraving 
Reading: Boyd, Timo-
thy. A Regular Illus-
trated Book': William 
Allingham 

 Practicum 
VII: wood 
engraving 

source materi-

als from ARC 
 

 

VIII 

Mar 
6 

A Picture 
is Worth 
275 
Words 

Understand the im-
pact of illustration on 
publishing & its rela-
tionship to current 
and future trends in 
publishing 

Discuss issues 

Reflection: on 

wood engraving 

Seminars (20th & 
21st century pub-
lishing) 
Book Reports 

Reading: Armstrong, 
James. ‘One who Flies 
the "Jolly Roger" on a 
Sea of Censorship': 
Jack Kahane (1887-
1939). 

  source materi-

als from ARC 
 

IX 
Mar 
13 

Between 
the Co-
vers - For-
bidden 
Subjects 
 

Discern between 
publishing for passion 
and publishing for 
money 
understand censor-
ship as it relates to 
publishers 

Discuss issues 

Lecture: “publish-
ing pornography” 
Seminars:(con-
temporary issues) 
Book Reports 

Reading: Murphy, Tara 
Kathleen. The Porcu-
pine’s Quill & the 
Gaspereau Press. 

  source materi-

als from ARC 

X 
Mar 
20 

The Cana-
dian Pub-
lishing 
Spectrum 

Understand the reali-
ties of publishing in 
small countries 

Discuss issues 

Lecture 
Seminars 
Book Reports 

Reading: Muri, Allison. 
Virtually Human: The 
Electronic Page, the 
Archived Body, and 
Human Identity 

  source materi-

als from ARC 

XI 
Mar 
27 

Publish-
ing in the 
Third Mil-
lennium  

Predict the future of 
publishing by analyz-
ing the practises and 
tech of the past 

Discuss issues 
Lecture 
Seminars 
Book Reports 

    

XII 
Apr 
3 

To Pub-
lish, Not 
Perish 

Answer the question: 
Why publish? 

Discuss issues 

Seminars 

Book Reports 

Lecture 

   source materi-

als from ARC 



 

 

 Topic Learning Objectives  
You will learn to… 

Class Agenda Assignments/ Exercises / 
Readings                        DUE 

Practica Resources & 
References 

        

 

Tentative 

Due Dates 

%  

Grade 

Assessment 

Type 

Description PLO* DLE** CLO 

(see III 

above) 

TBA 15 Article reviews 

1-5 

5 literature reviews written (500 wds) 1,2,3,4,5 1,4,5 1,5 

TBA 10 Practicum Re-

flections 1-3 

3 experience reflections written (500 

wds) 

1,3,4,5,6 1,3,4,7 1,4,5 

24 January 5 Essay - research annotated list of sources 2,3,4 1, 2 3 

31 January 5 Essay - abstract plan or outline 1,2,3,4,6 1, 2, 5 1,3 

14 February 20 Essay 4,000 words 1,2,3,4,5 1,2,3,6 1,2,3 

TBA 15 Book Review written & oral analysis - 1,500 words 1,3,4,5,6 1,2,6,7 5 

Various 

dates 

15 Seminars oral - 15-20 mins 1,2,3,4,6 1,3,4,6 1,2,5 

 15 Participation see below 1,2,4,6 1,3,4,5,6 5 

 100      

 



 

 

 

 
 

• 

• 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Fac-
ulty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No 
grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
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You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an ac-
commodation request, the processes are as follows:  
 
Pregnancy obligation  
Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 

details, visit the Equity Services website: https://carleton.ca/equity/contact/form-pregnancy-ac-
commodation/ 
 
Religious obligation 
Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 

details, visit the Equity Services website: https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/discrimination-harass-
ment/religious-spiritual-observances/ 
 
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please con-
tact the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or 
pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor 
your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no 
later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if ap-
plicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon as possible 

https://carleton.ca/equity/contact/form-pregnancy-accommodation/
https://carleton.ca/equity/contact/form-pregnancy-accommodation/
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/discrimination-harassment/religious-spiritual-observances/
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/discrimination-harassment/religious-spiritual-observances/
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


 

 

to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. For more details, visit the Paul Menton Centre 

Website: carleton.ca/pmc 
 
Survivors of Sexual Violence 
As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and 
living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and its survivors are supported 
through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. For more information 
about the services available at the university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or 

support, visit: https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/sexual-violence-prevention-survivor-support/ 
 
Accommodation for Student Activities  
Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the 
university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. 
Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national 
or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 

known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-
Activities-1.pdf 
 

http://carleton.ca/pmc
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/sexual-violence-prevention-survivor-support/
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
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