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Figure 1: Nick Drnaso, from Sabrina 

 
“It has become appallingly obvious that our technology has exceeded our humanity.” 

    —Albert Einstein 
 
Calendar description: Introduction to active literary reading skills, focusing on at least three liter-
ary genres including poetry, prose, and drama, with attention to literary, social, historical, and polit-
ical contexts. This course is writing attentive. Strongly recommended for English majors. Consult 
English Department website for annual topics. 
 
Detailed course description: This course explores how literary and visual media shape our under-
standing of identity in a world saturated by social media, political rhetoric, and rapidly evolving 
technologies. We’ll read across genres—memoir, graphic novel, fiction, film, poetry—to ask how 
literature not only expresses who we are, but also participates in constructing identity itself. Along-
side illness narratives and stories about race, gender, sexuality, and embodiment, we’ll explore what 

happens when identity is cast as monstrous—when people or bodies are deemed abnormal, danger-
ous, or “other.” 
Are literary works merely tools of self-expression, or are they technologies that govern how we 
think, feel, and relate to the world? What role does rhetoric play in cancel culture or in the ways so-
ciety and medicine define what’s “normal”? From the intimate to the institutional, we’ll consider 

how culture teaches us who belongs—and who doesn’t. 
 
Keywords: Monstrosity, identity, illness narratives, rhetoric, visual culture, literary media, social 
media, embodiment, technology, gender, race, abnormality, cancel culture, biopolitics.  
 

https://www3.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/0910/courses/ENGL/1000.html
mailto:stuart.murray@carleton.ca


Learning Outcomes:  
• Understand and analyze how narrative and visual texts contribute to the formation and rep-

resentation of selfhood, identity, and otherness. 
• Critically examine the intersections of identity, monstrosity, technology, and culture across 

diverse literary and media forms. 
• Reflect on the cultural and ethical implications of “technologies of the self,” including the 

distinctions between artificial and emotional intelligence. 
• Explore how authors use narrative techniques, metaphor, and multimodal storytelling to ex-

press embodied experiences of illness, race, gender, and marginalization. 
• Engage with a range of genres—including memoir, poetry, fiction, film, and graphic nov-

els—to consider how form shapes meaning in identity narratives. 
• Develop critical reading, writing, speaking, and analytical skills through close engagement 

with texts and sustained classroom discussion. 
 
Texts to Purchase (Carleton Bookstore, Amazon.ca prices offered for comparison):  
Carson, Anne. Autobiography of Red: A Novel in Verse. McClelland and Stewart, 2016. 

$19.95 Amazon link 
Dick, Philip K. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Penguin Random House, 1996. $24.95. Am-

azon link 
Drnaso, Nick. Sabrina. Drawn & Quarterly, 2018. $32.95. Amazon link 
Durand, Élodie. Parenthesis. [2010]. Edited by Chris Stares. Translated by Edward Gauvin. Top 

Shelf Productions, 2021. $25.99. Amazon link 
Ng, Celeste. Our Missing Hearts. Penguin Canada, 2023. $23.00. Amazon link 
Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein: The Original 1818 Text, 3rd Ed. Edited by D.L. MacDonald and 

Kathleen Scherf. Broadview Press, 2012. $15.50 Amazon link 
Winterson, Jeanette. Frankissstein: A Love Story. Vintage Canada, 2020. $18.60 Amazon link 
 
E-books are permissible! However, for the graphic novels this might not be the best interface. 
 
Other course materials will be made available digitally through Brightspace. Please bring a laptop 
or tablet to class for in-class access to these texts and in-class assignments and discussion.  
 
Tentative Grading Scheme: 

Fall 2025 Diagnostic Essay (0%) 
 Short “Freudian” Critical Reader Response (7.5%) 
 In-class Midterm Exam (10%) 
 Critical Close Reading of selected comics panel(s) (7.5%) 
 Final Term Essay (20%) 
 Attendance and Participation (5%) 
Winter 2026 Winter Short Essay 1 (10%) 
 Winter Short Essay 2 (10%) 
 Final Term Research Essay (25%) 
 Attendance and Participation (5%) 

 
The penalty for unaccommodated / unexcused late assignments is 2% per day. That said, I’m lenient 

with extensions: please just ask!  
 
N.B. Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Fac-
ulty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 
are final until they have been approved by the Dean.  
 

https://www.amazon.ca/Autobiography-Red-Novel-Anne-Carson/dp/0771018134/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3RC0CINVT6L2D&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UoFdoDXdck3Tbzx8w7nerohqTbj9hAA7RYZD8zOpBH_caNND61zOsFex-CbTP8wEAMivO4gxkDmMrJzDfjMs0VwUbDhRiSMpstGHXCvaL79P6sboQJ1_QSsLDbnhVpjKCYRrYI9hLY_O3HwZcpIZHtlGdENGQqrsgArLaizCDuA8Nx_xH4iIBGoZK0ZPVWHptfVgfRjxGjzptFTfmhvBoPYP45F5--_4PzsOGQuEHv6MNj5Svkchz-FzK4o492hIsrhbXgTZxXLvXD_ya4FFAgfgkey0o5z3q5J7CC7E6M8.KKCGP0EtT8oWOKvVZzcrwqWdhaKFy-UrtSBhb8TOhIc&dib_tag=se&keywords=autobiography+of+red&qid=1732148618&sprefix=autobiography+of+red%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Androids-Dream-Electric-Sheep-inspiration/dp/0345404475/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23BW52PI7R8SQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pmyIWFTxuXMlh_sw7HpZcCbvj6MbifjUrkv-plrvJg0T3Ew1zI04IEk7MGlLHaJ4SyReWN2BmEIA5mHafEPJke7qWazrqaJ6vPVvESxC_YCh-BkPSKsE7qKyLeMoaxgYg4idzShocIitsx5-N-LLjqhKiQOokxZh-pB920QHm8F3yoD0qZ2j5pRGncOdisn2F5JWl5gJPAYRft5PIC41Qj0EkjR_Nx_wxhR3OXGGNGMmdZVvsR7V_hn85BpaOSRNnPu8K5bkUEn27b_VuJLNwMQaAHyutQpAC2QcYv_qRzQ.hXXOngkEKMaFr04tx0RiSe2t9MT-DKBe5LQRGhBmlOQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=do+androids+dream+of+electric+sheep&qid=1746478788&sprefix=do+android%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Androids-Dream-Electric-Sheep-inspiration/dp/0345404475/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23BW52PI7R8SQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pmyIWFTxuXMlh_sw7HpZcCbvj6MbifjUrkv-plrvJg0T3Ew1zI04IEk7MGlLHaJ4SyReWN2BmEIA5mHafEPJke7qWazrqaJ6vPVvESxC_YCh-BkPSKsE7qKyLeMoaxgYg4idzShocIitsx5-N-LLjqhKiQOokxZh-pB920QHm8F3yoD0qZ2j5pRGncOdisn2F5JWl5gJPAYRft5PIC41Qj0EkjR_Nx_wxhR3OXGGNGMmdZVvsR7V_hn85BpaOSRNnPu8K5bkUEn27b_VuJLNwMQaAHyutQpAC2QcYv_qRzQ.hXXOngkEKMaFr04tx0RiSe2t9MT-DKBe5LQRGhBmlOQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=do+androids+dream+of+electric+sheep&qid=1746478788&sprefix=do+android%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Sabrina-Nick-Drnaso/dp/177046316X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=112583M48O4UF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dOmt6op2gXZHZ-T3Dhbhyw1kCEE6RRje3_mabsGkIg5EaPwnxtWm_tMIwJIDepywyBmD8yRE0Lq2_XU1ej2qDrN7olk95VSUBkM_oaV0VVY.B4tBf9b6jfolQxBmhR3Vd9G9ijyrHSOEXQgJQBcvwqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=drnaso+sabrina&qid=1746478858&sprefix=drnaso+sabrina%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Parenthesis-Élodie-Durand/dp/1603094814/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2F315YKGD4YOM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ps451ua5_pymeGQlWs6XczZxVr-Pt-VMdgW6vIefbnY.5z7or8lZWHnPbAQxbakoqzUZExdrrvgNEh7ush0RwRk&dib_tag=se&keywords=durand+parenthesis&qid=1746478900&sprefix=durand+parenthesis%2Caps%2C102&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Our-Missing-Hearts-Celeste-Ng/dp/0735245363/ref=sr_1_1?crid=Y8EKFMSCG2EE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0HhUWV7Wr7pmzT2C2lXSL5fWQgZVNPFPg12bG-1Imn3AwD5uqB9liww0HuIZlYFlSVmRb4A1Uy7axdvdZEeaUh6Lt6j3VsOMH6tOv8N-kEgyPnGUphFHq4mlwVkMZrcClRq_3Z0HdeKmx9973DnExw.7uXa0D7QTj-UC3YzNPIae4mXHOCr0LHOQiyxSFsVbDo&dib_tag=se&keywords=celeste+ng+hearts&qid=1732485384&sprefix=celeste+ng+hearts%2Caps%2C118&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Frankenstein-Third-Mary-Shelley/dp/1554811031/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AYWN5EWP3JRP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.j-gIyhfuwCX10oTy9TOS34kz3EBdaIpcA7jwK-lwIbiWDh6Cluy0XluO7msP4rhWO-GaySQIPA3INMoCSqb56kJBtXOL2mBtBJauOjWQB9qbPwNCLSf9ouQdU5BJ_XGAuR57EoPmFtqn16q3enAFmQ4nSswG0HzBTUKrRw7x59uKEmojiXOMIWjsCr010P9pT406DxACs6osLiz8EiDCYXloQ3_F1-TGThoevT0ERkRMve2P6-HYyX5SvSii3nJObZjseks0xAF8uIluFZtSJlKOeioFlA2GPGNL_vMtnck.LWCZvMfFZ2vvzlsazc1ZnjXLipdxAC_hs7ZPp5sBEWs&dib_tag=se&keywords=frankenstein+broadview&qid=1732147895&sprefix=frankenstein+broadview%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Frankissstein-Love-Story-Jeanette-Winterson/dp/0735279713/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y4XAU9OPH97O&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KF7Hfc3Q6WmvEmQPYL-omGvqAE--ojptz4VHlcadNjz9rqpUDEQlp2M47qp0-c37MH4S3JgyH8VxarqU1u-at-Gef1Eb15SYfykaa5zOtzUgxR557vKwcyTRlHzqw3NaKJIDOGzLsWXyXv7KyQnEIXYujEUOu2fLAQDWA6L5xI4._mJUhtaQ1iF3WZl-X7dtvW8mAb6lOFxj3eIB5K00bRs&dib_tag=se&keywords=winterson+frankissstein&qid=1732148802&sprefix=winterson+frankissstein%2Caps%2C76&sr=8-1

