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Course Description 

Introduction to active literary reading skills, focusing on at least three literary genres including 

poetry, prose, and drama, with attention to literary, social, historical, and political contexts. This 

course is writing attentive. Strongly recommended for English majors. 

 

Detailed Course Description 

This course explores how literary and visual media shape our understanding of identity in a 

world saturated by social media, political rhetoric, and rapidly evolving technologies. We’ll read 

across genres—memoir, graphic novel, fiction, film, poetry—to ask how literature not only 

expresses who we are, but also participates in constructing identity itself. Alongside illness 

narratives and stories about race, gender, sexuality, and embodiment, we’ll explore what happens 

when identity is cast as monstrous—when people or bodies are deemed abnormal, dangerous, or 

“other.”  

 Are literary works merely tools of self-expression, or are they technologies that govern 

how we think, feel, and relate to the world? What role does rhetoric play in cancel culture or in 

the ways society and medicine define what’s “normal”? From the intimate to the institutional, 

we’ll consider how culture teaches us who belongs—and who doesn’t. 

 

Keywords 

monstrosity, identity, illness narratives, rhetoric, visual culture, literary media, social media, 

embodiment, technology, artificial intelligence, gender, race, abnormality, cancel culture 

 

Learning Outcomes  

• Analyze how narrative and visual texts construct and challenge concepts of selfhood, 

identity, and otherness across literary and cultural contexts. 

• Critically evaluate the intersections of identity, monstrosity, and technology in diverse 

media, including fiction, memoir, poetry, graphic novels, and film. 

https://www3.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/0910/courses/ENGL/1000.html


• Examine the ethical and cultural stakes of “technologies of the self,” with attention to the 

boundaries between artificial intelligence, emotional intelligence, and embodied 

experience. 

• Interpret how authors use rhetorical strategies—such as metaphor, genre, apostrophe, and 

multimodal storytelling—to represent illness, race, gender, and marginalization. 

• Demonstrate how literary form shapes meaning by producing written arguments that 

engage both textual analysis and theoretical frameworks. 

• Develop academic writing through iterative practice, including in-class workshops 

focused on thesis development, evidence integration, revision strategies, and clarity of 

expression. 

• Enhance critical reading, oral communication, and analytical reasoning through close 

reading, collaborative discussion, and sustained engagement with complex texts. 

 

 

Texts 

Dick, Philip K. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Penguin Random House, 1996. $24.95. 

Amazon link 

Drnaso, Nick. Sabrina. Drawn & Quarterly, 2018. $32.95. Amazon link 

Durand, Élodie. Parenthesis. [2010]. Edited by Chris Stares. Translated by Edward Gauvin. Top 

Shelf Productions, 2021. $25.99. Amazon link 

Ishiguro, Kazuo. Klara and the Sun. Vintage Canada, 2021. $23.00. Amazon link 

Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein: The Original 1818 Text, 3rd Ed. Edited by D.L. MacDonald and 

Kathleen Scherf. Broadview Press, 2012. $15.50 Amazon link 

Winterson, Jeanette. Frankissstein: A Love Story. Vintage Canada, 2020. $18.60 Amazon link 

 

 

Evaluation 

A series of written assignments, cumulative in-class midterm exam (winter semester), mandatory 

attendance and participation. 

https://www.amazon.ca/Androids-Dream-Electric-Sheep-inspiration/dp/0345404475/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23BW52PI7R8SQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pmyIWFTxuXMlh_sw7HpZcCbvj6MbifjUrkv-plrvJg0T3Ew1zI04IEk7MGlLHaJ4SyReWN2BmEIA5mHafEPJke7qWazrqaJ6vPVvESxC_YCh-BkPSKsE7qKyLeMoaxgYg4idzShocIitsx5-N-LLjqhKiQOokxZh-pB920QHm8F3yoD0qZ2j5pRGncOdisn2F5JWl5gJPAYRft5PIC41Qj0EkjR_Nx_wxhR3OXGGNGMmdZVvsR7V_hn85BpaOSRNnPu8K5bkUEn27b_VuJLNwMQaAHyutQpAC2QcYv_qRzQ.hXXOngkEKMaFr04tx0RiSe2t9MT-DKBe5LQRGhBmlOQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=do+androids+dream+of+electric+sheep&qid=1746478788&sprefix=do+android%2Caps%2C117&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Sabrina-Nick-Drnaso/dp/177046316X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=112583M48O4UF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dOmt6op2gXZHZ-T3Dhbhyw1kCEE6RRje3_mabsGkIg5EaPwnxtWm_tMIwJIDepywyBmD8yRE0Lq2_XU1ej2qDrN7olk95VSUBkM_oaV0VVY.B4tBf9b6jfolQxBmhR3Vd9G9ijyrHSOEXQgJQBcvwqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=drnaso+sabrina&qid=1746478858&sprefix=drnaso+sabrina%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Parenthesis-Élodie-Durand/dp/1603094814/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2F315YKGD4YOM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ps451ua5_pymeGQlWs6XczZxVr-Pt-VMdgW6vIefbnY.5z7or8lZWHnPbAQxbakoqzUZExdrrvgNEh7ush0RwRk&dib_tag=se&keywords=durand+parenthesis&qid=1746478900&sprefix=durand+parenthesis%2Caps%2C102&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Klara-Sun-Kazuo-Ishiguro/dp/0735281262/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8G1PDHL1V6B8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8x8r6SioPMpwaDiG1dFhJzCy9sBP6-E2LPMiZ7_Li53S7YipGt3R2pKmBWFt9utdj1RZ2044ndi1WOom-JSWQmmGu-Vn8RW9h4OSrGavWPt1ry6B5XTi653K6raDAiIbbXsGrJX3-KAecwUdJ2pmwamxwZ_T1r8EvU5dmJzvw15FisBDoQeIdBt-04k0x1lzwQM-xnwBBC3jm4wMstz1p0-7fCtiNY7WDQg6G2a_7H0yPUt34Wdhc3OW4e8rqaYXV0Gf0egH1zAQn2Oz2Hn5hqrbF57Nx2BLkKGmOveTWNc.nfJeGTCVVysksAEM60K1V4B5kaSX6A0QPaq9_U4gbUw&dib_tag=se&keywords=klara+and+the+sun&qid=1776785576&sprefix=klara+and%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Frankenstein-Third-Mary-Shelley/dp/1554811031/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AYWN5EWP3JRP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.j-gIyhfuwCX10oTy9TOS34kz3EBdaIpcA7jwK-lwIbiWDh6Cluy0XluO7msP4rhWO-GaySQIPA3INMoCSqb56kJBtXOL2mBtBJauOjWQB9qbPwNCLSf9ouQdU5BJ_XGAuR57EoPmFtqn16q3enAFmQ4nSswG0HzBTUKrRw7x59uKEmojiXOMIWjsCr010P9pT406DxACs6osLiz8EiDCYXloQ3_F1-TGThoevT0ERkRMve2P6-HYyX5SvSii3nJObZjseks0xAF8uIluFZtSJlKOeioFlA2GPGNL_vMtnck.LWCZvMfFZ2vvzlsazc1ZnjXLipdxAC_hs7ZPp5sBEWs&dib_tag=se&keywords=frankenstein+broadview&qid=1732147895&sprefix=frankenstein+broadview%2Caps%2C81&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Frankissstein-Love-Story-Jeanette-Winterson/dp/0735279713/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y4XAU9OPH97O&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KF7Hfc3Q6WmvEmQPYL-omGvqAE--ojptz4VHlcadNjz9rqpUDEQlp2M47qp0-c37MH4S3JgyH8VxarqU1u-at-Gef1Eb15SYfykaa5zOtzUgxR557vKwcyTRlHzqw3NaKJIDOGzLsWXyXv7KyQnEIXYujEUOu2fLAQDWA6L5xI4._mJUhtaQ1iF3WZl-X7dtvW8mAb6lOFxj3eIB5K00bRs&dib_tag=se&keywords=winterson+frankissstein&qid=1732148802&sprefix=winterson+frankissstein%2Caps%2C76&sr=8-1

