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Until recently, much of the debate about what makes life meaningful in the West had 
been about whether a supernatural realm is necessary for meaning, but in the 21st 
century it has shifted, so that it is now largely about whether God or a soul would 
greatly enhance meaning in life without being necessary for it. The suspicion I will 
critically explore in this talk is that this more moderate view is unstable—the sort of 
meaning that God or a soul would confer would invariably be so large (e.g., infinite) as 
to dwarf an earthly meaning, making it impossible to capture the claim that a life 
could be meaningful without them, where the latter intuition is one that even a large 
majority of supernaturalists accept these days. In addition to showing that salient 
supernaturalist conceptions of meaning suffer from this problem, with reference to 
recent suggestions from John Cottingham, Richard Swinburne and Timothy Mawson, 
I will articulate and evaluate one or two prima facie promising strategies by which 
supernaturalism might be able to avoid it.




