
Insights about the Knowledge Mobilization Strategy of a Research-Practice Partnership, 

the AIM Collective  

Connections must be built between researchers and educators to support evidence-based 

assessments and instructions in math education (Alibali et al., 2024; Mason et al., 2019). The 

AIM (Assessment and Instruction for Mathematics) Collective (https://www.aimcollective.ca/) 

connects researchers and educators from across Canada. The mission of the AIM Collective is to 

develop, test, and curate math assessment tools and instructional strategies that are evidence 

based and educator approved. The goal of my summer CUROP was to evaluate the success of 

the knowledge dissemination strategy developed at the first AIM Summit, held in May of 2023.  

The AIM communication and knowledge mobilization strategy ‘Collective Voices’. The 

underlying principle of Collective Voices is to strengthen communication and collaboration 

about math learning and instruction between researchers and educators of children in 

kindergarten to grade six. Collective Voices produces a quarterly newsletter and a student-run 

podcast series. Here, I present key points from my project. 

Analytics 

By May 2024 (the start of the project), 4 newsletters had been produced and distributed, 

with a 74.6% open rate. The website had 897 visitors use the site for 1450 sessions with, over 72 

total podcast listeners for 4 podcasts. Over the summer, the website was revamped, a podcast 

was released, and another newsletter was distributed. By September 2024 (the end of the 

project), the website has had 3,062 sessions with 2,029 new visitors, over 148 listeners, and an 

average 73.8% newsletter interaction rate. I presented a poster on these analytics at the 

international Mathematical Cognition and Learning Society conference. Interacting with 

different researchers in the field during the presentation highlighted how similar initiatives are 

taking place globally, only supporting the need for AIM Collective in Canada.   

Focus Group 

In the current project, I evaluated the knowledge mobilization efforts of the AIM 

Collective. At an AIM investigators meeting, I hosted a knowledge mobilization session. During 

the session, over 20 AIM researchers were divided into four focus groups. Each group was given 

a different prompt. Based off their responses, I formed a one-sentence statement that included all 

the themes highlighted in each group’s response. The first group answered, “Why is knowledge 

mobilization important”; the summarized response was “It is important to share and promote 

evidence-based practices to improve and build educator knowledge and practice”. The second 

group answered, “Who do we target our knowledge mobilization to” with “Math educators, 

practitioners, teachers, admin, math learning supporters, and policymakers”. The third group 

answered, “How do we share our knowledge” with “Through multiple efforts: professional 

development sessions, creating a resource directory, entering community spaces, and connecting 

with families. The fourth group answered, “What type of knowledge should AIM share” with 

“Information that numerical cognition researchers know but also collect on early math learning, 

assessments, and instruction”.  

Recommendations 

I created a strategy plan to continue the work started from the current project to continue 

the growth of the AIM Collective. For example, a communication committee will be formed by 

students from each partner institution. The goal will be to engage more researchers and educators 

across Canada, generate new content, and have continuous feedback on the communication 

strategy from the committee. Through completing my CUROP project, the Collective’s efforts 

by implements the recommendations based off the feedback.   

https://www.aimcollective.ca/
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