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POLICY BRIEF

The UN Cl imate Change Conference
convened in Baku in November 2024
(COP29) included a focus on how to
support  Global  South states in protect ing
their  people and economies against
c l imate disasters and shar ing the benef i ts
of  the c lean energy boom. COP29 also
sought to af f i rm the benef i ts of  inclusive
approaches that ensure the meaningful
part ic ipat ion of  h ighly vulnerable people
from the cl imate f ront l ines,  including
those who are forc ib ly displaced. Given
the l imi ted progresses witnessed at
COP29, the IDRC Research Chairs
Network on Forced Displacement [1] ,  a
col lect ive of  voices f rom the Global
South,  argue that local ized knowledge
and thought leadership f rom the Global
South can contr ibute to more ef fect ive
responses [2] .

Overview

[1]  ht tps: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/
[2]  Cal l  to Act ion on Cl imate Change and Forced
Displacement,  2023 by the IDRCResearch Chairs Network on
Forced Displacement.

Understanding Cl imate Change beyond
an ‘external ’  phenomenon:

I t  is  necessary to chal lenge the
conceptual izat ion of  c l imate change as a
phenomenon that is exclusively external
to the society i t  af fects.  The
character izat ion of  c l imate change as a
phenomenon that or ig inates exclusively
outside the af fected community,  thus
leading to a pr imary focus on external  
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For example,  in case of  the nomadic Maasai
pastoral ists in East Afr ica,  g iven their
history,  c l imate change is a ‘ t r igger ’  for
displacement whi le the ’dr iver ’  has been a
history of  land loss and marginal izat ion.  The
relat ionship between cl imate change and
displacement is not s imple,  but  rather i t
requires us to consider the inter lapping
dr ivers of  vulnerabi l i ty  which include,
cl imate change, conf l ic t  and violence, water
resources, demographics,  food insecur i ty,
migrat ion and displacement and other
moderat ing factors.  

solut ions,  compl icates the global  pol icy
process as i t  means that pol ic ies are
constructed outside the contexts in which
they need to be appl ied and do not address
the cl imate change chal lenges pr ior i t ized by
communit ies most af fected. When cl imate
change is seen as an external  phenomenon,
the normal everyday adaptat ion strategies
of the communit ies tend not to be supported
or ref lected in global  pol ic ies.  In the Global
South,  the impact of  c l imate change and
displacement are co-caused by several
factors,  l ike dr ivers  and t r iggers .  

https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/
https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2024/call-to-action-on-climate-change-and-forced-displacement-idrc-research-chairs-network-on-forced-displacement-2023-global-refugee-forum/
https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2024/call-to-action-on-climate-change-and-forced-displacement-idrc-research-chairs-network-on-forced-displacement-2023-global-refugee-forum/


The Souss-Massa region, for  example,  is
a hotspot for  d isplacement due to the
interplay of  c l imate stressors and socio-
economic vulnerabi l i t ies (e.g. ,  gender
inequal i t ies,  agr icul tural  precar i ty) .  The
current pol ic ies remain insuff ic ient  to
address the complexi ty of  migrat ion as
both an adapt ive strategy and a forced
displacement dynamic.

Cl imate change pol ic ies and laws: at  the
expense of  the poor and the marginal ized

Climate change pol ic ies and laws, especial ly
carbon credi t  programs, have paid at tent ion to
the commercial izat ion of  the forests,  which
works at  the expense of  the poor who are
l ikely to be displaced instead of  receiv ing
support .  In the context  of  Car ibbean is lands,
for example,  inconsistencies between pract ice
and discourse show how the commitment and
perspect ive of  smal l  is land states is assumed
on the is land of  Santo Domingo and in
countr ies l ike the Dominican Republ ic.  In case
of Tanzania,  because the issues of  c l imate
change and displacement cut  across two
di f ferent of f ices (c l imate change comes under
the Off ice of  the Vice President and disaster
under the Off ice of  the Pr ime Minister) ,  ef for ts
to mit igate af fected areas have not been given
ser ious at tent ion.  For example,  t ree plant ing
ini t iat ives has been pol i t ic ized where
seedl ings are planted with no budget or plans
for i r r igat ion,  and the care is lef t  to the
community,  resul t ing in more than 70% death
of the seedl ings.

Gendered perspect ives of  women and gir ls
in c l imate induced migrat ion and
displacement:  

The South-South Cl imate Summit ,  organized
in Rabat in the Universi ty Mohammed VI
Polytechnic in 2023, highl ighted the
disproport ionate impact of  c l imate change on
women[3] .  For example,  women, who are
already at  a disadvantaged posi t ion in
employment opportuni t ies and valued less
compared to men as workers,  f ind themselves
in harsher work condi t ions when their  usual  

There are also many ef for ts to ‘def ine’  the
category for  c l imate induced
displacement,  which in turn chal lenges the
efforts of  creat ing new categor ies of
displacement.  

Gaps in Pol icy and Pract ice:

Exclusion of  c l imate induced displaced
persons from discussions:  

In global  forums, l ike in COP, there is l imi ted
attent ion to the speci f ic  chal lenges faced by
displaced people and communit ies.  Where the
relat ionship between displacement and
cl imate change are discussed, i t  is  only
discussed indirect ly under the category of
mit igat ion ef for ts.  There are very l imi ted
efforts to establ ish the number and
circumstances of  people displaced in the
context  of  c l imate change. Likewise, at
nat ional  and/or regional- level  d iscussions and
pol icy making plat forms, the nuanced
understanding of  the relat ionship between
cl imate change and displacement are rarely
captured. For example,  the census data and
the nat ional  panel  survey data in Tanzania
can provide a suggest ion of  areas af fected by
cl imate change and the scale of  people who
move regional ly,  but  does not capture the
movement of  people wi th in regions and over
shorter distances. Di f ference also exists
between those af fected by ‘s low onset ’
(example,  by drought) ,  and ‘sudden or rapid’
onset (example,  by f lood or mudsl ides)
cl imate events.  In Tanzania,  t rends show that
the state has responded most ly to those in
rapid and sudden onset,  but  for  the s low
onset,  most of  who are nomadic pastoral ists,
i t  is  st i l l  a chal lenge. Another t rend shows
that there are no ef for ts to fo l low up on those
in the receiv ing areas, but most intervent ions
taking place in the sending areas. In Morocco,
cl imate-related displacement is increasingly
t ied to s low-onset events (e.g. ,
desert i f icat ion,  water scarci ty,  agr icul tural
col lapse).  
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[3]  ht tps: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2024/global-south-summit-
on-cl imate-displacement-we-need-a-hol ist ic-approach/
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issues such as avai labi l i ty  of  informat ion,
part ic ipat ion,  involvement,  t ransparency,
and substant ia l  compensat ion to take care of
l ivel ihood and social  uni ty of  the c l imate
migrants and refugees. Decis ion making
process must be inclusive and ref lect  the
diverse pr ior i t ies and perspect ives of  local
communit ies. ‘Part ic ipat ion’  of  the local
needs to go beyond being tokenist ic by
including af fected populat ions.
Representat ion must be inclusive and go
beyond the heads of  communit ies to include
the perspect ives of  women and youth who
often have di f ferent v is ion of  a future
compared to men who want to keep their
af f i l iat ion to the land and assets.
Local izat ion should mean accountabi l i ty  and
making sure that money reaches to people
who need i t .

The need for a mult i -scalar pol icy approach: 

The recogni t ion of  migrat ion as one of  the
adverse ef fects of  c l imate change qual i fy ing
for loss and damage in the Baku COP marks
a signi f icant mi lestone in global  c l imate
governance. However,  i ts  ef fect ive
implementat ion at  the nat ional  and local
levels remains crucial .  A mult i -scalar pol icy
approach is necessary to integrate loss and
damage mechanisms into domest ic pol ic ies,
ensur ing that responses are not only
react ive but also forward- looking.
Addi t ional ly,  the disconnect between
internat ional  c l imate f inance and local
adaptat ion ef for ts must be addressed by
establ ishing direct  funding channels for
af fected communit ies,  enabl ing them to
access the resources they need to bui ld
resi l ience.

I t  is  essent ia l  to move beyond top-down
approaches and develop a new framework
for understanding human vulnerabi l i ty  to
cl imate change—one that is bui l t  through
l istening to af fected populat ions and co-
construct ing pol icy strategies wi th them. 
By pr ior i t iz ing local  knowledge, l ived
exper iences, and part ic ipatory governance,
cl imate migrat ion pol ic ies can become more
effect ive,  just ,  and sustainable.

1. Reducing gaps between policy and
practice: 

Developing a broader and inclusive resi l ience
strategy:  

Current pol ic ies remain insuff ic ient  to address
the complexi ty of  migrat ion as both an
adapt ive strategy and a forced displacement
dynamic.    Cl imate induced forced
displacement and migrat ion should not only be
seen only as a cr is is,  but  rather as a part  of  a
broader c l imate resi l ience strategy where
populat ions being af fected must be included
not only in the part ic ipat ion of  research to
generate evidence-based knowledge that is
crucial  for  better pol ic ies,  but  also be included
in the decis ion-making processes of  pol ic ies.

Financial  inst i tut ions should not be used only
for short- term emergency responses, but their
roles must expand to invest ing in adaptat ion
and resi l ience strategies for  long term
resett lement programs.
 
Local izat ion through meaningful  part ic ipat ion
in decis ion making processes:

For relocat ion and resett lement to be
successful ,  i t  is  necessary for  pol icy makers
to be more at tent ive to cr i t ical  everyday 

Recommendations for  Pol icy  Makers  
and Implementing Stakeholders
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work oppor tuni t ies become less v iable due to
c l imate change. Typica l ly,  they must f ind
oppor tuni t ies in informal sectors,  which are
not of ten sustainable.  The negat ive impact on
women migrant workers is not only in unequal
distr ibut ion of  income and resources within
fami l ies,  g iv ing men more control  over
women’s f inances due to the exist ing
patr iarchal  fami ly structures,  but women a lso
find themselves as v ict ims of  vulnerabi l i t ies
when they return home from abroad. The
absence of  the women from their  fami ly,  for
which they are held solely responsible,  cause
negat ive impacts on the cohesion and
funct ional i ty of  the fami ly.



This Pol icy Br ief  is  a resul t  of  Global South perspectives on Climate Change and
Displacement  webinar organized by IDRC Research Chairs Network on Forced
Displacement,  30 January,  2025. 

Listen to the ful l  webinar here: https: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2025/ idrc- lerrn-webinar-
global-south-perspect ives-on-cl imate-change-and-displacement/

 and researchers can support  pol ic ies made
based on local ized knowledge to ensure that
ci t ies and communit ies are better prepared to
cope with the chal lenges of  inequal i t ies,
vulnerabi l i t ies and social  tensions that
cl imate cr is is can br ing.  

3.   Comprehensive Gender Approach
to public policy: 

A comprehensive gender approach should be
adopted in the formulat ion and
implementat ion of  publ ic pol ic ies. Inclusion of
mental  heal th services in disaster recovery
plans are a must as forc ibly displaced women
often exper ience a wide range of  t rauma
including gender-based violence (GBV) and
violence against  women (VAW). I t  is
important to recognize gendered Impacts of
c l imate displacement on indiv idual ’s
exper ience of  v io lence, economic inequal i t ies
and hardships.  These real i t ies require
targeted adaptat ion programs that address
l ivel ihood diversi f icat ion,  access to
resources, and mobi l i ty  r ights.  

 
The IDRC Research Chairs Network on Forced Displacement is a community of  twelve scholars based at
universi t ies in countr ies exper iencing mass displacement working to reframe the narrat ive of  forced displacement
and transforming the f ie ld of  forced migrat ion 
studies to mainstream Global  South perspect ives.

ht tps: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/
@FDChairsNet
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I t  is  impor tant to map and plan for c i t ies tha t  wi l l
become the hubs for c l imate migrants in near
future.  Mapping of  these ci t ies can help
author i t ies to plan accordingly to ant ic ipa te the
movements of  c l imate migrants and prepare wi th
publ ic ser vices.  Research and evidence-based
local  knowledge can help develop new
measures, pract ices and tools for  prepar ing
these ci t ies tha t  are to become the hubs of
c l imate migra t ion and forced displacement –
through the lens of  d isplaced popula t ion as wel l
as the host communit ies.  Organized and
structured approaches developed by academics 

2.   Plan for tomorrow is to be done
today: role of localization of knowledge.

Research data can generate invaluable local
embodied knowledge can inform better
adaptat ion and integrat ion strategies and
pol ic ies.  The chal lenges for c l imate-related
displacement,  especial ly for  c i t ies,  are
immense. They include stress on infrastructure,
inadequate af fordable housing, social  tensions,
increased poverty,  and inequal i ty.  
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