
IDRC RESEARCH CHAIRS NETWORK ON FORCED DISPLACEMENT

POLICY BRIEF

While internal ly displaced people ( IDPs)
account for  60% of the wor ld ’s forced
migrants,  they remain among the most
vulnerable and over looked groups of
displaced people [1] .  In response to the
scale of  th is chal lenge, IDRC Research
Chairs [2]  based at  universi t ies in
countr ies exper iencing signi f icant
internal  d isplacement co-hosted a
webinar in February 2025 with Paula
Gavir ia Betancur,  UN Special
Rapporteur on the human r ights of
internal ly displaced persons ( IDPs).  The
purpose of  the webinar was to share
research resul ts that  help advance the
work of  the Special  Rapporteur in the
pr ior i ty areas of  1)  c l imate change and
internal  d isplacement,  2)  peace
processes, 3) internal  d isplacement
from general ized violence and 4)
integrat ion and reintegrat ion of  IDPs. 

This pol icy br ief  presents the key
f indings and recommendat ions that
emerged from this webinar.  I t  comes at
a t ime when the scale of  internal
displacement cont inues to c l imb, and
geopol i t ics makes cooperat ion,
protect ion and solut ions for  IDPs more
chal lenging than ever.  [3]

Overview

[1]  ht tps: / /www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/who-we-protect / internal ly-displaced-people
[2]  ht tps: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/ idrc-research-chairs/
[3]  The pol icy br ief  is  based on a webinar ent i t led “Global  South Perspect ives on Internal ly Displaced Persons” hosted by the IDRC
Research Chairs Network on Forced Migrat ion,  featur ing Paula Gavir ia Betancur,  UN Special  Rapporteur on the human r ights of
internal ly displaced persons ( IDPs),  and four IDRC Research Chairs:  Abebaw Minaye (Ethiopia),  Hiram Angel (Mexico),  Sawsan
Abdulrahim (Lebanon) and Houwayda Matta Bou Ramia (Lebanon).  A recording of  the webinar and a webinar report  can be
accessed here:  ht tps: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2025/ idrc- lerrn-webinar-global-south-perspect ive-on- internal ly-displaced-persons/

Findings  from the f ie ld

Global South Perspectives on
Internally Displaced People (IDPs)

AUGUST 2025

Based on their  research, the Chairs
ident i f ied eight key areas for discussion and
future work:

1. Problematizing the framing of ‘ IDPs’:
Greater ref lect ion is required on the
dist inct ion between IDPs and refugees, as
categor ies and frameworks,  consider ing the
complex journeys displaced people
undertake. I t  is ,  therefore,  crucial  to s i tuate
internal  d isplacement on a spectrum of
forced displacement.  Forced migrat ion can
be caused by a mix of  factors such as
conf l ic t  and persecut ion,  resul t ing in both
internal  and cross-border displacement,
poverty,  and cl imate change. IDPs and
refugees may come from simi lar  p laces and
exper iences, both geographical ly and socio-
pol i t ical ly.  For example,  in the case of
Gaza, where Israel  is  using systemic
violence against  the populat ion,  the l ines
between internal ly displaced, cross-border
displaced, and ethnic c leansing are
becoming increasingly blurred. 

2. Lack of rel iable data on IDPs: 
A lack of  coordinated informat ion on internal
displacement f rom rel iable sources makes i t
d i f f icul t  for  researchers and pol icymakers to
have conclusive data on the causes of
internal  d isplacement and i ts impact on
indiv iduals and communit ies.  

https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/who-we-protect/internally-displaced-people
https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/idrc-research-chairs/
https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2025/idrc-lerrn-webinar-global-south-perspective-on-internally-displaced-persons/


without coordinated methodologies or
central ized data management,  thus
undermining the qual i ty and comparabi l i ty  of
the data avai lable.

3. Using new methodologies to generate
sources of rel iable data:  
In s i tuat ions where conclusive data cannot
be sourced due to a lack of  coordinated
efforts or other pol i t ical  reasons, i t  is
important that  new methods are adopted.
For example,  in Mexico,  the UDG-IDRC
Chair ’s Inclusion and Human Rights Project
has i l lustrated how new methodologies can
be used to better understand the
relat ionship between the presence of  cartels
and forced displacement.  One possibi l i ty  is
through var iat ions in the intensi ty of  the
night l ight  f rom homes projected as captured
by remote sensors,  which could al low the
construct ion of  approximate migrat ion
indicators that  measure how the
abandonment of  homes due to the presence
of cartels is observed through reduced
nightt ime luminosi ty.  With th is methodology,
the UDG-IDRC Chair  Project  has been able
to map the displacement of  people due to
natural  phenomena, such as the case of
Hurr icane Ot is that  h i t  the Port  of  Acapulco
in 2023, causing the displacement of  people
in the short  and medium term. In the case of
displacement due to v io lence, part icular ly
due to the presence of  drug cartels in
di f ferent parts of  the country,  the
displacement is expected to be long-term,
with no possibi l i ty  of  return.

4. Violence and vulnerabil i t ies of  IDPs:
Genera l ized violence, which is understood
as ‘s i tua t ions of  v io lence, inc luding pol i t ica l ,
ethnic,  or  intercommunal v io lence, tha t  fa l l
below the threshold of  an “armed conf l ic t ”
under internat ional  humanitar ian law’[4] ,
encompasses a broad range of  s i tua t ions
and perpetra tors impact ing a large number

In Ethiopia,  for  example,  the absence of
dependable data is exacerbated by tensions
between the government and other actors
on IDP stat ist ics.  The government seeks to
lower IDP totals in the name of protect ing
i ts nat ional  image. Yet i t  does not have i ts
robust database. As a resul t ,  many groups
do not use government data.  In the absence
of al ternate sources of  re l iable data,  ef for ts
to support  IDPs in the country are fur ther
undermined. In Mexico,  one of  the major
problems in quant i fy ing internal
displacement is the lack of  informat ion,
especial ly when i t  comes to understanding
the causes and impacts of  organized cr ime
and violence on IDPs. For example,  data on
IDP can be sourced from the Mexican
Commission for the Defense and Promot ion
of Human Rights (MCDPHR), the studies of
the Nat ional  Populat ion Counci l  (CPN),  the
Global  Database on Internal  Displacement
from the Internal  Displacement Monitor ing
Center ( IDMC), and from some focused
studies such as that of  UNICEF (2022:
Internal ly displaced gir ls,  boys and
adolescents on the Northern Border of
Mexico).  Each source, however,  g ives
insight into only certain speci f ic  areas
exper iencing displacement as a resul t  of
organized cr imes and violence. Data f rom
2021, for  example,  shows that
displacements occurred in the central ,
western and northern regions of  Mexico wi th
a greater f low of  these groups towards the
border wi th the United States,  a l though not
exclusively.  But there is no conclusive data
regarding the pattern or dynamics of
displacement,  for  example,  whether i t  is
greater in rural  or  urban areas. In Lebanon,
in the absence of  re l iable data and state- led
mapping,  informat ion on displacement and
return remains f ragmented. Needs
assessments have been carr ied out
independent ly by publ ic bodies and non-
state actors,  including armed groups,
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[4]  Human r ights of  internal ly displaced persons Note by the Secretary-General ,  Seventy-eighth session I tem 73 (b) of  the
provis ional  agenda* Promot ion and protect ion of  human r ights:  human r ights quest ions,  including al ternat ive approaches for
improving the ef fect ive enjoyment of  human r ights and fundamental  f reedoms
https: / /docs.un.org/en/A/78/245

https://docs.un.org/en/A/78/245


Principles and the r ights of  IDPs in the
coming years.  L ikewise, the management
of  internal  d isplacement in Lebanon was
shaped by a pol i t ic ized landscape where
armed groups and pol i t ical  fact ions
sometimes subst i tuted for state
inst i tut ions.  This l ikewise raises ser ious
quest ions regarding accountabi l i ty ,
coordinat ion,  and the legi t imacy of  actors
involved in managing both displacement
and return.  Simi lar  quest ions are also
asked in the contexts of  Ethiopia and
Mexico, where the pol i t ic izat ion of
internal  d isplacement delays and denies
human r ights protect ion when
internat ional  pr inciples,  norms and
standards are not adhered to by the
state.  

6. Understanding the regional and
national context is vital  for effective
policy implementation. A cr i t ical  lesson
from Ethiopia is that  in i t iat ives such as
establ ishing a nat ional  d ia logue
commission, implement ing a t ransi t ional
just ice process, and enforcing peace
agreements must be preceded by ef for ts
to establ ish publ ic t rust ,  more ef fect ive
publ ic inst i tut ions,  and a commitment to
implement ing agreements.  Ethiopia has a
populat ion of  some 4.2 mi l l ion IDPs (not
including returnees).  In th is context ,  i t  is
important to take note of  Ethiopia’s
ef for ts to respond to the needs of  IDPs,
such as the 2019 durable solut ions
ini t iat ive,  which is informed by global  and
regional  standards such as the Guiding
Principles,  the Inter Agency Standing
Commit tee’s ( IASC) f ramework for  IDPs,
and the Kampala Convent ion.  Lessons
can also be learned from the
establ ishment of  working groups at  the
federal  and regional  levels in Ethiopia,
along with the work of  local  and regional
administrat ions that are able to
encourage nat ional  actors to be more 
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of  IDPs around the wor ld.  For example,  in
2022, a tota l  of  28.3 mi l l ion people were
displaced by conf l ic t  and violence,
approximately 2.3 mi l l ion of  whom were
displaced by causes rela ted to genera l ized
violence [5] .  Organized cr iminal  g roups,
armed conf l ic ts and genera l ized violence
are a l l  causes of  internal  d isplacement.  In
contrast ,  the causes of  internal
displacement in Gaza are l inked to a
campaign of  ethnic c leansing, rais ing
broader quest ions about sta te
responsibi l i ty  and the appl ica t ion of
pr inciples of  IDP protect ion.  The IDRC
Chair  a t  the American Universi ty in Beirut
in Lebanon highl ights tha t  the case of
Gaza is a case of  not  only genera l ized but
a lso intent ional  and systemic v io lence
perpetra ted against  a popula t ion of
Palest in ian refugees in Gaza by the Israel i
occupying sta te.  The quest ions raised
here are then: what does sta te
responsibi l i ty  mean in th is case, which
sta te,  and what are the guiding pr inciples
to address systemic v io lence by an
occupying sta te?

5. Polit icization of  contexts,  systemic
violence and question of  accountabil i ty:
When sta tes are ei ther an occupier or
weak, are causing displacement,  and are
unable or unwi l l ing to protect  IDPs,
impor tant quest ions ar ise rela t ing to the
l imits of  the Guiding Pr inciples, [6]
accountabi l i ty  and ensur ing the protect ion
of  the human r ights of  IDPs. For example,
the IDRC Chair  a t  the American Universi ty
in Beirut  in Lebanon obser ves how, in
extreme cases l ike Gaza and the West
Bank, the stra tegic genera l  v io lence and
intent ional  systemic v io lence perpetra ted
against  a refugee popula t ion is
orchestra ted by the occupying sta te,  which
does not hold i tsel f  accountable for  the
protect ion of  IDPs. This raises quest ions
on the enforceabi l i ty  of  the Guiding

[5]  2023, Report  of  the Special  Rapporteur on the human r ights of  internal ly displaced persons, Paula Gavir ia Betancur,  page 7.
[6]  ht tps: / /www.unhcr.org/media/guiding-pr inciples- internal-displacement



IDPs. The most recent instance of
internal  d isplacement in Lebanon began
in October 2023 due to armed conf l ic t ,
escalated in September 2024, and
cont inued unt i l  a ceasef i re in late
November 2024. Research by the IDRC
Chair  at  l ’Universi té Saint-Joseph in
Lebanon draws on the exper ience of
social  workers who were part  of  the inter-
minister ia l  cr is is cel l  establ ished in
response to the cr is is and who
accompanied displaced persons dur ing
these per iods.  I t  indicates that the state 's
l imi ted capaci ty for  recept ion and return,
combined with f ragmented responses
from armed groups and NGOs, resul ted in
a lack of  c lear strategies for  re integrat ion
and long-term stabi l i ty .  Whi le Lebanese
civ i l  society and internat ional
organizat ions have been at tempt ing to
assist ,  budget cuts and the recent
withdrawal of  USAID support  have
signi f icant ly worsened the si tuat ion.  
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engaged in the development of  a durable
solut ions stra tegy. In Mexico,  progress has
been made a t  the sub-nat ional  level ,  in the
development of  legal  f rameworks in sta tes
where violence is greater,  such as
Chiapas, Guer rero and Sinaloa, but the
regula tor y f rameworks have not been
suf fic ient  to contain the causes of
v io lence, nor i ts consequences. At the
nat ional  level ,  the genera l  b i l l  approved in
the Senate of  the Republ ic (Upper House)
has been sta l led for  severa l  years in the
Lower House of  the Congress of  the Union
and government inst i tut ions have not
shown interest  in moving i t  forward.
Al though an IDP proc lamat ion was
ini t ia ted five years ago, i t  is  not  yet
approved by par l iament (Lower House).  

7. Marginalization of  IDP issues:
Although IDPs account for  the largest
share of  forced migrants global ly,  issues
are consistent ly margina l ized and not
pr ior i t ized by global  actors.  A c lear
manifesta t ion of  th is is the absence of  a
dedica ted global  body for IDPs. This has
also been the case nat ional ly.  For
instance, in Ethiopia,  there is no mandated
body to address IDP issues. The Ethiopian
Disaster and Risk Management
Commission and the Ethiopian Peace
Ministr y have some responsibi l i ty,  but
nei ther has been given the mandate wi th a
legal ly binding framework.   

8. Challenges for return, reintegration
and reconstruction: 
Sustainable par tnerships must be a t  the
centre of  ef for ts to address the many
chal lenges associa ted with the return and
reintegra t ion of  IDPs. Research across
regions i l lustra tes how fragmented
responses from a diverse group of
stakeholders and agencies,  combined with
a lack of  coordinat ion and informat ion on
reintegra t ion processes, undermine the
prospect of  ensur ing long-term stabi l i ty  for

Pol icy  Recommendations

Promote durable solut ions through
pol i t ical  d ia logue and peacebui ld ing:
IDPs are not only v ict ims of  forced
displacement,  they are also
stakeholders in peacebui ld ing and the
process of  f inding long-term solut ions.
IDPs and the host communit ies must
be central  to al l  stages of  pol i t ical
dialogue and the design and
implementat ion of  durable solut ions.  

Address organized cr ime as a cause
of internal  d isplacement:  General ized
violence, organized cr iminal  groups
and armed conf l ic ts wi th in states are
al l  major dr iv ing forces for people to
be displaced. I t  is  important to
recognize the impact of  organized
cr ime on internal  d isplacement and to
address the speci f ic  consequences
this has for vulnerable groups,
especial ly women, chi ldren and youth.



This Pol icy Br ief  is  a resul t  of  Global South Perspectives on Internally Displaced People
webinar organized by IDRC Research Chairs Network on Forced Displacement,  13 February,
2025. 

Listen to the ful l  webinar here: https: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2025/ idrc- lerrn-webinar-
global-south-perspect ive-on- internal ly-displaced-persons/

klk l loca l  organiza t ions to strengthen the
klk lovera l l  response, reconstruct ion plans,
klk leconomic suppor t ,  and secur i ty
klk lmeasures tha t are cr i t ica l  e lements in
klk l the safe reintegra t ion of  returnees. 

Ensure the r ights of  IDPs to safe and
digni f ied return and reintegrat ion:  The
r ight  of  IDPs to return to their  p lace of
or ig in in safety and digni ty is recognized
in internat ional  standards,  including the
Guiding Pr inciples.  Without the
implementat ion of  a r ights-based
framework to guide return and recovery,
displaced persons remain vulnerable to
renewed displacement,  marginal izat ion,
and insecur i ty.  Guaranteeing the r ight  to
return requires more than the cessat ion
of host i l i t ies.  I t  demands secur i ty
guarantees, access to housing, basic
services,  l ivel ihoods, psychosocial
support ,  and part ic ipat ion of  d isplaced
populat ions in the planning and
implementat ion of  durable solut ions.  In
fragi le governance contexts,  the
internat ional  community plays a v i ta l
ro le in support ing nat ional  author i t ies
and civ i l  society to uphold th is r ight .  

 
The IDRC Research Chairs Network on Forced Displacement is a community of  twelve scholars based at
universi t ies in countr ies exper iencing mass displacement working to reframe the narrat ive of  forced displacement
and transforming the f ie ld of  forced migrat ion 
studies to mainstream Global  South perspect ives.

ht tps: / /car leton.ca/fd-chairs-net/
@FDChairsNet
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Ensure access to more rel iable data
through coordinat ion and new
methodologies.  Governments,  regional
bodies and internat ional  agencies are the
main actors who can contr ibute to the
provis ion of  re l iable data and informat ion
on the dynamics of  d isplacement,  but  their
ef for ts are of ten f ragmented, wi th di f fer ing
methodologies,  defin i t ions,  and purposes
resul t ing in over laps and a lack of
va l ida t ion in producing accura te informat ion
sources. These ef for ts must be more
careful ly harmonized, whi le new
methodologies for  IDP research and
evidence-col lect ion should be embraced,
inc luding data col lected from the IDPS
themselves as wel l  as f rom the communit ies
in which they l ive.  

Bui ld sustainable and strategic
par tnerships to enhance accountabi l i ty  and
capaci ty:  Sta tes wi tnessing large-scale
internal  d isplacement are increasingly
unable to manage and organize return for
IDPs without external  suppor t .  I t  is  v i ta l  to
develop frameworks tha t foster better
coordinat ion between sta te actors,
internat ional  par tners,  humanitar ian
agencies,  d isplaced- led organiza t ions and

https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2025/idrc-lerrn-webinar-global-south-perspective-on-internally-displaced-persons/
https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/2025/idrc-lerrn-webinar-global-south-perspective-on-internally-displaced-persons/
https://carleton.ca/fd-chairs-net/

