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Carleton University 
Fall 2018 

Pauline Jewett Institute of Women’s and Gender Studies 
 

WGST 4812B/5901B Sexuality, Race, Resistance 
 

 Time / Place:              Tuesday 2:35pm – 5:25pm, Paterson Hall 240 
 Instructor: Nael Bhanji 
 E-mail:  nael.bhanji@carleton.ca  
 Office:                            DT 1406 
 Office Hours: Tuesday 1pm – 2pm 
      Course tumblr: WGST4812B 

 
 
Description: How have anti-racist theories and activisms influenced and shaped 
LGBT and Queer studies? How can we understand the idea of “queer/queerness” as 
not limited by the singular category of “sexuality?” This course examines the 
intersections between race, gender, and sexuality through an exploration of the 
political theories, activisms and cultural forms of queer and trans people of colour. 
We will study the emergence of queer of colour theory and critiques through an 
investigation of the ways in which the intersections of race, gender and sexuality 
figure in national, global, economic, and cultural structures. In particular, we will 
focus on how knowledge and cultural production is produced by communities that 
have historically been multiply-marginalized by categories of race, gender, sexuality, 
class, ability, citizenship and settler-colonialism, and through nontraditional 
multimedia archives of affect, grief, desire, loss, belonging/unbelonging, 
performativity, love, liberation, contradictions and identitarian politics.  
 
Course Evaluation: 
Participation (20%): Based on participation and in-class reflections 
Facilitation (15%): Ongoing 
Online Discussion (20%): 2 online reflections (one before reading week and one 

after) to be shared on our Course Tumblr account. Due the 
night BEFORE your chosen week’s readings at any point up 
to, and including, December 4 2018 

Abstract (10%): 1 page, due in class November 13 2018 
Final Assignment (35%): 8-10 pages (10-11 for 5901B) due online at 11.55pm on  

        December 4 2018 
 
Late papers will be penalized according to my late policy outlined below. All 
papers should be written in 12-point Times New Roman font, with 1-inch margins. 
You are welcome to use MLA, Chicago, or APA as long as your citational style 
remains consistent throughout your paper.   
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Participation (20%): Ongoing 
One of the most important indicators of a thoughtful academic life is the capacity to 
ask interesting and relevant questions. The kinds of questions I am interested in are 
those that open the conversation to potential confusions, uncertainties, conflicts, 
and possibilities that stem from the course’s content.  
To that end, your participation mark is based on your understanding and analysis of 
the assigned readings for each week (not on anecdotal comments). You will be 
evaluated on your preparation and level of engagement with the material. For high 
marks, your contribution must demonstrate analytical thought and engagement 
with the readings and lectures, both in the comments you contribute and the 
occasional in-class reflections that I will assign. Remember, it is the quality—not the 
quantity—of your contributions that will enrich our discussions.  
 
Facilitation (15%): Throughout the semester (sign up in week 1). 
Each week, a small group of students will be responsible for facilitating our class 
discussions. A facilitation is not a presentation. Rather, it is an invitation to open up 
the space for critical reflection and thoughtful conversation. As a group, you should 
prepare a minimum of two questions about the week’s readings to share with the 
class.  
IMPORTANT: For these facilitations, 

(a) THE GROUP must prepare and present a reflection on the kinds of questions 
the readings may have provoked; 

(b) Facilitate class discussion using their discussion questions; 
(c) At the end of each facilitation, EACH MEMBER should submit a 1 page 

reflection on the week’s topic. 
 
Online discussion (2 X 10%= 20%): Due the night before your chosen week 
until December 4 2018 
You are responsible for providing TWO short responses of two to three paragraphs 
each on our Tumblr account (WGST4812B) this semester. Your responses should 
take the form of a thoughtful engagement with the assigned readings for the week 
and you may include media links that you feel would enrich our discussions the 
following day.  
You may not write this on the same topic as your facilitation and you must ensure 
that you post one response before reading week and one after. 
IMPORTANT: Make sure you sign off each Tumblr post using your full name.  
 
Abstract for Final Essay (10%): Due November 13 2018 
Your major assignment this semester will be to design and write your own original 
research paper. You will propose your topic and the approach you intend to take 
through an abstract (one page maximum, double spaced, including your bib). Your 
abstract should also include a list of bibliographic citations for 1-2 tentative sources 
from outside the course readings. This is an opportunity for us to check in with each 
other about the development of your ideas. More information about your final essay 
will be provided after Reading Week. 
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Final Essay (35%): Due December 4 2018 
This final assignment is a space for you to develop your own research interests by 
drawing upon course materials and themes and connecting them to outside 
scholarship. Papers should be 8-10 pages double-spaced (10-11 pages for 5901B) 
and include a critical analysis of at least 3 readings discussed in the course and at 
least 1 external academic source. More information about your final essay will be 
provided after Reading Week. 

 
Readings: 
Ultimately, this is your course. To maximize your ability to follow and synthesize the 
information you learn through lectures and discussions, you must be prepared to 
read all required texts. All readings will be available on cuLearn, via Ares. 
You should come to class prepared to discuss the course readings and conduct 
yourself in a respectful and open manner. There may be issues discussed in this 
class that challenge your personal views and I hope that you use this class to explore 
your ideas and opinions.  
 
Late Assignments: 
All assignments MUST be submitted by the deadlines noted on this syllabus. If you 
think you will not be able to submit your assignment in time (because of illness or 
bereavement) you must contact me as soon as you are aware of this.  
All assignments without documentation will be docked 10% per day that they are 
late (including weekends) until they are handed in or are worth 0%. 
 
Grades: 
In accordance with the Carleton University Undergraduate Calendar, the letter 
grades assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents: 
 
A+ = 90-100  B+ = 77-79  C+ = 67-69  D+ = 56-59 
A   = 85-89  B   = 73-76  C   = 63-66  D   = 53-56 
A - = 80-84  B - = 70-72  C - = 60-62  D - = 50-52 
F    = Below 50        
WDN = Withdrawn from the course, ABS = Student absent from final exam, DEF = 
Deferred (See above), FND = (Failed, no Deferred) = Student could not pass the 
course even with 100% on final exam. 

 
 

Lecture Schedule 
 
Sept 11 | Introduction to the course 
David Eng, Jack Halberstam, & José Muñoz. 2005. “What's Queer About Queer 

Studies Now?” Social Text 23 (3-4 (84-85)): 1-17. 

Ford, Richard Thompson. 2007. “What’s Queer about Race?” South Atlantic Quarterly 
106 (3): 477-484. 



 4 

Sept 18 | Mapping out the Field 
Anzaldúa, Gloria. 1991. “To(o) Queer the Writer—Loca, escritora y chicana.” 

In Living chicana theory: 263-276 
 
Johnson, E. Patrick. 2001. “‘Quare’ studies, or (almost) everything I know about 

queer studies I learned from my grandmother.” Text and Performance 
Quarterly 21(1): 1-25. 
 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Tompkins, Kyla Wazana. 2015. “Intersections of Race, Gender, and Sexuality: 
Queer of Color Critique.” In The Cambridge Companion to American Gay and 
Lesbian Literature: 173-189.  
 

Sept 25 | The Lay of the Land 
Somerville, Siobhan. 1994. Scientific Racism and the Emergence of the Homosexual 

Body. Journal of the History of Sexuality 5(2): 243-266. 
 
Cohen, Cathy. 1997. “Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens: The Radical Potential 

of Queer Politics?” GLQ 3.4: 437-465. 
 

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Nyong'o, Tavia. 2010. “The unforgivable transgression of being Caster Semenya”: 
https://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2009/09/08/the-unforgivable-
transgression-of-being-caster-semenya/ 

 
Oct 2  | QUEERING SETTLER COLONIALISM 
Morgensen, Scott Lauria. 2010 “Settler Homonationalism: Theorizing Settler 

Colonialism within Queer Modernities.” GLQ 16: 105-131. 
 
Driskill, Qwo-Li. 2014. “Stolen from our bodies: First Nations Two-Spirit / queers 

and the journey to a sovereign erotic.” Studies in American Indian Literatures 16 
(2): 50-64. 

 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Finley, Cris. 2011. “Decolonizing the queer Native body (and recovering the 
Native bull- dyke): Bringing ‘sexy back’ and out of Native studies’ closets.” In 
Queer Indigenous Studies: Critical Interventions in Theory, Politics, and Literature: 
31-42. 

 
Oct 9  | The Politics of Representation 
hooks, bell. 1992. “Is Paris Burning?” In Black Looks: Race and Representation. 

Boston, MA: South End Press.  
 
Muñoz, José Esteban. 1999. “Introduction: Performing Disidentifications.” In 

Disidentifications: Queers of Color and the Performance of Politics. University of 
Minnesota Press: 1-34. 

https://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2009/09/08/the-unforgivable-transgression-of-being-caster-semenya/
https://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2009/09/08/the-unforgivable-transgression-of-being-caster-semenya/
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SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Bailey, Marlon M. 2011. “Gender/Racial Realness: Theorizing the Gender System 
in Ballroom Culture.” Feminist Studies 37(2): 365-386. 

Kornhaber, Spencer. 2016. “The Fierceness of Femme, Fat, and Asian.” The 
Atlantic: www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2016/05/kim-chi-
rupauls-drag-race-femme-fat-asian-c-winter-han-interview-
middlebury/483527/ 

In-class movie: Paris is Burning (1991) 
 
Oct 16  | Decolonizing Transgender  
 
Namaste, Viviane. “Gendered Nationalisms and Nationalized Genders: The Use of 

Metaphor in Mass Culture and US Transsexual Activism.” In Invisible Lives: The 
Erasure of Transsexual and Transgendered People. University of Chicago Press, 
2000: 93-131. 

 
Bhanji, Nael. “Trans/scriptions: Homing Desires, (Trans)Sexual Citizenship and 

Racialized Bodies,” in Susan Stryker and Aren Z. Aizura (eds), The Transgender 
Studies Reader 2. London: Routledge, 2013: 512-526. 

 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Roen, K. “Transgender Theory and Embodiment: The Risk of Racial 
Marginalisation.” Journal of Gender Studies, 10(3), 2002: 253-63. 

 
Oct 22 – Oct 26 | Fall break! No class. 

 
Oct 30  | Homonationalism  
Kouri-Towe, Natalie. “Trending Homonationalism.” No More Potlucks (2012): 

http://nomorepotlucks.org/site/trending-homonationalism/ 
 
Ferguson, Roderick A. 2005. “Race-ing Homonormativity: Citizenship, Sociology, and 

Gay Identity.” In Black Queer Studies: A Critical Anthology: 52-67. 
 
Awwad, Julian. 2015. “Queer regulation and the homonational rhetoric of Canadian 

exceptionalism.” In Disrupting Queer Inclusion: Canadian Homonationalisms and 
the Politics of Belonging, Eds. OmiSoore H. Dryden and Suzanne Lenon. 
Vancouver: UBC Press: 19-34. 
 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Ahmed, Sara. 2010. “Happy Objects.” In The Affect Theory Reader. Eds. Melissa Gregg 
and Gregory Seigworth. Duke University Press: 29-51. 
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In-class movie: Pride Denied: Homonationalism & the Future of Queer Politics 
(2016) 

 
Nov 6  | Surveillance and Sexual Citizenship 
 
Puar, Jasbir K. and Rai, Amit. 2002. “Monster, terrorist, fag: The war on terrorism 

and the production of docile patriots.” Social Text 20(3): 117-148. 
  
Dryden, OmiSoore. 2010. “Canadians Denied: A Queer Diasporic Analysis of the 

Canadian Blood Donor.” Atlantis: Critical Studies in Gender, Culture & Social 
Justice 34(2): 77-84. 
 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Eng, David. 2010. “Introduction: Queer Liberalism and the Racialization of 
Intimacy.” In The Feeling of Kinship: Queer Liberalism and the Racialization of 
Intimacy: 1-22.  

 
Nov 13   | Political Economies and the Global circuits of sexuality  
**Abstract Due** 
Puar, J. K. “Circuits of queer mobility: Tourism, travel and globalization.” GLQ: A 

Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 8.1 (2002): 101-137.  
 
Luibhéid, Eithne. “Queer/migration: An unruly body of scholarship.” GLQ: A Journal 

of Lesbian and Gay Studies 14.2 (2008): 169-190. 
 

SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Grewal, I, and Kaplan, C. “Global identities: Theorizing transnational studies of 
sexuality.” GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 7.4 (2001): 663-679.  

 
In-class movie: Paper Dolls (2006) 
 
Nov 20 | Necropolitics 
Haritaworn, Jin, and Snorton, C. Riley. 2013. “Transsexual Necropolitics.” In Susan 

Stryker and Aren Aizura (Eds.), The Transgender Studies Reader 2. London: 
Routledge, 2013: 66-76. 

 
Cárdenas, Micha. 2017. “Dark Shimmers: The Rhythm of Necropolitical Affect in 

Digital Media.” Trap Door: Trans Cultural Production and the Politics of Visibility. 
MIT Press: 161-183. 

 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Gossett, Che. 2016. “Pulse, Beat, Rhythm, Cry: Orlando and the Queer and Trans 
Necropolitics of Loss and Mourning.” Verso Blog: 
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/2747-pulse-beat-rhythm-cry-orlando-and-
thequeer-and-trans-necropolitics-of-loss-and-mourning 

 

https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/2747-pulse-beat-rhythm-cry-orlando-and-thequeer-and-trans-necropolitics-of-loss-and-mourning
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/2747-pulse-beat-rhythm-cry-orlando-and-thequeer-and-trans-necropolitics-of-loss-and-mourning
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Nov 27   | Neoliberalism and Administrative Law 
Bassichis, Morgan and Dean Spade. 2014. “Queer politics and anti-blackness.” 

In Queer Necropolitics, edited by Haritaworn et al. Routledge: 191-210. 
 
Agathangelou, Anna M., M. Daniel Bassichis, and Tamara L. Spira. 2008. “Intimate 

Investments: Homonormativity, global lockdown, and the seductions of empire.” 
Radical History Review: 120-143. 

 
In-class screening: FREE Cece (2016) 
 
Dec 4   | Racialization, Desire, and Resistance 
**Final Paper Due** 
Cruz, Ariane. 2016. “Playing with the Politics of Perversion: Policing BDSM, 

Pornography, and Black Female Sexuality.” Souls 18.2-4: 379-407. 

Rodríguez, Juana Maria. 2011. “Queer Sociality and Other Sexual Fantasies.” GLQ: A 
Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 17(2): 331-348. 

 
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING FOR 5901B: 
Chude-Sokei, Louis, et al. 2016. “Race, Pornography, and Desire: A TBS 
Roundtable.” The Black Scholar 46.4: 49-64. 

Love, Sinnamon. 2013. “Transforming Pornography: Black Porn for Black 
Women.” Guernica: A Magazine of Global Arts and Politics: 
https://www.guernicamag.com/transforming-pornography-black-porn-for-
black-women/ 

 

 
Other Matters 

EMAIL: Please note that it is official Carleton policy that ALL email correspondence 
between instructors, TAs, and students must take place between Carleton email 
accounts.  
This means that I will not respond to emails sent from hotmail, gmail, yahoo, or 
other accounts.  You should expect a response to your emails within 24 hours.  
IMPORTANT: I do not respond to emails the night before your final essay is due. 

PLAGIARISM: Plagiarism is defined as the passing off of anyone else’s work as one’s 
own. Plagiarism occurs when a student either a) directly copies more than one or 
two sentences of another’s written work without acknowledgement; or b) closely 
paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without 
acknowledgement; or c) borrows, without acknowledgement, any ideas in a clear 
and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student’s own 
thoughts, where such ideas, if they were the student’s own would contribute to the 
merit of their work.   
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What are the Penalties for Plagiarism? 
A student found to have plagiarized an assignment may be subject to one of several 
penalties including: expulsion; suspension from all studies at Carleton; suspension 
from full-time studies; and/or a reprimand; a refusal of permission to continue or to 
register in a specific degree program; academic probation; award of an FNS, Fail, or 
an ABS. 
 
What are the Procedures? 
All allegations of plagiarism are reported to the faculty of Dean of FASS and 
Management. Documentation is prepared by instructors and/or departmental 
chairs. 
The Dean writes to the student and the University Ombudsperson about the alleged 
plagiarism. 
The Dean reviews the allegation. If it is not resolved at this level then it is referred to 
a tribunal appointed by the Senate. 

It is in students’ best interests to keep all of their research notes intact after handing 
in papers. Prior approval of the instructor must be obtained if you intend to submit 
work that has previously or concurrently been submitted, in whole or in part, for 
credit in this or any other course. Consult the Writing Tutorial Service (215PA) and 
the Student Academic Success Centre (SASC, 302 Tory) for more information on 
available services.  

Please note that it is not permitted to submit identical (or near identical) 
assignments for two or more courses. 

IN OTHER WORDS:  

Understand what it means: plagiarism results when someone uses the ideas or 
writings of another and presents these ideas or writings as his or her own. Examples 
include: 

1. Buying a paper from a research service or term paper mill.  
2. Turning in a paper from a “free term paper” website.  
3. Turning in a paper someone else has written for you.  
4. Copying materials from a source without proper citation.  
5. Using proper citation but leaving out quotation marks.  
6. Paraphrasing materials from a source without appropriate citation.  
7. Turning in a paper you wrote for another course. 

When citing sources, it is best to present ideas using your own original words. If you 
fully understand a source, you will be able to completely describe its themes and 
ideas in your own words and from your own perspective. However, if you copy a 
passage that someone else wrote and only change a few words around, you have 
committed plagiarism.  
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When quoting directly from sources, it is best to use direct quotes only if the 
phrasing is apt and powerfully stated; be sure to include proper citation. If the quote 
is not revelatory or eloquent but simply provides some useful information, then it is 
best to explain the information completely in your own words while providing 
proper citation. 

REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS:  

 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities needing academic 
accommodations are required to contact a co-ordinator at the Paul Menton Centre 
to complete the necessary letters of accommodation.  
If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please 
contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are 
already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your 
letter of accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks 
before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if 
applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure 
accommodation arrangements are made.  
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting academic accommodation on the 
basis of religious observance should make a formal, written request to their 
instructors for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. 
Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two 
weeks before the compulsory event.  Accommodation is to be worked out directly 
and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved.  
Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. 
Students or instructors who have questions or want to confirm accommodation 
eligibility of a religious event or practice may refer to the Equity Services website 
for a list of holy days and Carleton's Academic Accommodation policies, or may 
contact an Equity Services Advisor in the Equity Services Department for assistance. 

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. The student must then make an appointment to discuss her needs 
with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

There are several services for students on campus to take advantage of: 
1) For health and counseling issues you can visit Health and Counseling 

Services; 2600 CTT Centre; 613-520-6674; www.carleton.ca/health 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://www.carleton.ca/health


 10 

2) Student Academic Success Centre (SASC); 302 Tory; 613-520-7850; 
www.carleton.ca/sasc assists students with academic planning, 
understanding academic rules and regulations, finding a tutor, choosing or 
changing a major, polishing study skills, and referrals to other services. 

3) Academic Writing Centre and Writing Tutorial Service (4th Floor, Library, 
613-520-6632; www.carleton.ca/wts can help you learn to write better 
papers. Tutors are graduate students from a range of departments who have 
been trained to assist you at any stage in the writing process. To make an 
appointment, call 613-520-6632, or drop by their office between the hours of 
9:00am and 4:30pm, Monday-Friday. 

4) The Learning Commons (4th Floor, Library, 613-520-2600, ext. 1125; See 
also Main Floor desk) is a one-stop study-shop that combines research, IT 
and learning support services under one roof to enhance the student 
experience. 

 
 

http://www.carleton.ca/sasc
http://www.carleton.ca/wts

	STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

