
Transdisciplinary designed-based approach to the research: –
iterative, abductive, strategic, and open processes 

‘Research-through-design’ approach from a Participatory Design 
perspective: where knowledge is built from practical experimentation 
with design processes

Activities and workshops that encouraged networking and 
collaborative knowledge building on gendered design 

Ad-hoc designed knowledge mobilization tools e.g., GDS Bulletin 
publication
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Timeline

From April 2019 to October 2022, the GDS Program has been investigating and advancing gendered design through 20 grant-awarded 
projects with scholars at institutions across the global souths. The Program aimed to contribute to more inclusive technological designs in science, 
technology, engineering, the arts and math by building capacity in gendered design and innovations to address challenges and biased 
perceptions predominantly faced by women in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). The gendered design approach brings diverse and 
critical perspectives to the design process to reshape how we identify design challenges, the process to address them, the solutions to these 
challenges, as well as the reach of their benefits. 
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OutcomesMethods and Tools

Sector Experts

Developed definitions of gendered design built 
upon local context and knowledge

Mobilized a strong collaboration between 
academics and communities in the Northern 
and Southern hemispheres

Supported and enhanced Southern and 
Indigenous academic voices, approaches, and 
cultures

April 2019
IDRC grant 
awarded

Oct. - Dec. 2020
LabOne | Sessions 
One to Four

Sep. - Dec. 2021
Interviews with 
PIs/SEs

May 2019
Inception 
workshop

Jan. 2021
GDS Bulletin 
Issue One

Oct. 2021
LabTwo | Session 
Two  – Prototyping

July 26, 2019
Launch of the 
call for EOI

March 2021
GDS Bulletin 
Issue Two

Nov. 2021
GDS Bulletin 
Issue Five

Dec. 2019
Notification 
selected EOI

March 2021
Project update 
report no.1

Dec. 2021
Project update 
report no.3

Jan. 2020
SE & RAs 
established

April 2021
Project network 
meetings

Dec. 2021- 
March 2022
Design Research Society paper 
acceptance and presentation

Jan. - Aug. 2020
Full proposal 
submission, review 
& assessment

May 2021
GDS Bulletin 
Issue Three

June 2022
Submission of final 
project research reports

Sep. 2020
Award decision 
and public 
announcement

June 2021
LabTwo | Session One - 
The role of power in GD

Oct. 2022
Virtual closing event & 
GDS website launch

May - June 2020
GD course at CU

July 2021
Project update 
report no.2

Oct. 2020
Sub-award 
contracts finalized

July 2021
GDS Bulletin 
Issue Four

Oct. 2022
GDS Bulletin 
Issue Six

To support STEM researchers to be more socially focused, we adjusted 
our terminology from STEM to STEAM. To fully affirm the relevance 
of this approach for the desired socio-technical transformation, we 
included the arts and social sciences as full partners in the program. 

A partnership between

Gendered Design in STEAM

@gendesignsteam

@GenDesignSTEAM

GenderedDesign STEAM

Learn more

www.carleton.ca/gendesignsteam/
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ID17, Ankara

MALAYSIA
ID50, Cyberjaya

PAKISTAN
ID38, Lahore

ETHIOPIA
ID33, Addis Ababa

TANZANIA
ID79, Dar es Salaam

GHANA
ID40, Volta Region

MEXICO
ID61, Ciudad Juárez

COLOMBIA
ID80, Bogotá

ARGENTINA
ID41, Buenos Aires
ID37, Córdoba

NIGERIA
ID57, Lagos
ID65, Edo
ID47, Akwa Ibom

RWANDA
ID73, Kigali
ID74, Kigali

MAURITIUS
ID71, Réduit

BRAZIL
ID91, Pernambuco
ID88, Maceió
ID53, São Paulo
IDA, São Paulo
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Increased the visibility of local communities 
studied by these scholars

Promoted the dissemination of Southern 
research results

Created opportunities for researchers across 
the Carleton campus to work together with a 
common goal and do interdisciplinary work

Design Research Society paper acceptance 
and presentation

“The enthusiasm shown by 
our colleagues in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia is clearly 
indicative of how important 
community-oriented STEAM 
work with a focus on Gender is.”

Bjarki and Dominique


