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Researchers emphasized the importance of main-
taining partnerships that had been developed 
over the course of the projects, and expressed 
their aspirations to engage in new collaborations 
for future iterations of the research.

collaborations

Projects emphasized the importance of the funding 
from IDRC and stress that to continue to develop the 
research and specific aspects this would require 
more funding from IDRC, partner institutions, govern-
ment, or other internal/external organizations.

funding

Both public and academic dissemination were 
referred to as strategies to share knowledge and 
contribute to the overall advancement and socie-
tal relevance of research.

dissemination

Many of the projects developed new ideas and 
different avenues of thought throughout the initial 
phases of their research that would either provide a 
continued benefit to their original research or lead 
them to new projects within a similar framework.

scope

This project analyzed the concept of sustainable research by investigating how the 20 
awarded projects of the Gendered Design in STEAM (GDS) program incorporated 
sustainable research within their own frameworks. It is possible to identify aspects of sus-
tainability within the 20 projects which had focused on maintaining and improving vari-
ous systems, entities, and processes, while adapting to changing circumstances so as to 
benefit the current population, and enable long-term action for the future. Different ele-
ments of sustainable research were identified as core aspects to the 20 projects. These 
aspects were grouped into two major themes: short-term actions for the continuation 
of the projects and long-term strategies to develop sustainability in a broader sense.

Sustainability has become a crucial concept in many fields and has been utilized 
as a core theme and approach within many research ventures. The 1987 Brundt-
land Report Our Common Future, a pioneering report on guiding principles of sus-
tainable development, defines sustainability as “development that meets the needs 
of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs”. This definition encompasses three main elements upon which 
researchers base definitions of sustainable research: continuation, orientation, and 
relationships. 

Drawing from the interview transcripts and reports of 
the 20 awarded projects, the data collected present-
ed a few key considerations for short-term actions 
and long-term strategies. In all of the projects, there 
was an emphasis on sustaining collaborations be-
tween internal and external organizations, partners, 
and communities for funding and for further collabo-
rative projects. Many projects stressed the impor-
tance of allocating more funds, and remaining flexi-
ble in the allocation of funding that allows the project 
researchers to have agency over how the funds will 

Long-term 
strategies

Short-term 
actions

Emerging Themes

Future Considerations

All of the GDS projects, in some way, incorporated 
human/cultural, societal, and environmentally sus-
tainable perspectives and practices to investigate 
solutions to increase human capital and promote 
economic growth within their regions.

economic

Social sustainability within the individual projects of the 
GDS program is characterized by the desire to produce 
research in order to influence and affect policy, build 
capacity, advocate for contemporary methodologies 
and perspectives, and provide a platform for collabora-
tive interactions. 

social

The majority of the projects that included environmen-
tal aspects in their project focused on developing 
techniques and technology that are more environ-
mentally friendly and energy efficient.

environmental 

Mentions of the human/cultural aspect of sus-
tainable research focused on local knowledge, 
relationships, and gendered design. 

human/cultural

be used and for what parts of the project. This would 
have benefitted many of the projects that were unable 
to complete components of their research, due in part 
because of the pandemic and having to shift their stra-
tegic approach, and would have allowed them more 
freedom to utilize their resources to explore alterna-
tive methods of research. Many of the projects also 
indicated that although helpful to receive external 
funding, having the funding available in the local cur-
rency or at a fixed exchange rate would have been 
helpful for budget planning. Lastly, there were many 

discussions about incorporating local and traditional 
knowledge and culture into the research and process 
as a way to sustain regional values within each soci-
ety. As such, there was a desire to have more collab-
orative opportunities amongst the projects to learn 
about the many contextual differences and challeng-
es that different regions face, so as to provide support 
and develop strategies together that could be utilized 
across the regions.
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