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Abstract:  
TEKs are fundamentally systemic knowledges emergent from the symbiotic relationship of Peoples and places over 
hundred and often thousands of years. As such, they highlight the particularity of places - landscapes and seascapes - that 
give expression to the cultures of Indigenous Peoples. These intergenerationally transferred deep spatial knowledges 
embody one way the invidious separations between knowing and doing, and nature versus culture might be addressed. As 
Indigenous knowledges, TEKs, deserve respect and inclusion in scientific approaches to addressing the wicked problems of 
global climate change, ecosystem destruction and degradation, and declining biodiversity on the Earth. Before we can 
successfully address the physical global climate changes we face, modern humankind requires a cultural climate change – 
a change in which Indigenous Peoples have something useful to share. 
 
Biography: 
Daniel R. Wildcat is a Yuchi member of the Muscogee Nation of Oklahoma.  His service as teacher and administrator at 
Haskell spans 36 years. In 2013 he was the Gordon Russell visiting professor of Native American Studies at Dartmouth 
College. Dr. Wildcat received an interdisciplinary Ph.D. from the University of Missouri at Kansas City.  In 1994 he partnered 
with the Hazardous Substance Research Center at Kansas State University to create the Haskell Environmental Research 
Studies (HERS) Center to facilitate: 1) technology transfer to tribal governments and Native communities, 2) transfer of 
accurate environmental information to tribes, and 3) research opportunities to tribal college faculty and students 
throughout the United States. He is the author and editor of several books: Power and Place: Indian Education In America, 
with Vine Deloria, Jr.; Destroying Dogma: Vine Deloria’s Legacy on Intellectual America, with Steve Pavlik.  His book, Red 
Alert: Saving the Planet with Indigenous Knowledge, suggests Indigenous ingenuity - Indigenuity – is required to reduce 
the environmental damage of the Anthropocene. He is a co-author of the Southern Great Plains chapter of the Fourth 
National Climate Assessment.  
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https://cuboulder.zoom.us/j/93814222234
mailto:natalia.fierromarquez@carleton.ca

