
 
FOUNDERS SEMINAR 
Presents:  
Dr. Zhiding Hu, Yunnan Normal University 
                                       

Border, Belt and Road Initiative  
and the conflict in 
Northern Myanmar  
 
When: Friday, December 1, 2017 
Time: 2:45- 4:00 
Location: A-220, Loeb Bldg. 
ALL WELCOME 
 
Abstract:  
In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping launched the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime 
Silk Road (commonly known to as the Belt and Road), which have attracted close attention internationally. 
The Belt and Road will connect China with the countries of Central and Southeast Asia. The southern route of 
Belt and Road goes through Myanmar into Southwest China. In 2009, China and Myanmar signed a 
memorandum of energy cooperation and began to build the China-Myanmar oil and gas pipelines. Natural 

gas was transported to China beginning in 2013; deliveries of oil to China began in 2016. However, the plan 
to build the associated highways and railways has been shelved.  

 
All these projects are inseparable from the political situation in Northern Myanmar. Armed ethnic peoples of 
the region enjoy high autonomy although the Myanmar government has taken over control of Northern 
Myanmar mines, ports and trade routes. This government control has reduced the source of income of the 
armed ethnic and compressed their territory. This has prompted the ethnic groups to renew their armed 

struggle. Although it is difficult for the ethnic groups to defeat the Myanmar army, they can take advantage 
of the border to achieve their goals. For example, they can easily get the supplies and can cross the border 

into China. At the same time, China must remain neutral in what is a domestic conflict. Professor Hu will 
examine how the armed ethnic forces make use of the border and explain how the border effect influences 
the conflict.  

 
Biography: 

Professor Hu is a member of School of Tourism and Geography at Yunnan Normal University. He was named 
associate professor in 2015 and is an academic leader in geography in the Yunnan province. His research 
interests focus on border and border effect, in particular, border security. Professor Hu undertakes co-
operative research with Carleton University’s Dr. Victor Konrad. 
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