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Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, Carleton University 

GEOG 2005 / ENST 2005: Introduction to Qualitative Research / Geographic Inquiry  

Fall 2021 Course Outline* 

*The instructor reserves the right to make light changes in listed content and assessment, without taking away from 

the general 'feel' of the course.  

Date Range: Sep 08, 2021 to Dec 10, 2021 (fall break: Oct. 25 - 29) 

Delivery: online blended (synchronous virtual participation mixed with asynchronous participation) 

Lectures: Wednesdays, 18:05 - 19:55 (6pm – 8pm) [Zoom: connection code to be provided] 

Tutorials [asynchronous Brightspace groups]. Please note that: 

- groups will take the format of discussion fora and independent work on Brightspace, and the times listed 

below bare no relevance for when you can participate in those groups. See Grading section, Participation 

category (i.e. you do NOT need to be online at the times below for the asynchronous tutorials, just add your 

written input on Brightspace in the discussion fora and/or deliver the short independent work required 

within 3 days after lecture) 

A1  Fri, 11:35 - 13:25 (11:30am-1:25pm) [TA: tba] 

A2  Fri, 08:35 - 10:25 (8:30am-10-30am) [TA: tba 

A3  Thu, 08:35 - 10:25 (8:30am-10:30am) [TA: tba] 

A4  Thu, 15:35 - 17:25 (3:30pm-5:30pm) [TA: tba] 

 

Instructor: Mihaela Vieru (mihaela.vieru@carleton.ca) 

Online Office Hours: by appointment  

Prerequisite(s): 1.0 credit in GEOG or ENST at the 1000-level and second-year standing, or permission of the 

Department. 

Course resources:  

- The How to of Qualitative Research, by Janice D. Aurini, Melanie Heath, and Stephanie Howells (2016 

edition or any other edition), Sage Publications. Prices between CAD 38 – 51.70 (mandatory text) 

This will be a key resource in this class, as well as in any social research you may do in the future ― it is a 

simple, practical resource for anybody planning and carrying out qualitative research, from beginners to the 

more advanced. 

o E-version: https://www.vitalsource.com/en-ca/products/the-how-to-of-qualitative-research-

strategies-for-janice-d-aurini-melanie-v9781473944268 (recommended: 180 day rental or lifetime 

purchase ― please also see more convenient pricing for the kindle version on Amazon & Chapters) 

o E-version (lifetime) & print version:  

 https://www.amazon.ca/HOW-QUALITATIVE-RESE-

ARCH/dp/1446267091/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=aurini&qid=1630105741&s=boo

ks&sr=1-5 

 https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-

ca/home/search/?keywords=the%20how%20to%20of%20qualitative%20research#internal=
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- Other online (free of charge) materials ― academic articles, community pieces, videos, films etc. 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/books/edition/The_How_To_of_Qualitative_Research/q-EODAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.vitalsource.com/en-ca/products/the-how-to-of-qualitative-research-strategies-for-janice-d-aurini-melanie-v9781473944268
https://www.vitalsource.com/en-ca/products/the-how-to-of-qualitative-research-strategies-for-janice-d-aurini-melanie-v9781473944268
https://www.amazon.ca/HOW-QUALITATIVE-RESE-ARCH/dp/1446267091/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=aurini&qid=1630105741&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.ca/HOW-QUALITATIVE-RESE-ARCH/dp/1446267091/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=aurini&qid=1630105741&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.ca/HOW-QUALITATIVE-RESE-ARCH/dp/1446267091/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=aurini&qid=1630105741&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=the%20how%20to%20of%20qualitative%20research#internal=1
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=the%20how%20to%20of%20qualitative%20research#internal=1
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=the%20how%20to%20of%20qualitative%20research#internal=1
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I. COURSE AT A GLANCE 

Description 

What is social research, what is its purpose, and how do we do it? What research methods and tools do researchers 

employ, in what circumstances, and why? Who is included and who is left out, and what does that say about 

(academic) knowledge and how we, as societies, learn and produce knowledge?  

These are examples of questions that this course will address. As an introduction to qualitative research, the course 

maps out the essentials of qualitative research (e.g. most important methods, tools, techniques) and casts a critical 

perspective on some of its challenges and pitfalls (e.g. competing or exclusionary knowledges, research 

positionalities, ethics & engagement), as well as benefits, including considerations in specific contexts (e.g. 

Indigenous communities, 'community-based' research).  

The purpose of the course is to: i) familiarize students with basic qualitative research processes (i.e. from research 

focus & approach, to design, to data collection, to interpretation, to dissemination); ii) raise awareness of social 

research biases and of systemic dimensions rooted in 'common' research practices and production of knowledge, 

with an impact on the results and uses of geographic inquiry.  

Students are expected to gain critical understanding of qualitative research (e.g. what and why), and to form skills to 

be able to engage in social research ethically and responsibly (e.g. how).   

Student Learning Objectives: 

 To gain the knowledge to engage with social research issues on a conceptual level 

 To become aware of social inquiry basics towards contextualizing different research approaches, 

challenges, and benefits 

 To develop skills to apply some of the common qualitative research methods, tools, and techniques  

 To build critical perspectives on knowledge and its production through research 

 To understand research ethics and community engagement, including the power dynamics involved in 

social research   

 To grasp how to do a qualitative research project proposal  

 

GRADING 

The course is organized in 3 modules, with a short applied evaluation component at the end of each module, aimed 

at building your knowledge and skills towards the final take-home exam. It also includes a participation component.  

 

1. Module 1 Assignment = 10% (asynchronous), due Oct. 12 midnight (11:59pm EST) on Brightspace 

Research Problem & Question Development Paper (details in advance) 

 

2. Module 2 Assignment = 20% (asynchronous), due Nov. 9 midnight (11:59pm EST) on Brightspace 

Ethnographic Description & Semi-structured Interview Guide Development Paper (details in advance) 

 

3. Module 3 Assignment = 20% (asynchronous), due Dec 7 midnight (11:59pm EST) on Brightspace 

Reflection Paper on Research Positionality in Community Engagement (details in advance) 

 

4. Participation = 15% (blended) 

a) Lecture participation 5% (synchronous) ― students are expected to have done the readings and to 

actively participate in lecture with informed comments, questions etc. (either orally, or in the Zoom 

chat function)  you need to do so in at least 5 lectures. 

b) Discussion Fora on Brightspace 10% (asynchronous) ― discussion questions or applied exercises will 

be posted in your group on Brightspace after each lecture. Students are required to engage in the short 

exercises, to comment on questions and on colleagues' responses, ask supplementary questions, provide 
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examples etc. on a rolling basis. Each group will close for such input on Fri at midnight (11:59pm EST) 

 you need to do so in at least 10 fora. 

- You will be graded on depth of comments/questions and/or on satisfactory completion of exercises.  

 

5. Take-home exam = 35% (asynchronous), due any day in exam period (Dec. 11-23) on Brightspace 

Qualitative Research Project Proposal (details in advance) 

 

II.   WEEKLY TOPICS   

Sep. 8 (CLASS 1). Course Introduction: Structure & Expectations (no tutorials for this week)  

------------------------------- 

MODULE 1: SITUATING QUALITATIVE RESEARCH  

Sep. 15 (CLASS 2). What Is Social Research & Why Is It Needed?   

Sep. 22 (CLASS 3). First Glance: Qualitative Research in Focus 

Sep. 29 (CLASS 4). Conceptualization Matters    

  Oct. 6 (CLASS 5). Design Matters 

 

MODULE 2: DATA COLLECTION 

  Oct. 13 (CLASS 6). Verbal Data: the Interview & the Focus Group 

Oct. 20 (CLASS 7). Observation Data: Participant Observation & Ethnographic Description  

Oct. 27 (NO CLASS). Fall Break  

Nov. 3 (CLASS 8). Documents, Visual, and Online Data: From Content Analysis to Material &  

      Digital Culture Analysis to Arts-based Expression 

MODULE 3: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, ETHICS & RESEARCH AS SOCIAL CHANGE 

Nov. 10 (CLASS 9). Knowledge, Presentation, and Representation 

Nov. 17 (CLASS 10). Indigenous Methodologies & Community Engagement 

Nov. 24 (CLASS 11). Case Study: Community-based Research or Participatory Action Research? 

Dec. 1 (CLASS 12). From Ethical Research to Responsible Research  

---------------------------------- 

Dec. 8 (CLASS 13).  Wrapping-up & Exam Review  

 

III. SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

1. Brightspace platform 

Students are asked to use Brightspace on a regular basis for course information and activities (e.g. Course Outline, 

PP for lectures, discussion fora, assignment submissions, announcements, grade viewing).  

See Brightspace Support for information and any assistance you may need with accessing and using it. 

https://carleton.ca/brightspace/
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2. Zoom platform 

Lectures and chats during lectures will be delivered synchronously, using Zoom. Occasionally, your TAs may opt to 

use Zoom for particular purposes, with advance notice. System requirements for Zoom: 

 OS: Windows 10, 8, 7, macOS X 10.9, Ubuntu 12.04, iOS, Android, BlackBerry 

 Memory: 2 GB RAM 

 Processor: Single Core 1 GHz+ 

 Bandwidth: 1.5 Mbps upstream and 1.5 Mbps downstream for group calling (720p HD video)  

o Use a speed test to check bandwidth use 

 Connection: Broadband wired (Ethernet — preferred) or wireless (3G or 4G/LTE) 

 Hardware: Computer or mobile device (ideally with headset or earbuds, webcam) 

Need more details? See full list of system requirements for using Zoom on your desktop & mobile device. 

Student-specific Zoom resources (including how to set up an account) can be found on the Carleton Online 

website. For Zoom and other technical support (including account and educational technology application support), 

please contact ITS service desk and see FAQ. For any other concerns, please contact instructor. 

 

IV. RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Submission of assignments 

All assignments are to be submitted electronically via Brighstapce. You must also keep a copy of all work submitted 

throughout the term. Please remember to back up often! You must have an e-copy on hand to resubmit, should a 

problem arise.  

Extensions 

Extensions will be granted for legitimate reasons by the instructor ― please contact your instructor to discuss in 

advance of the issue encountered. 

Late policy 

Late assignments will be penalized 2% for each calendar day past the due date, unless an extension has been 

arranged with the instructor.   

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas, or work of others as one’s own.  

Plagiarism includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original 

source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas or works of others may be drawn from 

include but are not limited to: books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, 

chemical compounds, art works, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of calculations, 

diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, material on the internet and/or conversations.  

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:  

• any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else;  

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, formulae, scientific or 

mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

• using another's data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement;  

https://speedtest.net/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-requirements-for-Windows-macOS-and-Linux
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201179966-System-requirements-for-iOS-iPadOS-and-Android
https://carleton.ca/online/online-learning-resources/zoom-for-students-2/
https://carleton.ca/online/online-learning-resources/zoom-for-students-2/
https://carleton.ca/its/contact/
https://carleton.ca/its/help-centre/faq-technical-specs-for-new-students/
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• submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, with or without 

modifications, as one’s own; and  

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another's work and/or 

failing to use quotations marks.  

 

V.   ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 

Long-term medical issue. Please secure a doctor's note for any long-term medical issue that might prevent you 

from completing course work in a substantial manner (e.g. missing considerable course content, impossibility to 

complete multiple assignments and exams etc.) and present it to the instructor. 

Short-term medical issue. For accommodation requests related to COVID-19 (e.g. cold, fever, self-isolation etc.), 

please complete this self-declaration form in lieu of securing a doctor's note or medical certificate, and relay it to the 

instructor or Registrar's Office, depending on the kind of work the deferral is requested for (details in the form).  

Family/pregnancy or religious obligation. Please send an email to the instructor with any requests for academic 

accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 

known to exist.  

Students with disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 

students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, 

hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please consult the 

protocols here. After requesting accommodation from PMC, please contact instructor to ensure accommodation 

arrangements are made.  

Survivors of sexual violence. As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive 

learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are 

supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. More information about the 

services available at the university & about sexual violence / support here. 

Student activities. Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the 

university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable 

accommodation will be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level. Contact 

the instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 

Please consult Equity Services and Inclusive Communities for additional support information (e.g. crisis support, 

Indigenous-specific support, discrimination and harassment etc.). 

 

VI. ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE (WRITING / RESEARCH) 

Writing standards for this course include paper organization standards, correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, correct 

citation. Please consult the Writing Services and support available to you at Carleton. 

For assistance with research, please consult the Geography Subject Guide (it includes many research and writing 

starting points for students). Also, see the online Omni Search Tips Guide. For any library research assistance 

inquiries, you can also contact Geography research specialist Susan Tudin. 

For general research essay structure help, please consult different online sources, such as the Harvard Writing Center 

or other sources recommended by the librarian.  

 

https://carleton.ca/registrar/wp-content/uploads/self-declaration.pdf
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/sexual-violence-prevention-survivor-support/
https://carleton.ca/equity/
https://library.carleton.ca/help/citing-your-sources
https://carleton.ca/csas/writing-services/
https://library.carleton.ca/research/subject-guides/geography-detailed-guide
https://library.carleton.ca/omni
http://www.library.carleton.ca/contact/staff-directory/susan-tudin
../../Winter%202020.%20GEOG%202300/GEOG%202300/Admin/Harvard%20Writing%20Center
../../Winter%202020.%20GEOG%202300/GEOG%202300/Admin/Harvard%20Writing%20Center

