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Whether we realize it or not, many of the challenges we have faced in coping with the COVID-
19 pandemic over the past two plus years, have been geographical in nature. For many of us, 
this past year or so has altered our perceptions of space and place and what we might consider 
to be “normal” – the way we think or imagine home, the way we work, how we see our 
relationships with others and our place in the world, etc. In this course, we will explore: the 
notion of what we might call “normal geographies”: how our geographical imaginations have 
been shaped by events in the past and the present; how the pandemic has exposed or 
highlighted social inequities; and, finally, what might be the “new normal” geographies. While 
the pandemic has prompted us to look at geography differently, this course will not focus 
completely on pandemics and illness. We will examine how events in the world, both past and 
present, have “altered” our geographies in different ways on a local, national, and global scale. 
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Deliverables 
 

1) Visual commentaries (3 X 10 marks each) – these will form part of several of our classes 
– lecture and discussion – you will have a choice. 
 

2) Think piece (20 marks) 
 

3) Take-home examination project (40 marks) 
 

• Creative product (20 marks) – to be discussed further next week. 
• Accompanying document/ write-up (20 marks) 

 
4) Participation/ contribution (10 marks) 

 
• Not solely attendance based – but based on contributions to the class 

discussions (including presentation of at least one photo commentary) 
 
 
Course evaluation:  
 

Visual commentaries (30%)  
 
You will each be required to provide three brief visual commentaries for discussion.  
 
These commentaries will consist of an image or visual detail (photograph, artwork, 
graph, chart, map, etc.) that illustrates an aspect of the week’s class discussion. You 
must also provide a quote from one of the readings associated with the topic. You will 
also provide a commentary (approx. 150- 200 words for each photo) that explains what 
the image is attempting to show in terms of the topic of the week and what the image 
shows in terms of the chosen quote (derived from the readings), why you chose this 
image, and what details are important to recognize. You must each do three 
commentaries (2 X 15%). Moreover, you each must be prepared to discuss at least one 
of your commentaries with the class. The commentaries must be submitted to me no 
later than 5:00p.m. on the day before the class in which they are to be presented and I 
will decide which ones will be discussed.  
 
Think piece (20%):  
 
You will be expected to do ONE double-spaced 5-8-page think piece discussion paper/ 
think piece. This will be worth 20% of your final grade. In this, you will expand upon the 
discussion in one of your photo-commentaries, using further examples and material 
from the readings and lectures. This think piece is intended to provide your own more 
in-depth analysis of one of the topics being discussed. In your analysis, you will be 
required to use material from the readings, films, discussions and lectures. You are 



also encouraged to bring your own experiences, knowledge and ideas to the discussion. 
All papers must be properly referenced using APA style citations. Your one think piece 
will be due on the last day of classes.  
  
Final take-home “examination” project (40%):  
 
Finally, there will be a take-home “examination” project to be distributed before the 
end of classes. You will have until the last day of the exam period to submit this project. 
There will be no extensions allowed without proper documentation. This project will be 
worth 40 percent of the final grade. The nature of this project will be discussed in class. 

 
Photo commentaries (2 X 15) 30% 
Think piece 20% 
Take home examination 40% 
Participation 10% 

 
NOTE: Assignments will be graded on a scale from A+ to F. The evaluation will take into 
account the content in relation to the purpose of the assignment, as well as the quality 
of written expression and the overall presentation. Please include a title, your name and 
student number, the course number and instructor’s name, and the date on all of your 
written assignments at the top of the first page. Please also retain an additional hard 
copy for your records.  

 
 
Course Format 
 

The classes are scheduled for 3 hours – lecture-based – however, given the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves – masked (including me), small class, etc., we 
will treat this more like a hybrid lecture/ seminar with short lecture segments, 
discussion and breaks: 

 
• Lectures will be broken up into short, self-contained units related to different 

ideas, case studies, examples within the overall subject matter of the class [this 
is also done to facilitate any possibility of the course being moved online!] 

• There will be multiple breaks (preferably outside if possible and if allowed) 
• Presentation of concepts and ideas (me) 
• Student commentaries (weekly) NOTE Classes will be built around your photo 

commentaries and discussion 
• Class discussions (often) 
• Videos (often) 
• Fieldtrips (weather permitting) 

 
 
 



Course Readings 
 

The nature of this course means that there are really no textbooks available that cover 
all the material we will be discussing. Links to readings will either be embedded in the 
lecture slides or will be uploaded to the Brightspace modules. One book I would like you 
to read is The Ghost Map by Steven Johnson (2007). I have not ordered this through the 
University Bookstore, as it seemed impractical. It is inexpensive and widely available 
online (e.g. https://tinyurl.com/2u7ufmcy ) 

 
Late or deferred submissions:  
 

While I am always happy to discuss extensions with good reason, do not just assume 
that an extension will be granted. Therefore, a late submission of a written commentary 
or the photographic essay without prior permission will result in a penalty equivalent to 
10 percent per day after the designated due date. Students who are unable to complete 
assignments on time because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control may 
request an extension within five days after the deadline with me. Permission will only be 
granted if the request is supported by the correct documentation. In the current 
circumstances, the University requires students to complete the self-
declaration form available on the Registrar’s Office website requesting academic 
accommodation for missed course work. You are also encouraged to connect directly 
with me to discuss required accommodations arising from the COVID-19 situation. 
Conflicts arising due to religious obligations should be indicated in advance, but do not 
require verification.  

 
Academic accommodations:  

 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. 
For an accommodation request the processes are as follows:  
Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website 
http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/.  
Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website 
http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/.  
Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must 
register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a formal 
evaluation of disability-related needs. Documented disabilities could include but are not 
limited to mobility/physical impairments, specific Learning Disabilities (LD), 5 
psychiatric/psychological disabilities, sensory disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), and chronic medical conditions. Registered PMC students are required 
to contact the PMC, 613-520-6608, every term to ensure that I receive your Letter of 
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Accommodation, no later than two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first 
in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you only require accommodations 
for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for 
accommodations to PMC by the deadlines published on the PMC website: 
http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/new-and-current-students/dates-and-deadlines/.  

 
Academic dishonesty:  

 
Students are reminded of the seriousness with which Carleton University treats 
academic dishonesty of any form, including plagiarism. Students should be familiar with 
the University’s Academic Integrity Policy (see 
http://www2.carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity). For more information on 
plagiarism, its consequences and how to avoid committing plagiarism, see the 
MacOdrum Library web site on the topic: 
http://www.library.carleton.ca/howdoI/plagiarism.html 

 
COVID Protocols 

It is important to remember that COVID is still present in Ottawa. The situation can 
change at any time and the risks of new variants and outbreaks are very real. There are 
a number of actions you can take to lower your risk and the risk you pose to those 
around you including being vaccinated, wearing a mask, staying home when you’re sick, 
washing your hands and maintaining proper respiratory and cough etiquette. 

Feeling sick? Remaining vigilant and not attending work or school when sick or with 
symptoms is critically important. If you feel ill or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms do not 
come to class or campus. If you feel ill or exhibit symptoms while on campus or in class, 
please leave campus immediately. In all situations, you should follow Carleton’s 
symptom reporting protocols. 

Masks: Masks are no longer mandatory in university buildings and facilities. However, 
we continue to recommend masking when indoors, particularly if physical distancing 
cannot be maintained. We are aware that personal preferences regarding optional mask 
use will vary greatly, and we ask that we all show consideration and care for each other 
during this transition. 

Vaccines: While proof of vaccination is no longer required to access campus or 
participate in in-person Carleton activities, it may become necessary for the University 
to bring back proof of vaccination requirements on short notice if the situation and 
public health advice changes. Students are strongly encouraged to get a full course of 
vaccination, including booster doses as soon as they are eligible and submit their 
booster dose information in cuScreen as soon as possible. Please note that Carleton 
cannot guarantee that it will be able to offer virtual or hybrid learning options for those 
who are unable to attend the campus. 



All members of the Carleton community are required to follow requirements and 
guidelines regarding health and safety which may change from time to time. For the 
most recent information about Carleton’s COVID-19 response and health and safety 
requirements please see the University’s COVID-19 website and review the Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs). Should you have additional questions after reviewing, please 
contact covidinfo@carleton.ca. 

Statement on Student Mental Health 

As a university student you may experience a range of mental health challenges that 
significantly impact your academic success and overall well-being. If you need help, 
please speak to someone. There are numerous resources available both on- and off-
campus to support you. Here is a list that may be helpful: 

Emergency Resources (on and off campus): https://carleton.ca/health/emergencies-
and-crisis/emergency-numbers/ 

Carleton Resources: • Mental Health and Wellbeing: https://carleton.ca/wellness/ • 
Health & Counselling Services: https://carleton.ca/health/ • Paul Menton Centre: 
https://carleton.ca/pmc/ • Academic Advising Centre (AAC): 
https://carleton.ca/academicadvising/ • Centre for Student Academic Support (CSAS): 
https://carleton.ca/csas/ • Equity & Inclusivity Communities: https://carleton.ca/equity/ 

Off Campus Resources: • Distress Centre of Ottawa and Region: (613) 238-3311 or TEXT: 
343-306-5550, https://www.dcottawa.on.ca/ • Mental Health Crisis Service: (613) 722-
6914, 1-866-996-0991, http://www.crisisline.ca/ • Empower Me: 1-844-741-6389, 
https://students.carleton.ca/services/empower-me-counselling-services/ • Good2Talk: 
1-866-925-5454, https://good2talk.ca/ • The Walk-In Counselling Clinic: 
https://walkincounselling.com 

Important University Regulations – Notes from the Paul Menton Centre 

For Students with Disabilities:  
Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are 
encouraged to contact a coordinator at the Paul Menton Centre for Students with 
Disabilities to complete the necessary letters of accommodation.  

https://carleton.ca/pmc/registering-with-pmc/ 

After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet and discuss your 
particular needs with me.  
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For Religious Observance:  
Students requesting academic accommodation on the basis of religious observance 
should make a formal, written requires to their instructors for alternate dates and/or 
means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the 
first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
know to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the 
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. 

Students or instructors who have questions or want to confirm accommodation 
eligibility of a religious event or practice may refer to the equity services website for a 
list of holy days (www.carleton.ca/equity) and Carleton’s Academic Accommodation 
policies, or may contact an Equity Services Advisor (ext. 5622) in the Equity Services 
Department for assistance.  

For Pregnancy:  
Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact and 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services (ext. 5622) to complete a letter of accommodation. The 
student must then make an appointment to discuss her needs with the instructor at 
least two weeks prior to the first event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will 
be required. 

Student Life Services 
 
Student Life Services, located in Room 501 of the Unicentre, offers a wide range of 
programs and services to assist students in adjusting to academic life, in improving their 
learning skills, and in making academic and career decisions. 

 
USEFUL CARLETON CONTACTS IF A STUDENT NEEDS ASSISTANCE WITH… REFER TO… 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
…understanding academic rules and regulations; choosing or changing their major; 
finding a tutor; academic planning guided by an Academic Advisor; polishing study skills; 
etc. 
 
Student Academic Success Centre (SASC) 
"Helping students build a foundationfor academic success by facilitating services that 
foster personal direction and academic competence" Students can call or drop in to 
make an appointment at: 
 

302 Tory Building  /  (613) 520-7850  / www.carleton.ca/sasc 
 
…a learning disability 

http://www.carleton.ca/equity


Paul Menton Centre 
"Integration, Individualization, Independence": Students can call or drop in to make an 
appointment 
 

500 University Centre / (613) 520-6608 /  www.carleton.ca/pmc  
 
…developing writing skills Writing Tutorial Service  

229 Paterson Hall / (613) 520-6632 / www.carleton.ca/wts  
 
…assistance with math Math Tutorial www.math.carleton.ca/student, peer assisted 
tutoring for pre-identified, notoriously difficult courses 
 
Peer Assisted Study Sessions 
"PASS workshops integrate how to-learn (study skills) with what to-learn (course 
content) in a fun, relaxed environment. 
 

Centre for Initiatives in Education 
(613) 520-2600 Ext. 1523 / www.carleton.ca/cie/PASS.htm  

 
…polishing English conversation skills, or proof reading (International students only) 
 
International Student Advisory  
 

501 University Centre / (613) 520-6600 / www.carleton.ca/isa/  
 
…research assistance Staff at MacOdrum Library (reference services desk) 
 

(613) 520-2735 / www.library.carleton.ca 
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