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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Schedule:   Fridays 9:35-11:25 am, class meetings via Zoom 
   First class: January 15, 2021 
 
Course instructor:  Derek Smith, B449 Loeb Building 
  Email: dereka_smith@carleton.ca 
  Telephone: (613) 520-2600 x 8131 

Office hours:  To be determined 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Calendar description:  Selected topic or field of inquiry concerning the geographic dimensions of culture, 
identity and place. 
 
Prerequisites: GEOG 3021 and fourth-year Honours standing in Geography or permission of the Department. 
 
Course description: 
 
The purpose of this online seminar course is to examine the geographic dimensions of culture, place and 
landscape.  Together we will examine the many connections between culture and social identities (e.g., race, 
gender) on the one hand, and space, place, landscapes and regions, in both urban and other contexts, and at 
different scales. As part of this, we will examine how maps can be used to represent these relationships – not 
merely as tools for communication, but also in terms of the social and political dimensions of mapping that at 
times further the interests of certain groups over others. We will also explore participatory, activist and 
artistic “counter” mappings that are employed to empower marginalized communities, recognize local 
geographic knowledge, and present alternative narratives.   
 
Course objectives and learning outcomes: 

• To become knowledgeable with key concepts in cultural geography and cartography; 
• To become familiar with the field of critical cartography, and to develop skills in analyzing and 

“deconstructing” maps; 
• To develop and/or enhance skills in map design; 



• To enhance critical thinking, writing, and presentation skills. 
 
Course format 
 
The format of this online seminar will be a combination of seminar meetings and independent, asynchronous 
work.  The class meetings will consist of lectures, class discussions, and small group activities that will be held 
via Zoom. In between these meetings there will be required readings, short written assignments, and other 
activities that must be done in advance. Student participation is an important element of the seminar, and it 
is very important that you do this work in advance so that you are prepared to participate effectively for each 
class. Lecture slides will be made available on cuLearn after each class. You will be notified of any updates or 
changes to seminar activities by email, so please check your Carleton email regularly.  
 
cuLearn and communications: 
 
The cuLearn site for this course will contain the course outline, lecture slides (available shortly after and 
sometimes before class), and assignment marks. All announcements will be communicated by email, through 
cuLearn. The best way to reach me is usually to send an email, and I would be very pleased to meet you via 
Zoom or by telephone, by appointment. Whenever possible, I will return calls and email inquiries within 24-
36 hours (but note that I will not respond over the weekend).  Please use your Carleton email account for all 
course-related correspondence, and place “GEOG 4021” in the subject heading.   
 
Required readings: 
 
The required readings for the course will be selected from a range of books and journals and represent a 
broad array of theoretical debate, concepts, issues, and case studies.  All readings will be made available 
through the Ares system (that you have access to through cuLearn) unless otherwise noted.  Some of the 
readings have been determined, and others will be assigned as the term progresses, but always with a 
minimum of one week advance notice. In addition to the required readings, students will also be responsible 
for seeking additional materials for their assignments.   
 
For students who wish to review introductory material in cultural geography, the following text is useful. 

Atkinson, David, editor (2005) Cultural Geography: A Critical Dictionary of Key Concepts. New York: I.B. 
Tauris.  (Full text available through the library, at Hathi Trust) 

For an overview of the fundamentals of map design, the following is a useful guide: 
Slocum, Terry A. (2009) Thematic Cartography and Geovisualization.  Prentice Hall series in geographic 

information science. Pearson Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ. (Full text available through the 
library, at Hathi Trust) 

For additional library research on the topics addressed in class or in your assignments, the following library  
subject guide is a useful place to begin: http://www.library.carleton.ca/research/subject-guides/geography. 
 
Evaluation (subject to change) 
                        Percent 
 Short written assignments (8 in total)  40 
 Class participation     25 
 Final term project     35 
 
Assignments will be graded on a scale from A+ to F.  The evaluation will take into account the content in 
relation to the purpose of the assignment, as well as the quality of written expression and overall 
presentation. Whenever possible, assignments will be returned to you with feedback one week after they are 

http://www.library.carleton.ca/research/subject-guides/geography


submitted.  Please include a title, your name and student number, the course number and instructor’s name, 
and the date on all of your written assignments at the top of the first page.  
 
The short written assignments include commentaries on specific readings, one or more “take-home essays,” 
an independent project proposal. More details will be provided during seminar meetings and in separate 
documents that will be provided.   
 
Given that writing is a critical component of this course, I strongly encourage all students to take advantage of 
the free one-on-one writing consultations provided by the university (see: https://carleton.ca/csas/writing-
services/). In addition, the following is a very useful Canadian writing guide available through the library.  
Ebooks and used copies are easy to find for under $10. 

Minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada. 1997. The Canadian Style: A Guide to Writing 
and Editing. Toronto, Ontario: Dundurn Press in co-operation with Public Works and Government 
Services Canada Translation Bureau. 

Late policy 

Late assignments will be subject to a deduction of 10% per calendar day and will not be accepted after 7 
days.  If you have a medical issue or there are extenuating circumstances, please contact the course instructor 
as soon as possible well before the deadline to discuss the situation.  
 
Course topics and schedule (subject to change): 
 
Week 1 - Introduction to the course 
Week 2 - Culture and geography / What is a map? 
Week 3 - Critical cartography / Map design 
Week 4 - Cultural regions  
Week 5 - Cultural landscapes  
Week 6 - People and nature  
Week 7 - Sense of place / Toponyms 
Week 8 - Geographies of identity 
Week 9 - Indigenous geographies / Local geographic knowledge 
Week 10 - Urban spaces 
Week 11 - To be determined.  
Week 12 -  To be determined. 
 
A more detailed schedule will follow. 
 
 
Plagiarism  
 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source;  

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else;  

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

https://carleton.ca/csas/writing-services/
https://carleton.ca/csas/writing-services/


• using another’s data or research findings;  
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks;  
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 

written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs."  
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor. The Associate 
Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an 
instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. They can include a final 
grade of "F" for the course. The Academic Integrity Policy can be accessed at 
http://www2.carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity. 
 
Academic Accommodation  
 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 
accommodation request the processes are as follows:  
 
Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 
details visit the Department of Equity Services website: http://www.carleton.ca/equity/ 
 
Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 
details visit the Department of Equity Services website: http://www.carleton.ca/equity/ 
 
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with 
Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health 
disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 
medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring 
academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for 
a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send 
me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the 
first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). Requests made within two 
weeks will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with 
me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website 
(www.carleton.ca/pmc) for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if 
applicable).  

You can visit the Department of Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed 
information on academic accommodation at   http://www.carleton.ca/equity/. 

http://www2.carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity
http://www.carleton.ca/equity/
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