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GEOG 5905: Masters Research Workshop 

 

 

Catalogue Description (from Academic Calendar) 

A workshop which focuses on the challenges of research design in the various sub-fields of 

geography.  The workshop will culminate with the development of a thesis research proposal to be 

evaluated in written form and through oral presentation.. 
 

Course Overview (Instructor’s additional description) 

The primary objective of the Masters Research Workshop is the development of a thesis proposal.  

This proposal will provide the foundation for completion of your MA or MSc research, and will include 

the discussion and consideration of: theoretical approaches to research, ethical codes of conduct, 

research design and sampling strategy, justification for proposed methodology, context and 

rationale for research, anticipated field work sites and timeline, and your graduate program timeline.  

A secondary objective of this course is to develop critical analytical skills through the process of peer 

review of research proposals.  This course is highly interactive, whereby MA and MSc students learn 

together, and from each other, with broad exposure to various types of geographic research.  This 

course also takes place in close consultation with your thesis supervisor, who is involved in the 

evaluation of assignments and overall progress. 

 

INSTRUCTOR 

Dr. Andrew M. Davidson 

Office: 342 LA.      Office Hours: After class. 

Email: andrew.davidson@carleton.ca    Phone: (613) 759-1349 

Website: http://gracilis.carleton.ca/davidson   

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Wherever possible course content, supplementary materials, presentation outlines, readings, and any 

additional information will be posted and communicated using cuLearn 

(https://www.carleton.ca/culearn/).  You are also strongly encouraged to use the online discussion 

tools to ask questions and receive feedback from the Instructor.  However, in corresponding with the 

Instructor via email, please be sure to include the course number in the subject line (i.e. GEOG5905 

- subject of email).   

 

LECTURES/SEMINAR DISCUSSIONS (SEE SCHEDULE) 

3 hours weekly  Time:  Thursday, 18:05am - 20:55pm,  Room:  LA room A220 (Select classes will 

be held Wednesdays, 08:35am - 11:25am, Room: LA room A220) 

 

mailto:andrew.davidson@carleton.ca
http://gracilis.carleton.ca/davidson
https://www.carleton.ca/culearn/
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READINGS 

There is no specific textbook for this course.  A number of readings will be made available from 

selected book chapters and journal articles.  These will be made available electronically through the 

Ares system and on reserve at the MacOdrum Library.  Weekly required readings will be listed on 

cuLearn, so please check cuLearn regularly for reading updates. 

 

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION 

• Guest presentations 

• Student presentations 

• Seminar discussions 

• Engagement with course readings, assignments, and class discussions 

• Consultations with the Instructor and your thesis supervisor 

 

EVALUATION 

 

 Thesis proposal (70%) 

 

The goal of this course is to develop a Masters research proposal which will help to 

guide your graduate research throughout your degree program. This proposal should 

include the following key components: i) working title; ii) introduction (which includes 

context, literature review and justification); iii) overall aims or goals, research 

question(s), objectives, and/or hypotheses. iv) methodology; v) timeline; vi) potential 

constraints and contingency plans; vii) references; and, viii) any other related materials. 

Additional description of proposal components and expectations will be distributed 

in class.  The thesis proposal grade is broken down into several components, including: 

 

1) A written draft thesis proposal (15%) along with class discussions. 

2) An oral presentation of the revised thesis proposal (20%); 

3) A final, written, thesis proposal (35%). 

 

Note that deadlines will vary among the class members. These specific dates will 

be determined in the first class. 

 

Participation (30%) 

 

This course is run as a workshop, and thus its success relies heavily on student 

engagement and contributions of all participants to the class discussions. You are 

expected to prepare for each class in the ways indicated in the course schedule, and 

in the more detailed descriptions of assignments. This includes doing the required 

readings, and reviewing your peers’ proposal drafts according to the various groups 

and/or pairs you will work in. Student contributions also include participating in 

discussions, providing constructive feedback, and asking questions related to all 

presentations or discussions, not only for the particular groups/pairs you are part of.   

The participation grade is broken down into several components, including: 
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1) The oral presentation and critique of a previous MA or MSc thesis (10%). 

2) Being a discussant of one of your peer’s draft thesis proposals (10%); ongoing 

3) Contribution to class or group discussion (10%); ongoing. 

 

As outlined in the Faculty Grading Guidelines please note that: "Standing in a course is determined 

by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades 

submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision.  No grades are final until they have been 

approved by the Dean." 

 

LATENESS POLICY 

Just as there is no lateness policy for most job-related deadlines, there will be a no tolerance 

lateness policy for this course.   

๏ All assignments are due at the start of class, on the date indicated (TBD) and finalized 

accordingly to the student presentation schedule on cuLearn.    

๏ Late or missed assignments will not be accepted, unless you have documented 

extenuating circumstances or you have previously requested academic accommodations 

(see relevant sections below).   

 

EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with extenuating circumstances (i.e. out of 

your control).  Any requests for deadline extensions for writing assignments must be made IN 

PERSON (i.e. during office hours or by scheduled appointment) to the Instructor at least 5 business 

days prior to the deadline. In case of missed deadlines due to unforeseen circumstance, an 

official medical note (or other applicable formal documentation) must be provided IN PERSON (or 

by other agreed upon means) within 5 days of the missed deadline in order to negotiate new 

deadlines.  Missed presentations must be accompanied by the same documentation, using the same 

protocol outlined above, and only then will the re-scheduling of presentations be considered.  With 

the proper documentation these accommodations will be considered, but will not be guaranteed.  If no 

documentation is provided, the resulting grade of a missed assignment will be zero.   

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

Students are reminded of the seriousness with which Carleton University treats academic dishonesty 

of any form, particularly plagiarism (see p. 5 for details).  Students should be familiar with the 

University’s Academic Integrity Policy (http://www2.carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-

integrity/), and do not hesitate to speak with your Teaching Assistant or Instructor if you have any 

questions - BEFORE handing in the assignment in question.  

 

 

REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS 

http://www2.carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity/
http://www2.carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity/
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You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term because of 

disability, pregnancy or religious obligations (see p. 5 for details).  Please review the course 

outline promptly and write to the Instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during 

the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 

exist.  Visit the Department of Equity and Inclusive Communities website to view the policies and to 

obtain more detailed information on academic accommodation at 

http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation. 

 

HELP WITH ASSIGNMENTS AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

There are a variety of ways to get help if you are having difficulties with any of the course material, 

or managing to meet the requirements of a number of courses at once.  The Instructor is here to 

facilitate your learning, so take advantage of your opportunities for interaction and ask for help when 

needed.  You are especially encouraged to attend designated office hours if you need particular 

assistance.  There are also a number of support services and resources on campus at your disposal, 

including: The Student Academic Success Centre (www.carleton.ca/sasc to help you in achieving 

academic success in various aspects of your university program); The Writing Tutorial Service 

(www.carleton.ca/wts to help you improve your writing skills); and, The MacOdrum Library 

(www.library.carleton.ca which offers library, research, learning, and IT support). 

 

University Policies and Statements 

 

Plagiarism 

The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the 

ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”   This can include: 

 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 

citation or reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 

written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 

without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission 

occurs." 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offense which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. The 

Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 

student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. 

They can include a final grade of "F" for the course. 

 

http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation
http://www.carleton.ca/sasc
http://www.carleton.ca/wts
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
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Academic Accommodations for Pregnancy 

Contact the Instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks 

of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 

details visit the Department of Equity and Inclusive Communities website: 

https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf.  

Academic Accommodations for Religious Obligations  

Contact the Instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks 

of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more 

details visit the Department of Equity and Inclusive Communities website: 

https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf. 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 

Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments 

in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this 

course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are 

already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send the Instructor your Letter 

of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-

class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable).  After requesting 

accommodation from PMC, meet with the Instructor to ensure accommodation arrangements are 

made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the 

formally-scheduled exam (if applicable) at https://carleton.ca/pmc/students-registered-with-

pmc/important-dates-and-deadlines/.  

Survivors of Sexual Violence 

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and 

living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported 

through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. For more information 

about the services available at the university and to obtain information about sexual violence 

and/or support, visit: https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services and 

https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/sexual-violence-prevention-survivor-support/.     

 

In ALL cases, it is important to negotiate special arrangements well in advance  

of test or assignment deadlines. 

 

Visit the Department of Equity and Inclusive Communities website to view the policies and to 

obtain more detailed information on academic accommodation at 

http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation. 

https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
https://carleton.ca/pmc/students-registered-with-pmc/important-dates-and-deadlines/
https://carleton.ca/pmc/students-registered-with-pmc/important-dates-and-deadlines/
https://carleton.ca/equity/sexual-assault-support-services
https://carleton.ca/equity/focus/sexual-violence-prevention-survivor-support/
http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation

