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GEOG1023A – Cities and Urbanization 
 

 
 
Instructor: Chloé Poitevin-DesRivières  
Email: chloe.poitevin@carleton.ca 
Teaching Assistants: TBD 
Virtual Office Hours: Fridays, 8:35am-10:25am (during official lecture times) 
Lectures: Available on CuLearn on Thursdays, 24hrs before office hours. 

 
Course description 
 
This course introduces students to urban geographies, focusing on the ways in which people interact 
with and assign meaning to urban spaces. Students will learn about key geographical concepts 
relating to cities, including mobility, food security, settler colonialism, diversity and environmental 
justice. While the course looks at global issues, the majority of content is centered on urban contexts 
in North America. Lectures and required readings pull from the fields of cultural, social, economic 
and critical feminist geographies.  
 
The virtual nature of this course means that learning will take place at the student’s own pace, with 
materials being made available 24 hours before the official meeting time. Lectures will consist of 
pre-recorded videos from the instructor, quizzes, supplemental media such as news articles, podcasts 
and short documentary videos.  
 
Students are expected to participate in discussions of lecture material and readings during their 
assigned tutorial times or on their assigned forum on CuLearn.  
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Course aims 
 

o Familiarise students with core human geography concepts, including place, place-making, 
identity, sustainability and intersectionality.  

o Help students develop their ability to express their own ideas and link them with broader 
concepts and theories in a critical manner.  

o Provide students with opportunities to relate their everyday experiences with complex 
geographic phenomena. 

 
Lecture Format 
Each lecture is available a week before the official meeting time to give students the opportunity to 
review material before the virtual office hours, and allow them to move through content at their 
own pace.  
 
The lectures are bundled on CuLearn by week, and students must complete the tasks outlined for 
the week in the order that they are listed in. For instance, students will watch a lecture video, then 
complete a quiz, read an article and then write a short essay.  
 
The format and activities included in each lecture bundle will vary each week, and the time to 
complete them will not exceed the lecture time of 2 hours (excluding assigned readings and reading 
reflections).  

 
 
Virtual Learning  
During these unprecedented times, both instructor and students will be faced with a steep learning 
curve in adapting to a virtual learning environment. I, for one, will miss the opportunity to interact 
face-to-face with my students, but am nevertheless available virtually to support your learning. 
During virtual office hours, I will be available to talk via video conferencing, and will be available to 
answer emails during weekdays until 5pm. I will aim to respond to emails within 24 hours, so if you 
do not hear back from me after that, please send a prompting email. 
 
I also understand that not all students have access to reliable internet, so please contact me if you 
have any technological barriers so that we may come to a mutually agreeable solution to support 
your learning. That being said You will require a relatively quiet and private space with a reliable 
internet connection to participate in Tutorials, as these are discussion based. If you have issues, I will 
accommodate you with alternate assignments in lieu of tutorials on an as needed basis.  
 
In light of the isolating nature of virtual course, some of the assignments are intended to get you out 
of your house and walking around your own city/neighbourhood. If you have issues with mobility 
or cannot complete the work as assigned, please advise me ASAP.  

 
 
Required Texts 
Available on CuLearn via PDF or URL link. See the weekly course page for your reading.  
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Course Schedule and Required Readings* 
 

Week  Title Theme 

Week 1 
September 11, 2020 

Introduction 
Defining the city 
 

Space and place, urban geography, cultural geography, 
city forms 

Reading: Urban Geography: Changing approaches - Hall and Barrett (2011) 
Tutorial: NONE 

Week 2 
September 18, 2020 

Settler cities 
Urbanization on unceded 
lands 
 

Histories of North American cities, Colonialism, 
indigenous issues, Canadian urban development 

Reading: Settler City Limits: Introduction - Tomiak et al., 2019 
Tutorial 1: September 21-22  

Week 3 
September 25, 2020 

Diversity 
Intersecting identities in 
cities 
 

Introduction to queer geographies, intersectionality, 
Gay villages,  
Chinatowns, defining ‘community’ 

Reading: Theorizing racialized spaces in Canadian cities - Teelucksingh, 2006 
Tutorial 2: September 28-29 

Week 4 
October 2, 2020 
 

Mobility 
Moving in a city 
 

Mobility, transportation, cycling infrastructure, 
accessibility, public transportation 

Reading: Towards Walkable Urban Neighbourhoods - Newman and Waldron, 2012 
Tutorial 3: October 5-6 

Week 5 
October 9, 2020 

Food 
Feeding urban populations 

Food security, urban agriculture, rural/urban 
connections, the commons, white spaces 

Reading: The Politics of Urban Agriculture - McClintock et al., 2018 
Tutorial 4: NONE (Thanksgiving) 

Assignment 1 - due October 12, 2020 

Week 6 
October 16, 2020 
 

Shelter 
Housing urban 
populations 
 

Homelessness, equity, public housing and 
programming, housing affordability, segregation and 
neighbourhoods, gentrification 

Reading: Houselessness - Jobe, 2019 
Tutorial 5: October 19-20 

Week 7 
October 22, 2020 

Nature  
Urban spaces as part of 
‘nature’ 
 

Nature, human and non-human relations, sustainability 

Reading: Urban ecology: Definitions and goals – McIntyre, 2011 
Tutorial : NONE (Reading week) 

Reading Week: October 26-30 

Week 8 
November 6, 2020 

Parks and Rec 
Urban recreation and 
heritage 

Recreation, green spaces, public space, monuments 
and heritage conservation, healthy cities 

Reading: Waxing ledges: built environments, alternative sustainability, and the Chicago skateboarding scene - 
Vivoni, 2013 
Tutorial 6: November 9-10 (Topics for final assignment due to your TAs for approval) 
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Week 9 
November 13, 2020 

Suburbia 
Expanding and planning 
the city 
 

Urban planning, greenbelts, highways 

Reading: City Suburbs: Placing Suburbia in a Post-Suburban World - Mace, 2013 
Tutorial 7: November 16-17 

Assignment 2 – due November 16, 2020 

Week 10 
November 20, 2020 

Risk 
Human health and 
wellbeing in cities 

Health geography, natural disasters, climate change 
adaptation, disease 

Reading: Tracing the Roots of Urban Risk and Vulnerability - Pelling, 2003 
Tutorial 8: November 23-24 

Week 11 
November 27, 2020 

(In)Security 
Enforcement, security and 
surveillance in cities 
 

Securitization, surveillance, public and private spaces, 
defensive urbanism, street harassment  

Reading: Securing Public Space -Vale, 2005 
Tutorial 9: December 1-2 

Week 12 
December 4, 2020 

Protest 
Cities as political sites 

Spaces of dissent, political mobilization, the ‘right’ to 
the city, community 
 

Reading: Permitting Protest: Parsing the Fine Geography of Dissent in America - Mitchell and Staeheli, 2005 
Tutorial: NONE 

Final Assignment – due December 14, 2020 

*the order and content of lectures may be subject to change due to unforeseen circumstance.  

 
 
Tutorials 
Refer to the above course schedule for listing of tutorials meeting dates, as they do not take place 
every week. Tutorials will cover the content and readings of the previous week’s lecture. 
 

Tutorial Section Meeting Time 

A1 Tuesdays, 14:35-15:25 

A2 Mondays, 18:05-18:55 

A3 Tuesdays, 13:35-14:25 

A4 Tuesdays, 12:35-13:25 

A5 Mondays, 11:35-12:25 

 
 
Assignments  
 
Late assignments will be subject to a deduction of 3% per day, unless student make arrangements in advance of 
the due date with their TA or the instructor. 
 

Assignment Description Weight 

Weekly Quiz  In-class quizzes, one per class (12 
total, 10 count) 

10% 
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Musings  In-class short essays, one per class 
(12 total, 10 count) 

10% 

Reading reflections  Written reflection on assigned 
readings (10 reading reflections 
total, 6 count) 

15% 

Tutorial/Forum Participation Attendance and active tutorial 
participation during online 
meetings or on the forum (10 
tutorials/forum discussions, 9 
count) 

10% 

Assignment 1  
(due October 12, 2020) 

Mobility map of your 
neighbourhood and reflection 
questions  

15% 

Assignment 2  
(due November 16, 2020) 

Copenhagen vs Montreal: 
Compare and contrast two cities 
featured in documentary films. 

15% 

Final Assignment  
Topic proposal (not graded) due 
November 9-10 
(due December 11, 2020) 

Photo Essay on local urban issue 25% 

Total 100% 

For detailed descriptions and instructions of each assignment, see document titled ‘Assignments and evaluations’ on 
CuLearn 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
 
Carleton University demands academic integrity from all its members. The Academic Integrity 
Policy (available at https://carelton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity )governs the academic behaviour 
of students. Academic Integrity is defined as:  
 
“A commitment even in the face of adversity to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, and responsibility.” – Centre for Academic Integrity (1999)  
 
Academic dishonesty, in whatever form, is destructive to the values of the university, and risks 
harming the university’s reputation as place of learning and innovation. Furthermore, it is unfair and 
discouraging to those students who pursue their studies honestly.  
 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source;  
• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else;  
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  
• using another’s data or research findings;  
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• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 
works and/or failing to use quotation marks;  
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs."  

 
Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor. The 
Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. 
They can include a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 

 

Requests for Academic Accommodations 

Carleton provides academic accommodation to students for reasons of disability, religious 
observance, pregnancy and/or parental leave, sexual violence, and student activities. 
 
Providing accommodations simply means providing alternatives to students who cannot perform 
the essential requirements of their academic programs due to the reasons mentioned above. At no 
time does academic accommodation undermine or compromise the learning objectives that are 
established by the academic authorities of the university. 
 
This section provides only a brief overview of the accommodations policy and process. Please 
contact Equity and Inclusive Communities for a full explanation. 
 
Religious Observation 
A request should be made in the first two weeks of the academic term, or as soon as possible where 
the scheduling of an event or activity conflicting with a religious obligation does not appear in the 
course outline or calendar. A list of multi-faith holy days is accessible through the Equity Services 
website. Instructors can also contact Equity Services to confirm the eligibility of a religious event or 
practice. 
 
Pregnancy and/or Parental Leave 
Requests for parental leave must be made in writing to the Registrar’s Office, or in the case of 
graduate students, to the Office of the Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs. 

A student who is pregnant may request a temporary modification to her program (e.g., laboratory or 
field work). The student should meet with the instructor(s). The department chair/director and the 
faculty dean can assist in the discussion. An Equity Services advisor can also be consulted if a 
student has questions about pregnancy and/or parental leave. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Carleton is strongly committed to providing access and accommodation for all individuals with 
identified and duly assessed disabilities. The university has a Senate-approved policy on academic 
accommodation that forms part of its human rights policy. The policy promotes efforts to 
accommodate students with disabilities so that they will have the opportunity to meet learning 
outcomes and be fairly evaluated in their performance. In no case, however, does academic 
accommodation negotiate away, lower, or remove the academic standards and learning outcomes of 

https://students.carleton.ca/course-outline/#survivors-of-sexual-violence
http://carleton.ca/equity
https://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/religious-observances/
https://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/religious-observances/
http://www.carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/academic
http://www.carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/academic
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any course or program, rule, regulation, or policy at the university. 

Some students with disabilities may require special accommodations for tests and exams. In these 
cases, students must present you with a signed accommodation form from the Paul Menton Centre 
detailing their accommodation needs well in advance of the date of an exam. A copy of the Paul 
Menton Centre accommodations policy can be found here.  
 
Survivors of Sexual Violence 
As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and 
living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and where survivors are supported 
through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence Policy. For more information 
about the services available at the university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or 
support, visit carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support. 
 

Accommodation for Student Activities 
Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the 
university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. 
Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national 
or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist. For more details, see the policy. 
 

Contacts 
Equity Services 
503 Robertson Hall 
613-520-5622 
equity@carleton.ca 
carleton.ca/equity 
 

Paul Menton Centre 
501 University Centre 
613-520-6608 
pmc@carleton.ca 
carleton.ca/pmc 
 

 

 
 

http://www.carleton.ca/pmc/policies-and-regulations/policy
http://www.carleton.ca/pmc/policies-and-regulations/policy
http://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
mailto:equity@carleton.ca
http://www.carleton.ca/equity
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
http://www.carleton.ca/pmc
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