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Catherine Bachand first joined ONE DROPTM in 2011 as Director of Corporate Partnerships and was appointed to the position of Chief Executive Officer in 2012, with the aim of turning One Drop into one of the sector’s most creative, entrepreneurial and game-changing organizations. Such an extraordinary goal calls for exceptional measures delivered by exceptional people and so today Catherine leads a team of  inspired individuals who believe that through hard work, creativity and sound expertise, we can—and must—end the global water crisis. 

Under Catherine’s leadership, One Drop has focused its second generation of programs on three continents—Latin America, Africa and India and struck several key international partnerships and alliances. For its ground-breaking work, One Drop was awarded both the International Water Association Award for Innovation and the United Nations Award for Best Practices in the sector. By the end of 2015, One Drop will have delivered water access projects in nine countries, forever transforming the lives of more than one million people.

Catherine began her career in Canadian federal politics in 1998, and was promoted to the Prime Minister’s Office of Canada in 2000. As a senior aide to the Prime Minister’s Chief of Staff on a number of sensitive files and multi-stakeholder initiatives, Catherine also worked on planning major international events, such as the Summit of the Americas. In the lead-up to the 2002 G8 Summit, Catherine was assigned to the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, where her duties as Senior Policy Advisor and Legislative Assistant involved assessing and defining Canada’s participation in development projects, notably in Francophone Africa. 

In 2004, Catherine became a strategic appointee of the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. As Chief of Staff, she oversaw the transition between the bidding phase and the creation of a permanent organizational structure responsible for delivering the Olympic and Paralympic Games. She was actively involved in multi-million-dollar Olympic sponsorships and contributed to the development and implementation of the strategic orientations of the Committee. 

In 2009, Catherine took the lead of the Canadian Olympic Committee’s Transition Team and was responsible for facilitating knowledge transfer and strategic assets, as well as negotiating several multilateral legacy agreements on behalf of the 2010 Olympic Games. 

Catherine earned a degree in Political Science from Laval University in addition to studying international development at the University of Ottawa and Simon Fraser University. She also holds an Advanced Study Certificate in Fine Arts from Emily Carr University of Art + Design. She is a member of the Young Presidents’ Organization (YPO), the International Women’s Forum (IWF) and sits on the Board of Directors of Moisson Mauricie / Centre-du-Québec, her hometown’s regional food bank. 
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