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Dr. Dev Nathan studied economics at the University of Bombay. He is a Professor at the 
Institute for Human Development, New Delhi, and also Visiting Research Fellow at Duke 
University, USA. Currently he is the Coordinator of the South Asia Research Network 
(SARNET) on Employment and Social Protection. His research interests include labour in 
global production, gender relations and development issues of indigenous peoples. Some 
of his recent co-authored and co-edited books are Markets and Indigenous Peoples in 
Asia (Oxford University Press, 2012) and Labour in Global Production Networks in India 
(Oxford University Press, 2010). 

The poor performance of Indian manufacturing is reflected in poor growth in the sector, and a growing 
trade deficit. At the same time there are also notable successes in high technology and high knowledge 
sectors, such as generic pharmaceuticals and IT services respectively. What do these successes tell us 
about the policies needed to build a future for Indian manufacturing? 

How can the Indian manufacturing deficit be addressed? 
Is it a matter of going back some form of industrial policy? Or is it a matter of promoting innovation? 

India has shown capacity to develop frugally-engineered products for her large population at very low 
prices.  Is this a form of innovation in which India has a comparative advantage to break into world 
markets for the poor? 

Dr. Nathan’s talk will address these issues, which are at the heart of the future of Indian manufacturing 
and of the Indian economy as a whole. 

Seating is limited. Please register at india@carleton.ca

Innovate or Perish:

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 


