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L 1. TRANSDISCIPLINARY: THINIGING WITHIN
CHILD RIGITS szsﬁli);v;J‘tcAmei‘sQ;tir

b L. Within the lnemtur& oCl,fu.sspcml and: tmdi(wml sciendes there are growing
. epistemological andfmethm]c»logml trends towards transdisciplinarity, Thischapter
b considers this evoliutioniinithe cantéxt oﬁhuxfmn fightseducationand stems from the
§ notion thot multi- and even interdisciplinary. méthods-are no longer atequate to
" conceptualise the proliferation otncwknowlcdgem thisfield. lts purpose s two-fold:
{ firstly, to build the case.for transdisciplinarythinking within the field of child and
L youth rights education, and secendly tooffer-one such heunstic model derived from

" a secondary analysis of the authof's dodtoral study of Canadian anil Scottish
& approaches: As philosophers DigyzRand GUATPARIsuggest, therhizome isa more
. appropridte metaphor to understand the iminense number of possible interconnec-
' tionsand assemblages making up temporal feality. In-principal, the rhizome is anti-

" hegemonic; is.more concerned witls space than of time, disables the formation of

* power centres and-thus, will be drawn upon to reframe child rights teaching and
b learning.

" Inspired by educators such ag:Brailian FREIRE, African-American women's scholar
- bellhooks, und US-titical theoristiGIROUx-thisduthor discusses transdisciplinarity
and human rights teaching as as ransformative pedagogy concerning the kinds of
knowledge which aré at-once betwien: lheldJscnphnes,facr'oss thé different disciplines

B RO MmO L Postmodem reflections un the UNCRC: Towards utilising Art. 42 asan international
compliam indicator’, 122005} 13 Batermspive] Journal of Chakdren s Righty, 315-331

G Deievzr and F.Guarian, A Theusand Plareass, (Minneapalis: University ol Minnesola Pross,
19871, abso R Lewr, “focorporcal Part [Tl Rhizonanc Ontologies', (2003) Retort Magazine, ISSN
1445 71l
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thisemergent dlscourse He\ohwerves.l hatnmultldhcxplmarv rcsearch conedinsa topic,
which may not be limited'by ane gisophmry*pempcctwe but whosegoal.nonetheless

e

mnains anchor;d wit&ih 6'ﬁ.édi'séiph agy: «ﬁ'amework “While still concermduvnth one

dlelPhn& to zmother. lts Lhree dehm ‘g‘dc ire re'concernu:l thh levcls oi applnca~
tion, epistemology or the.poteritial: tor,i,c.neraung .completely new.diseiplines such as
in the case of mathematical pl1y31cs~cr computer art. Transdisciplinary. rescarch
generally creates its owil, ériteria :md standmds bccause of its umquc, emergent

qualities.’

ﬁnuoluglam BiCkand %N.—\lm:' ha\'e dl'sQQthI’V(_d the; socnal sciencesbeingreshaped
by a “trans-disciplinary- cosmopchtamwi_if’ i nd a resultant movenient away from

“methodological natignalism”**n-tlie-same.journal TURNER, who: haspreviously
argued fora distinct theary:c t;hu;iiah 'nghtﬁ; kstranbd\scnpllnnrycmmopol1mn|Sm
with the theoretical tensmn':between‘locql and.global expressions of citiveriship. The
latter, he claims, simply: does notexists “szmsh;p «contrasts sharply with.hutman
rights”, TURNER argu(.s. duetodmplitit. obllgauom«bv.thé state upon “the individual
to carry out various civic duties such as- m:htarl,,senuce, or at the very-leasi, gainful
employment”. He conténdsith ,cm‘ gifipmationithit physically and mientidlly disabled
people share similar social andspolitical benefits:asother citizens createsa “lack of fit
herween duties and mgh.ts. Jfor example in,the casgz,af children’s rights.... This lnck of fit in
the case of disabled persons accounts far fhej‘brr-?hin"tlz‘e)r are discriminated against and
are so dften treated assecond-class: mnzcm :he; observcs. [tis apparent, however, that
such Enlightenment-era: CanthlVe notions:ofi active citizenship being premised
upon a dualism of “nights and, rg,;pqnmb,;,lngca- dre being challenged by the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Ghild:{orthe CRE).

While developmental psychologist [, Placktas wuddy eredited wath coining thederm in 1970, the

definition underpinming this chapter builds upon: B. NGO U's defimitipn found within the

international Center for Transdisciplinary Research and Studies in Paris, and his:Mupifesto of

Transdisciphintarity, { New York: SteUnive exsu) of Niew York Press, 2002},

' W, RUSsLLL ‘Forging dew pathst T mnsd:sc\plmam} ~in Universities', (2000) 53 Wisenet Janrnal -

Australia’s Women in brmwelm;mrv‘]\’mmr& AL httpud i www.wisenetaustralia.oegl >,

UL Bruk and N, Szvaiuek, ‘Unpacking cosmopulitanism for the socul seiences: a research agenda',
(2006) 57 The Brinsh Journal of Seciology, 1523

4. TuRNs. " Outine ol a theory of human rights’, 11993127 Seenlogy, 489-512.

B. TurNgg, ‘Classical sociology and cosmopolitanism: 2 critical defence.of the soual’, (2006), (147)
57 The Brinsh Jonrnil of Socialogy 1331510
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Tuwazdsalls'mnﬂu-phmﬂ\iodd within Childand Youth Rights Education

¢ As TURNER suggests, ‘the: tdebate qver emcz‘“gmg cxprcssloua oflocal and: global
citizenship:is. frequanrly hcmgprumlssd upcm humamnghts,padagoglu,stemmmg from
ixc;cosmopollmn EXPression. oﬁchﬂdren 5 nghts‘ In a~‘51mﬂm- wvein; Matawian Jegil
holar, KAMCHED M A:iiilaing ﬂmtthgﬂﬁnm_thu:lgr oriheRighits of the:Child
_. wasnoian cxpressjjcimdfhnlmr_é!f;ﬂﬁﬁ\ii}g neither ’wnsiii?dﬁi@gd Lo infringe upon,
b theprinciple.of universility wfhiuman righits. I,nstzad.‘he:‘ug\i'ds, itrwas meant to-be
k - cemplimentary:tathe GRC, which. tssolelgasct of: “minimuwm-siandords” > However,
1 mmngnmearlyeoucerm formﬁmmhsmg"tmIdxen;v;thm Southem natnom‘through

53 w&empsychology Mlmﬁﬁistbanﬂ;chxld ngbts-:cuv:stsha\r- nghdypomtcd
BURMAN argues-it would\bc“;’g&‘n‘?c“‘to,dxspense wnh the-nofion of individual
pm:xsdy whcnrwomen .ud chﬂdrcn ~werel ingito;atquire hard-won

i pauon wand»'prmecuon.‘ .
13 upon.emergmg l’mms.of ]

xuls- bmlnupon»an explx it assumplion thataccuraieknowledgeof the:CRG is a
requisife:to exercising its righms,.uinderssinding violations. arid monitoring its
muxcames. Since thiese teris-have been:cominittédito by.192 nations® the chapteris
= _;byGRCAmthAq;ag‘gu:;bl)ﬁ}tsleastamb}gugus.tcxtf*'[_'.MCRL.smtesfm-A;uc.le

E.*l\;wt numu\, Thn. é:African Child Ghaiter; tinilly in‘force amidst: n.nlmnwd  Justification’, Tk
VERRELLIN (ed. ), l;'m’iamauduthWmn sR.xghu——Ccdlcmd}’npm presenied ntth§® Ihsernutionnl
luraduaplma:y Caisrse: M*Eﬁzlxhw‘ﬁighu. tBﬂgm’ﬁt.,Un’h‘amy PIGhent. 2008),362- 383,

See. E. BURMAN, 'Localgiobal as glisbalieed: € hdddevdupminwn& internatisnalichiild wrights
legmlansn. RAL kY .h:WamLanl U PRiAVAL, "Thic infantilicinen of e South and the
¥N Convention ogthe Kights of The Child?, 1199 in:H. | Steisge snd P, AsTER {auds,),
Intérnationat Hhnpiim Rights in Gttt — Law,. Rolitics. Yorl§; (New Y m-b(;ix!‘md University Pross..
2000), 517518, :

E:BURMAN. ‘Beyond the bibyundihe Mxhwrt‘t'r"l’mzdunlfsncdtvdnpmmml psychnlm,ms fordiverse
chitdhuods’, 2001 9 Eriroiean vl"m‘bf. t'.mldlmmf.'lfducarmn'Ro.uurrJ: finerril, §m3;

D:Srasiuils, “Theactive chxld diljzensizssons from, Gmnadmn po!‘r} andishie Lh:ldrcn’ smivemeny’,
13002, p. 532y &:Citizerighisp Studdics, 507,538
Offise OF The: High! (_unumss‘fgnerl‘*oruum»l!ghtu ‘Status nFRulHT;ann L, D006 renkieved 25
May 2888 from du}uthan@uMMzMxmmn htm.
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42 that, *StatesParties underiake o inake theé principles and previsions of the
Convention-widely kinown,, bymppmpmle andvaclwe means,.1o. udull,s, and children
dlike™.. : :

Theargument: t'nraduptmga wansdxs'.cxphnmynppmach,ml}nn clild:and youthy rights.
pedagogy. and fo mcoml’i‘lermg GR( A iing:framework;
are consldered ag,'lm i thefollowmgfdur sﬁcmma. The Iu‘sr bcgms w:thacomp.lranve

reseamhagcnd@throughnrbmomauc. uuus'thsmplumrxlens. becandly, wtheoreucnl
discussion. relocating;cliildren’s:rights-edlication. invthe larger discourse of hurhan
rights uccurs. T_hudlg:empmenhupprtas*oﬁ'ered'ﬁ-oma seletton:ofitexts.obtained
through secondary analysis:of existing:qualitative-datarfrom: the-author’s doctoral
study. Einally: a:key finding: from this:study suggesting thavthe CRC's drafters had
conceived of Article 4275 & complfinée indicator has shaped development of a
heuristicmodel*" réprmted hereusacontribution: towards transdisciplinaritywithin
humanights education:The:madel is pasited:ds: thc,typc O ‘tramsdiséplinaty tool”
andvnew “model 6T analyms”‘called for by,ed uéamrs GIROYX: andrSmu GIROUX 10
promote: activiseil uem.hnp»m'dcmocmumoaeu‘ .

2. COMPETING. AND C@J\rﬁPARING CANA%DLAN
CITTZENSHIP DISCOURSES

2. Ratherthanutilisingacon mplunl framéworK itom the:1948 Declaration efFluman
Rights as many haverdong,™ thisauthor vigwshiew opportinitics for human rights
education thruugh the transdisciplinary implementation ofthe CRC. As manyauthors
have noted, the CRC represéntsgthe most widespread:expression ofhuman rightsin
hlsmrysprmdmg-.nn‘thc:mp’id,%ﬁgp‘xi’:ﬁiqmBltzlh.ship.u:dﬁﬂicéth{Mllrural*rhizome. For
better and for woise the CRGmoved thraughourthe:wotld in-the 1990s similar to
the rhizome whigh-giowsataijusthelowthie silsurfaceand is distinguishable from
mare Cummoi wul@yﬂenm by lhqprcunc& ohnnumemble‘nodessugh asitliosevisible
in the bamboo,jfis,orspider-plants:

R MSTCHELY; supra Tnote 15,325

t L Genex und S Spanis GiRaUN, Takg Bick Higher Ediccatian — Rave, Youth amd fur Criges of
Dertiaemgy imthe Past-aMvil ReghisiEra, {ew York: Palgrave Mucmillan, 2004,.102).
See for examiplé G, LAHRENSCHET, Imerviatianal approaches indwmin rights education’, (2003)
a8 lareenarionalReviewanf Bduiapen. | l?i-lﬂﬁmnd 1A LINDERENALY S, " The Beclaraiion of humon
fights in pustimadeeniny, g.uom«z. Homiin Ri ﬂg&{m Quarterly, 47R-500,
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lcgal and Lducuuﬁnal’comex it he Juthor ub.scrvcs lh.xL atlons in; buth thc evdnpcd
(or minority) world nnd the: dcvclqpmg {or nworm',)‘world will encounter similar
concerns w han te'u.hmg Chlldl’Ln\S hum:m nghts. Bulldmg\nnﬁuvanetyof disciplinary
uf the growmg Cd mdl'm

this context 1t rsworth re'emphaSlsmg that“ma ny dozcns of n"txons Imw. sign ed and
ratified the CRC, ananoLwlthSImdmg the unprecedented culturdldiversity, because
of common texts many wdl encounter s[mllar challenges- wnthm their own legal,
- educational and polmml syslems‘, Nevertheléss, dueitoaiioveralkdearth-ofapplied
* .. research’in human rights education, mmnnderstandmgs,frequently previil. .md the
fullest significance of the civil rights of young peoplé is: istill. atal fragile phase.™

< 3 Up to.this historical juncture, Canadians have beensproudsofitheir international

o mpe .ty

\reputimgnfor human rights promotion at hoime and abrodd. ndeed, itTs partofthe
national:identity that former Prime Minister Brian Mumcn\w co-hosted:the 1990
UN-Wo#d Summit for Children, andsimilar tb dozens'ofldN=meimiber statesat that
time, ratified the CRC within the following year. Hmwever, aa the JUN Demde for
Human Rights Education ( 1995-2004) passed by, lrequent invitations. from UN
sources to: develbp and implement rights-based cu mculu were largelydgnoréd icross
thé:country. Asane Cg)nséiluenw, in 2004 the Canadian: enatebtandmgg(,ommltlcc
on Human Rights beégan'tos mvegtngﬂc the grawiniglack: bf‘clomesucmmplnnu. with

the treaty's core pnnmplts‘and prov‘lsmns.

Commuttee chmr%nator l{a\mellfA NURFYCH UK-abserves thatithe nngmal intent was
to examine how C,.mada Amlld,gnmxmmc the'xmpact and” apphc,anon of the- LRL

% G Duruge and FABUATTARL supro-tote 23.
i G VNG, 1950 -1 979, The. (,.nﬂeémd .Warl.squ’xG IU\L:— 20 Vols, Symbols a]' Transformation, Bollingen
u Series. X, | 1
e Mg e H‘nncctnn:‘f’nnc ssUniversity:Press; 19%)
”, (. Hoiptns. dad “D: Gagrar, | Rhuomam‘ lhoug,ht*m 'nmsmg:'nmnlwrnduw path fof 1he
development.of il ﬂ weipiling’, l‘ZO(M);': Nursmg th’rhop'w ‘.58;:267
& AL I’&N\&hn ' hdclrcn 5 nghtx,m sehpaliPower, assuublust.md agsembBlages’,.(2004)
\2:nsermationdl:linirnat bf Chililrer’s Rights, 423198
% piDavin {mplementingthe nyumfllmchllcl ixirensons whythg human. n;_.lnm( childrentemiin
i coistnrdlisllenge’, (2002) 48 hm‘rmmomul RiviewtofiE t(ummm, *9:263
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Fowards a Transchserplinary Mol vathim Child and Youth Righis Education

rights. The: Refo:‘m Pm'ty wentibmk to thiefr r:dmj_;“s dnd addressed all foeal Schoul Boards
that saud’ they wouldéhmre thc‘ elecnqn and"pu t\-pressum ot them. M:my didn’t because
of their maccum tw ctrgummrs.,
In sharprcontrast to (’_".amda once .Igain' E ese'lrcher and director for the non-
govemmcntaLorgamsatmn Savelie Ch .ldren in'Scotland discussed:fiow history and
culture have each i Ll]lEI‘M.CtE ‘in: Lhe ' ghtssdt.bafc* to impact new forms of citizenship
teaching:for. chlldrtn;andﬁytmngape ple. ” _hin}. it's a.culture that inhilits rights. .. We,
don’t reall)' have n&hfs. i ol }eally, nue. 1#5 a little bit puslyy, it's a litle bit
demanding..It's nghrsand rdcpon;:lnlmes:'ButAw}m: babies have responsibiilities? Tell me.
Dirty babiesshave the: samexrzghrsaas\dean :liabies!\Bad kids have the sume-rights as good
kids! If yourstart mnkmq’candmons and say'rhaayou only have rights if yariireqice kad. ..

i he 1\.1!' They may learn gbour then better
if you put them mm’a,conwxrﬂ{a{appreem:es:orhers rights. Like all-adilfs, flie realtty
is that you still haveiour rights-anyway?”

Qood exa m}ﬂea“bm on&thal«stands mu«:sdhosefearly llarm nq cmures:m Ihe nurth 0 j!ltul ly
[Reggios ,Emlhaj" 'Ehey;»h:mé»mnm ifiv 23 and vef)a!danmcmm styh.a oﬁfcmh ingzand of
simply being w:t,l- evenverpyonngleanners. .. partol !Insmem kiind-ofrights eulture dlso
has to do. wnh slmrmg powa‘r oF perlaaptslosmgfa certmm IPH’I ‘of: can rral atleast sonte:of
the contiolizyoi Weze,used rox Asi reaclwr e : :

Finally, during; pm.c. 'bs*émti&is atthe 200U N: Special:Sessionfor Children,
the authos mterwewed thwdmrecmr of | US: bnsed GO;:ind wkey participunt iinthe

€

£

3 Ad- HQcCraup'd nngithe _R(,,draftmg 'Ehisau homatwe keyintormant prnvldcd
2 archival; documentstha supﬂported’her:ecollecﬂons ofthe lengthynegstiations: leading
to the exact wmdmgfor-CRC Artigle

“It was 1987 atidsthe NCJ.,AduJ [ov(:roup suggastedawe hawe a proposal about
the implemeritatioy cf thiee: CRC.. AFicle 425did wiop have thigwaril appropr jate’ in
the First Reaﬁi_i;}ig;q;:_, 7 wn'd appuars,amrwthmg hkg}!S mnesm:ﬂu’rmemﬂon At

L Pigr (,.ulﬂ-’b, .md Ml.nolJRer Jurcspmdmw uflln. (Zmuuuum an e Rightsof the Ghild: &
tinde for Riséarchdnd “Afiilyi8 ,_CIQQ_‘U Y Mighigait lournal] safidpfermatioinl Law, 633728,
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,,,,,

seemed that waiild: bammarlmtawou cauld ihgusuieifpoun m"cre easurfiigthie cxtent 1o
wihich a countiy iverelingupoits; oliligativs: ... if yoware: anaking, the' ‘principlesiand’.
provisions” known. me—apjmsue Tto-theteis,A¢ticle: 4 and making.the reports ‘wdc{y
availabie to the public;.. Betweon the:tvo if's like d:sec-saw.™™

These observationg frori - participantdufing theitreaty/s drafting g iri New Yorkwere
deemed authoritayiveduitihieriole duringa: tenzyearprocess ol‘ ncgon.xtnon leading
toadoption of the CRE: amhe VN inil989. Her: recollecﬂonpand supporting urchival
materials becafive &gmficant il ndmg,s-‘from ‘the study Recallmg the relauonshlp
between basic hiuman; nghtsreduuuonnl*knowlcdgc obhged within: Atticle 42, and

the periodic damesut repbTigrEquired unaer.Amcle% such ¥ “ninimilapproach”
to complinnee to the treaty was deemed by CRG drafters iobe capibleofimeasurement
hyindividuals, organisationsand StatesParticsalike. Herdrgument thatthisappreach
to treaty compliance —simply lctungcdui:amrs,aduhsrand youngipeople-have basic
knowledge of the treaty’s existence— wisieniisioned.as; thistaiting point necessary

for “adults und ¢hildren-alike™ to dndinstand:the- G.R(,Ls core prmcnples

11, Afterangorousdding of S0 imcr;view;tjtqhséﬁgts;«jpmin'edduﬁngiihe studyand
a thorough analysis of research themesthiteach:pointed.iowardsinstitutional power
relations, the followings theoreticil imodel was. developéd taking into.actount the
monitoring and reperting “balance” desGribed:by Price GoHEN. ™

Figure 1. Transdisciplinary GRC Model

For further analysis see; RO MITCHELL supra {note ), 324:325.
U his irmmsdiscaplingery child rights implamentation model is herewith represented for wider applicatiom
with permilssion of the publishers
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Fowards a Transdiseiplinary Mode!l witlun Child and Youth Rights Education

Baad upon :m»addmonal thennt‘lc analysxs,ofﬁeldworknnd daw (th(I‘«.\llbdlSClpllndPl-

illustrated in th_g .m_ogjd:al_w‘ pv 1€ mtype of rhlzomanc balancetfor ‘Khuman nghts
edumtoréaccoﬁ“ntih'g’fdr‘z\ Hicle 42'score prmcnplesnnd provisions’—anethatallows
for both non:linearity and’ localkcontmgmcy; In: addmon, reconuriendations.contained
within domestiéctiild nghtb' epPOrtsiL underrArUcle 43-aré lighlighted. These-dystemic
events may he rtprucntedﬁthhm ocil:edicativiglicontexts asnlluslr.md by-resting

upon the fulcrum.of uuerper%ondlf inal and intermatignal: powcrﬁrehuom $uch
an approach to: thc;mauomnd /micro-systérnic featiirés emibedded within:the. CRC
also takes into account the, mherent dgencv.ol’young people-within such.exchanges

of power.

TE

e o oy
T

5. CONCLUSION

12. Inadequate Canadian efforts to educatechildren, youngipeopleandadulisabout
the CRC are currently beingreviewed by the Canadian Sefiate;Standing.Committee
on Human Rights, and offer a critical context for this-distussion:'While numerqus
UK and Europeannationsare considering the GRCwithin the’ ‘pedagogy.ofcitizedship,
in Canada, the debate has stagnated and:consequently-few- s.hl]dren or-adults are
receiving any basit Ldllcdtl()l) cgncu.mmg‘thn tre.ny

13. The author has: éélﬁiéd' 'b'oiﬁ .“d’\ebreﬁcal" a'nd enipix"i"cal ':irgu'mencs ‘th'lt

polmcal and socmlqg:ml dn,bates;abuut th&nature»oflynung peoples hunmn rlghts.
c .sal.lentllueratu reand seléctedﬁndmgs Frum EL c_ondary analysna

and Scotland were presemed ' "Nu.g)uscu suggest.s “I'Dr the moment, rhe rerm
transdisciphnirify retiifs. ascertani p_r__g;{._nzg charm;.imaestly becauge it.liasinot yet been
carrapted by time. It has begun sgre@d?r{g d_r-'_)quridf'tiie;giabe, pupping up in unexpected
places, giving voice 1o a lively nm«;@ﬁ@éﬁt‘:rkz;rﬂis:fz,i)_r;yet widely understood... I1 was
comned to grve expression to a need x*h?lrwa)sperrgwe =especially in the area of education
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—to celebraie-thetrifisgression of i dnﬁnplmarga,boundams, et theitfar surpassed the
multidisciplinary.giditlie mirerdisciplinasy: dpproaclies™®

This isaremarkably, .snmﬂar_desc;ngtmg of’hm\f"the UN-Convention on the Rights of
the Ghild continugsiio move thmu out*me increasingly globalised community of
nation states.

B NECGOLEEL supes (note 35, T,
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