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Carleton University Department of Law and Legal Studies 

 Course Outline 
                                                                                                                                                                                

 

COURSE: 

  

LAWS 4303 F –  Drugs, The User and The State 

   

TERM:  Winter 2017 

   

PREREQUISITES: 

 

 Fourth-year Honours standing and one of LAWS 2301, LAWS 2302  

CLASS: Day & Time: Mondays, 8:35 am-11:25 am 

 Room: Please check with Carleton Central for current room location 

   

INSTRUCTOR: 

(CONTRACT) 

 Nick E. Milanovic 

   

CONTACT: Office: B442 Loeb Bldg. 

 Office Hrs: By appointment only 

   

 Email: cuLearn only 

   

 

Academic Accommodations: 
 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an accommodation 
request the processes are as follows: 
 

Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of 
class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity 
Services website: http://carleton.ca/equity/   
 

Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of 
class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity 
Services website: http://carleton.ca/equity/   
 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with 
Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health 
disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical 
conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. 
If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test 
or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to 
ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable) at http://carleton.ca/pmc/students/dates-and-
deadlines/   
 
You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed information on academic 
accommodation at http://carleton.ca/equity/   

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one's own. 
Plagiarism includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else's published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one's own without proper citation or reference to the original 
source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas or works of others may be drawn 

http://carleton.ca/equity/
http://carleton.ca/equity/
http://carleton.ca/pmc/students/dates-and-deadlines/
http://carleton.ca/pmc/students/dates-and-deadlines/
http://carleton.ca/equity/
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from include but are not limited to: books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance 
compositions, chemical compounds, art works, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of 
calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, and material on the Internet. 
Plagiarism is a serious offence. 

More information on the University’s Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: 
http://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity/  

 

Department Policy 

The Department of Law and Legal Studies operates in association with certain policies and procedures. 
Please review these documents to ensure that your practices meet our Department’s expectations.  

http://carleton.ca/law/current-students/ 

 
 

 

    

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
In this course, we attempt to make sense of the state’s historical and contemporary efforts to 
control drugs and drug users by exploring different aspects of drug control through the 
ideological and institutional apparatuses of the state.  The purpose of this course is to 
encourage students to think critically about domestic and international experiences in drug 
control.  We explore different forms of drug control, looking at the role of both criminal and 
administrative law in attempts to regulate substances.  Students will be encouraged to closely 
scrutinize common ideas surrounding drugs by considering drug control from social, cultural, 
legal, political, economic and international perspectives. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 
A coursepack will be made available through Octopus Books, 118 Third Avenue, Ottawa – 
www.octopusbooks.ca  * Additional readings may be posted on our course website.    

 

EVALUATION 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Department and of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may 
be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Department 
and the Dean. 

1. Essay (due electronically on or before midnight April 3, 2017, further information 
available in class.) 50 percent 
 

2. Classroom Presentation/Outline (based on essay up to 30 minutes in length) 20 percent 
 

3. Classroom Facilitation (dates to be assigned in class) 10 percent  
 

4. Class Participation  20 percent 

http://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity/
http://carleton.ca/law/current-students/
http://www.octopusbooks.ca/


Outline – LAWS 4303 F  Winter - 2017 

 

3 
 

 

 

*All components must be completed to obtain a passing grade. 

 

SCHEDULE    

 

The topics covered correspond to the headings noted below and provide a departure point for 
each class. Readings will be assigned at the end of each class (and after class posted on 
cuLearn) and will normally consist of readings from the coursepack and/or additional assigned 
material. All material should be read before the next scheduled class so as to be prepared for 
classroom discussion. The date at the left side of the outline below indicate the Monday of 
each week of the course and the reading to be assigned (TBA) will corresponds to the topics 
listed below.   

 
1. January 09   Introduction     No Reading 

 
2. January 16   The War on Drugs    TBA 

 
3. January 23   Policing and Drugs    TBA 

 
4. January 30   Exclusion of “Difference”   TBA 
     Drugs and Race 
 
5. February 6   International Drug Control    TBA 

 
6. February 13   Regulation of Pharmaceuticals   TBA 

 

7. February 20   Winter Break, no class   No reading 
 

8. February 27   Drug Policy – Harm Reduction  TBA 
 

9. March 6   Drug Users     TBA 
 

10. March 13   Disability and Prescription Drugs  TBA 
 

11. March 20   Drugs and Crime    TBA 
 

12. March 27   Sentencing and Drug Treatment Courts TBA 
 

13. April 3    Decriminalization and Regulation   TBA 
of Marijuana 

**Essays are Due Today 

 


