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COURSE:  LAWS 4504A Aboriginal Criminal Justice 
   
TERM:  Summer 2013 
   
PREREQUISITES: 
 

 fourth-year Honours standing and LAWS 2301, LAWS 2302. 

CLASS: Day & Time: Mondays & Wednesdays, 11:35-14:25 
 Room: CB2400 
   
INSTRUCTOR: 
 

  Jane Dickson-Gilmore, PhD(Law) 

   
CONTACT: Office: D592 Loeb 
 Office Hrs: Mondays, 9:30-11:00 or by appointment only 
 Telephone: 613-520-2600, ex.3686 
 Email: jane.dicksongilmore@carleton.ca 
    
 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an accommodation 
request the processes are as follows: 
Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of 
class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity 
Services website: http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/ 
 
Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of 
class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity 
Services website: http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/ 
 
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with 
Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health 
disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical 
conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal 
evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test 
or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to 
ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable) at http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/new-and-current-
students/dates-and-deadlines/ 
 
You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed information on 
academic accommodation at http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/ 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The issues of high crime rates and over-representation of Aboriginal people at all levels of the criminal justice 
system has long attracted the attention of researchers, advocates, leftist politicians and the media. Despite the 
clear, evidenced-based arguments focusing on the absence of social justice in Aboriginal lives as directly 
impacting rates of crime, conflict and over-representation, the most consistent policy responses to the latter 
challenges have been system-focused, piecemeal and of limited positive impact. This course will explore the 
historical and social context informing Aboriginal offending and over-representation, and policy responses at the 
levels of policing, courts and corrections. Attention will be paid to the rise of restorative justice as a push-back on 
myopic system-based approaches, and on the potential for enhancing social justice through criminal law reform in 
Aboriginal contexts.  

http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/
http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/
http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/new-and-current-students/dates-and-deadlines/
http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/new-and-current-students/dates-and-deadlines/
http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/
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REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
The required reading for this course will be drawn from a range of sources, all of which are available online, 
through the scholars portal or similar services maintained by the Carleton Library. 
 
 
EVALUATION 
(All components must be completed in order to get a passing grade) 
 
Attendance and Participation: 25% 
 
It is expected that students will not only attend every class, but that they will actively engage class debates and 
discussions and do so in an informed and articulate manner. Please note that attendance will not constitute more 
than 10% of this portion of your final course grade, the balance of which will be determined by both quantity and 
quality of participation over the entire term.  
 
Scholarly Opinion Paper:  20% 
 
Students will be expected to produce a paper of approximately 15 pages (exclusive of references) dealing with a 
subject of interest to them which is drawn from the topics, readings or issues raised over the course of the term, 
or which can be clearly and coherently linked to the subject matter of the course. Topics should be narrow and 
papers carefully crafted to enable the author to offer a reasonably well-grounded and well-rounded discussion of 
the topic. Papers will be assessed for topicality, authority, elucidation of issues, discussion and analysis.  
 
Presentation of Scholarly Opinion Paper: 20% (Presentations will begin May 22) 
 
Students will be expected to present their paper in a seminar presentation of no less than 30 minutes The 
presentation should communicate the paper’s hypothesis or thesis statement clearly and ground this in the 
research generally and the course in particular; key issues in the subject area should be outlined and elucidated, 
and a position taken on those issues. Presentations will be assessed for their clarity, completeness and 
coherence, the degree of authority demonstrated by the presenter and her/his ability to inspire debate and 
respond to questioning. Feel free to be creative in your presentation – group work is acceptable if students share 
or perceive overlap in their topic or interest – just be sure to clear collaborations or more creative presentation 
formats with the professor. 
 
Final Course Assignment: 35% 
 
Students’ grasp of course materials and issues raised over the term will be assessed through the vehicle of a 
take-home examination consisting of a series of short essay questions. The examination will be distributed 
electronically on June 17 and must be submitted electronically to the course instructor via email, by 4:30 p.m. on 
June 28.  
 
SCHEDULE & READINGS:   
 
PLEASE NOTE: THE FIRST CLASS IN THIS COURSE WILL BE HELD MONDAY, MAY 13, 2013 
 
MAY 13:  COURSE INTRODUCTION:  UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXT OF ABORIGINAL OFFENDING 
 READINGS:   

1. La Prairie, C. "Aboriginal over-representation in the criminal justice system: A tale of nine 
cities." Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 44(2) (2002), pp.181-208. 

2. Jane Dickson-Gilmore & Carol LaPrairie, “Communities and Conflict: Offending Patterns and Over-
Representation”, in Jane Dickson-Gilmore & Carol LaPrairie, Will the Circle be Unbroken? Aboriginal 
Communities, Restorative Justice, and the Challenges of Conflict and Change (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2005), pp.27-56.  

http://sfx.scholarsportal.info/?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_ver=Z39.88-2004&ctx_enc=info%3Aofi%2Fenc%3AUTF-8&ctx_id=10_1&rft.auinit=C&rft.volume=44&rft.issn=1707-7753&rft.genre=article&rft.issue=2&rft.pages=181-181-208&rft.eissn=1911-0219&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fwww.exlibrisgroup.com%3Abx-menu&rft.stitle=CAN%20J%20CRIMINOL%20CRIM&rft.aufirst=Carol&rft_id=urn%3Abx%3A43128608&rft.atitle=Aboriginal%20over-representation%20in%20the%20criminal%20justice%20system%3A%20A%20tale%20of%20nine%20cities&rft.aulast=La%20Prairie&rft.jtitle=Canadian%20Journal%20of%20Criminology%20and%20Criminal%20Justice&rft.date=2002&rft.au=La%20Prairie%2C%20Carol&rft.epage=208&rft.spage=181&rft.auinit1=C&rft.object_id=111074810460002&rft_dat=urn%3Abx%3A43128608&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:journal&sfx.previous_request_id=2237604&svc.fulltext=yes&svc_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:sch_svc
http://sfx.scholarsportal.info/?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_ver=Z39.88-2004&ctx_enc=info%3Aofi%2Fenc%3AUTF-8&ctx_id=10_1&rft.auinit=C&rft.volume=44&rft.issn=1707-7753&rft.genre=article&rft.issue=2&rft.pages=181-181-208&rft.eissn=1911-0219&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fwww.exlibrisgroup.com%3Abx-menu&rft.stitle=CAN%20J%20CRIMINOL%20CRIM&rft.aufirst=Carol&rft_id=urn%3Abx%3A43128608&rft.atitle=Aboriginal%20over-representation%20in%20the%20criminal%20justice%20system%3A%20A%20tale%20of%20nine%20cities&rft.aulast=La%20Prairie&rft.jtitle=Canadian%20Journal%20of%20Criminology%20and%20Criminal%20Justice&rft.date=2002&rft.au=La%20Prairie%2C%20Carol&rft.epage=208&rft.spage=181&rft.auinit1=C&rft.object_id=111074810460002&rft_dat=urn%3Abx%3A43128608&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:journal&sfx.previous_request_id=2237604&svc.fulltext=yes&svc_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:sch_svc
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3. Chris Anderson, ”Governing Aboriginal Justice in Canada: Constructing Responsible Individuals and 

Communities through ‘Tradition’”, Crime, Law and Social Change 31(4) (1999), pp.303-326. 
 
 
MAY 15: ABORIGINAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM: FROM INDIGENIZATION TO RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
 READINGS: 

1. Jane Dickson-Gilmore & Carol LaPrairie, “Severing the Gordian Knot: Efforts at Institutional Reform 
and the Rise of Restorative Approaches” in Jane Dickson-Gilmore & Carol LaPrairie, Will the Circle 
be Unbroken? Aboriginal Communities, Restorative Justice, and the Challenges of Conflict and 
Change (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2005), pp.57-85. 

2. John Braithwaite. “Restorative Justice: Assessing Optimistic and Pessimistic Accounts”. Crime and 
Justice, vol. 25 (1999), pp.1-127.  

 
 
MAY 22: POLICING ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 
 READINGS: 

1.  Amanda Nettelbeck and Russell Smandych, “Policing Indigenous Peoples on Two Colonial Frontiers: 
Australia's Mounted Police and Canada's North-West Mounted Police”. Australian & New Zealand 
Journal of Criminology, vol. 43 (August 2010), pp.356-375. 

2. Savva Lithopoulos & Rick Ruddell, “Policing isolated Aboriginal communities: perspectives of 
Canadian officers”. Policing: An International Journal of Police Strategies & Management, vol.34 (3) 
(January 2011), pg. 434-453. 
 

 
MAY 27: POLICE-BASED EFFORTS AT REFORM:  CONFERENCING, FORUMS & NIGHT PATROLS 
 READINGS:  

1. John Edward Deukmedjian,” The Rise and Fall of RCMP Community Justice Forums: Restorative 
Justice and Public Safety Interoperability in Canada”. Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal 
Justice, vol. 50(2) (2008), pp. 117-151.  

2. James Blandford; Rick Sarre. “Policing in South Australia’s remote and rural communities: preliminary 
observations from a novel police diversionary strategy for young Indigenous offenders”. Police 
Practice and Research: An International Journal, vol.10(3) (June 2009), pg. 187-197. 

3. Harry Blagg & Giulietta Valuri, “Aboriginal community patrols in Australia: Self-policing, self-
determination and security”. Policing and Society, vol.14 (4) (December 2004), pg. 313-328.   

 
  
MAY 29: COURT REFORM: RESTORATIVE APPROACHES IN A RETRIBUTIVE CONTEXT?  
 READINGS: 

1. Philip Stenning & Julian V. Roberts, “Empty Promises: Parliament, the Supreme Court, and the 
Sentencing of Aboriginal Offenders”.  (2001), 64 Saskatchewan Law Review 137-168. 

2. Andrew Welsh & James R.P. Ogloff. “Progressive Reforms or Maintaining the Status Quo? An 
Empirical Evaluation of the Judicial Consideration of Aboriginal Status in Sentencing Decisions”. 
Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, vol. 50(4) (2008), pp.491-517. 

3. Heather Douglas & Jennifer Corrin. “A Tragedy of Monumental Proportions: Indigenous Australians 
and the Sentencing Process”. Social and Legal Studies, 19(2) (2010), pp.197-215. 

 
JUNE 3: COURT REFORM & RESTORATIVE JUSTICE: SENTENCING CIRCLES 
 READINGS: 

1. Mary Crnkovich, The role of the victim in the criminal justice system: Circle Sentencing in Inuit 
Communities. Paper prepared for the Canadian Institute for the Administration of Justice Conference, 
Banff, Alberta, November 1995. Online at: www.casac.ca/issues/mary_crnkovich.htm  

2. Angela Cameron, “Sentencing Circles and Intimate Violence: A Canadian Feminist Perspective”, 
Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, vol.18 (2) (2006), pp.479-512.  

3. Joanne Belknap & Courtney McDonald, “Judges’ Attitudes about and Experiences with Sentencing 
Circles in Intimate-Partner Abuse Cases”, Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 
vol.52 (4) (2010), pp.369-394. 
 

http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.library.carleton.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=James%20Blandford&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.library.carleton.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Rick%20Sarre&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.library.carleton.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Harry%20Blagg&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.library.carleton.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Giulietta%20Valuri&field=AU
http://www.casac.ca/issues/mary_crnkovich.htm
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 JUNE 5:  “RESTORATIVE CORRECTIONS”, HEALING PROGRAMS & COMMUNITY-BASED SENTENCES 
 READINGS: 

1. Joanne Martel, Renee Brassard & Mylene Jaccoud. “When Two Worlds Collide. Aboriginal Risk 
Management in Canadian Corrections”. British Journal of Criminology, vol.51 (2011), pp.235-255. 

2. Hennessey Hayes, “Assessing Reoffending in Restorative Justice Conferences”. Australian & New 
Zealand Journal of Criminology, April 2005; vol. 38(1): pp. 77-101. 

3. Gillian Balfour, “Falling Between the Cracks of Retributive and Restorative Justice: The Victimization 
and Punishment of Aboriginal Women”, Feminist Criminology, vol.3 (2) (2008), pp.101-120. 
 

   
JUNE 10: COMMUNITY-BASED REFORMS: COMMUNITY JUSTICE, CONFERENCES & CIRCLES 
 READINGS: 

1. Kathleen Daly, “Restorative Justice and Sexual Assault. An Archival Study of Court and Conference 
Cases”, British Journal of Criminology, vol.46 (2006), pp.334-356. 

2. Heather Nancarrow, “In search of justice for domestic and family violence. Indigenous and non-
indigenous Australian women’s perspectives”, Theoretical Criminology, vol.10 (1) (2006), pp.87-106.  

3. Carla Cesaroni, “Releasing Sex Offenders into the Community through “Circles of Support” – A 
Means of Reintegrating the Worst of the Worst”, Journal of Offender Rehabilitation, vol.34 (2) (2001), 
pp.85-98.  

 
 

JUNE 12: THE FUTURE OF ABORIGINAL JUSTICE: CAN COMMUNITY CARRY THE BALL? 
 READINGS: 

1. Rob White, “Communities, conferences and restorative social justice”, Criminal Justice, vol. 3(2) 
(2003), pp.139-160 

2. Jane Dickson-Gilmore & Carol LaPrairie, “Forward Thinking, Looking Back: Where do we go from 
here in community restorative justice?”, in Jane Dickson-Gilmore & Carol LaPrairie, Will the Circle be 
Unbroken? Aboriginal Communities, Restorative Justice, and the Challenges of Conflict and Change 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2005), pp.206-226. 

 
 
JUNE 17: COURSE CONCLUSION  & REVIEW 
 
  

 
 

 


