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Capitalism’s agenda is the endless pursuit of private accumulation of socially produced wealth. In 
our system, the corporation—created by law—is meant to hide this agenda, to distract us so that 
flesh and blood capitalists can do what they like. But when the workings of the corporation are ex-
amined, they reveal a betrayal of the very values and norms that, for their legitimacy’s sake, capital-
ists in our parts of the world purport to share. 

Harry Glasbeek highlights one of capitalism’s weak spots–the perverting economic, political, and 
ethical roles played by the prime instrument of private wealth accumulation: the legal corporation. 
Once the corporate mask is ripped off, those who hide behind it become visible. Stripped of their 
protective garb, the capitalist class will be just as naked as the rest of us are when we face their cor-
porations. 

Harry Glasbeek, B.A., LL.B. (Hons.) University of Melbourne, JD (Chicago), Professor Emeritus and 
Senior Scholar, Osgoode Hall Law School, York Univer-
sity, has taught at the universities of Melbourne and 
Monash in Australia, and the University of Western 
Ontario in Canada. From 1974 to 1996 he was a Pro-
fessor at Osgoode Hall Law School. After retirement, 
until 2013, he spent 6 months of the year as a visitor 
and Adjunct Professor at Victoria University. He has 
written books on Australian labour law and Australian 
evidence law, on Canadian labour law and Canadian 
evidence law, as well as more than 130 articles on tort 
law, labour law, Bills of Rights, legal education, corpo-
rate law, corporate criminality, corporate social re-
sponsibility and occupational health and safety. His 
last book, the eleventh, is Class Privilege: how law 
shelters shareholders and coddles capitalism, Toron-
to: Between the Lines, 2017. He is also the author of 
the widely cited book Wealth by Stealth: Corporate 
Crime, Corporate Law, and the Perversion of Democ-
racy (Toronto: Between the Lines, 2002). His forth-
coming book is Capitalism: A Crime Story (2018, Be-
tween the Lines). 
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