PAGE  
	LAWS 4101A
	
	                                SUMMER- 2018

	 
	
	



	Carleton University
	Department of Law and Legal Studies



Course Outline

	Course:
	
	LAWS 4101A – CONTEMPORARY THEORIES OF JUSTICE

	
	
	

	Term:
	
	SUMMER - 2018

	
	
	

	Prerequisites:

	
	fourth-year honours standing

	Class:
	Day & Time:
	Mondays and Wednesdays 11:35am-2:25pm       

	
	Room:
	Please check with Carleton Central for current room location

	
	
	

	Instructor:
(Contract) 
	
	Name PROFESSOR RUEBAN BALASUBRAMANIAM

	
	
	

	Contact:
	Office:
	LOEB D587

	
	Office Hrs:
	Mondays 3-4pm by appointment only

	
	Telephone:
	613-520-2600 x. 8809

	
	Email:
	Rueban_Balasubramaniam@carleton.ca

	
	
	

	Academic Accommodations:

	You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an accommodation request the processes are as follows:
Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website: http://carleton.ca/equity/  
Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website: http://carleton.ca/equity/  
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). Requests made within two weeks will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website (www.carleton.ca/pmc) for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  
You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed information on academic accommodation at http://carleton.ca/equity/  
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one's own. Plagiarism includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else's published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one's own without proper citation or reference to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to: books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions, chemical compounds, art works, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, and material on the Internet. Plagiarism is a serious offence.

More information on the University’s Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: http://carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity/ 
Student Services: The Centre for Student Academic Support (CSAS) is a centralized collection of learning support services designed to help students achieve their goals and improve their learning both inside and outside the classroom. CSAS offers academic assistance with course content, academic writing and skills development. Visit CSAS on the 4th floor of MacOdrum Library or online at carleton.ca/csas


Department Policy

The Department of Law and Legal Studies operates in association with certain policies and procedures.
Please review these documents to ensure that your practices meet our Department’s expectations. 

http://carleton.ca/law/current-students/



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this seminar, we will explore the core ideas to John Rawls’s theory of political liberalism – a way of grounding a commitment to a liberal-egalitarian political project in the face of deep disagreements within society about personal and political values. Rawls’s ideas are especially significant given the rise and rise of populist and sectarian politics around the world, which pose a threat to such a project. We shall begin with an introduction to Rawls’s key ideas. Then we will consider the role of law in enabling political liberalism before concluding with an examination of how far Rawls’s conception of political liberalism is attractive and viable within a multicultural society, like Canada.
REQUIRED TEXTS

All required course materials are available on CU Learn. 
EVALUATION

The evaluation comprises: 

20 marks for Participation – These marks depend on your attendance and meaningful participation in lectures, seminars, and other class activity. 
80 marks for Two Critical Response Papers – Each paper comprises a 1000 word academic essay that makes an argument about a specific academic article (4-5 double spaced pages at a 12 point font). The point of the Response Paper is to test the student’s ability to closely read and analyze text. Each paper will be marked out of 40.
The final grade is calculated as a combination of your participation mark and the total marks attained for both Response Papers.
Response Paper 1  -- Due on May 23. 

You may write about any article mentioned in the outline until and including the articles related to the class on May 23.
Response Paper 2  - Due on June 13.
You may write about any article mentioned in the outline until and including the articles related to the class on June 11.

PAPER SUBMISSION AND LATE POLICY – ALL PAPERS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED TO ME IN CLASS AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS. 

IF YOU DO NOT SUBMIT THE PAPER TO ME IN CLASS, YOU HAVE A 24 HOUR NO QUESTIONS ASKED GRACE PERIOD WITHIN WHICH TO SUBMIT YOUR PAPERS TO THE DROP BOX IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND LEGAL STUDIES (4TH FLOOR LOEB BUILDING). 

THE RELEVANT DATE AND TIME OF SUBMISSION AS STAMPED ON THE PAPER WILL BE TAKEN AS CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE THAT YOU HAVE SUBMITTED YOUR PAPER WITHIN THIS GRACE PERIOD. 

THERE WILL BE NO FURTHER EXTENSIONS GRANTED. ANY PAPERS THAT ARE SUBMITTED AFTER THE GRACE PERIOD WILL NOT BE MARKED. 
SCHEDULE   
1. May 7 – An overview of Rawls’s Project 

Required reading: Samuel Freeman, ‘Introduction: John Rawls – An Overview’ in The Cambridge Companion to Rawls (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 1-52.

2. May 9 – Political Liberalism and Public Reason/Justification*

Required reading: John Rawls, ‘The Idea of Public Reason Revisited’, in Samuel Freeman ed., John Rawls: Collected Papers (Cambridge, M. A.: Harvard University Press, 1999), 573-615.

3. May 14 – The Idea of Public Justification Continued 
Required reading: Thomas Scanlon, ‘Rawls on Justification,’ Chapter Three in The Cambridge Companion to Rawls (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 139-166

4. May 16 - Democratic Equality, the Basic Liberties and their Priority 

Required reading: H. L. A. Hart, ‘Rawls on Liberty and Its Priority’ (1973) 40:3 University of Chicago Law Review 534- 555.

Supplementary reading: Thomas Pogge, ‘Equal Liberty for All?’ (2004) 28 Midwest Studies in Philosophy 266-281.
5. May 21 – No Class due to Victoria Day 

6. May 23 - Democratic Equality, the Difference Principle and Egalitarianism [RESPONSE PAPER 1 IS DUE IN CLASS]
Required reading: Norman Daniels, ‘Democratic Equality: Rawls’s Complex Egalitarianism,’ Chapter Six in The Cambridge Companion to Rawls (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 241-271.

Supplementary reading: David Estlund, ‘The Survival of Egalitarian Justice in John Rawls’s Political Liberalism’ (1996) 4: 1 Journal of Political Philosophy 68- 78.

7. May 28 - Rawls and the Rule of Law 
Required reading: Ronald Dworkin, ‘Rawls and the Law’ (2004) LXXII: 5 Fordham Law Review 1387-1405.

Supplementary reading: Frank Michelman, ‘Rawls on Constitutionalism and Constitutional Law,’ Chapter Eleven in The Cambridge Companion to Rawls (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 394 -420.

8. May 30 - Rawls and Race 
Required reading: Tommie Shelby, ‘Justice, Deviance, and the Dark Ghetto’ (2007) 35:2 Philosophy and Public Affairs 126 – 160.

Supplementary reading: Tommie Shelby, ‘Race and Social Justice: Rawlsian Considerations’ (2004) LXXII: Fordham Law Review 1697-1714.

9. June 4 - Rawls and Multiculturalism 

Required reading: Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Citizenship (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), Chapter 5-6, 75 -130.
Required reading: Chandran Kukathas, ‘Multiculturalism as Fairness: Will Kymlicka’s Multicultural Citizenship’ (1997) 5: 4 Journal of Political Philosophy 406 – 427.

10. June 6 – Rawls and Religion in the Public Sphere

Required reading: Jurgen Habermas “Religion in the Public Sphere” (2006) 14(1) European Journal of Philosophy 1-25

11. June 11 – Rawls and Schmitt’s Critique of Liberalism

Required reading: David Dyzenhaus, Liberalism After the Fall, Schmitt, Rawls, and the Problem of Justification (1996) 22:6 Philosophy and Social Criticism 9-37.

12. June 13 – RESPONSE PAPER 2 IS DUE IN CLASS.
13. June 18 – Class cancelled. 
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