INFO SHEET - Russian

Why you should study Russian

Every January 19th, people all over Russia cut holes in frozen rivers and
lakes and take a quick cleansing plunge. Then they have tea, honey, and
cake on the riverbank or relax in a “banya” (Russian sauna). Okay so our
classes are not exactly like that, but studying Russian can definitely be a
stimulating experience.

Russian courses at Carleton are challenging and rewarding. In addition to
emphasizing language structures, vocabulary acquisition, and
pronunciation, classes may include cultural activities, singing,
communicative group work, and writing practice with Cyrillic characters.

Having the ability to speak Russian can open doors to many cultural and
occupational opportunities in the fields of international affairs, arts and
culture, engineering, and global business.
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Also, Russia has undergone (and continues to undergo) dramatic changes
in the years since the fall of the Berlin Wall. Liberalization of the economy,
the 2014 Sochi Olympics, trade sanctions, the fluctuation of gas and oil
prices, and ongoing conflict in Ukraine are all shaping and reshaping the
face of an evolving Russia and its role in world affairs.

The issues at play are complex and addressing them today (and in the
future) will require qualified specialists with an understanding not only of
these issues but also of the differing viewpoints that each stakeholder
group brings to the table. Having the ability to speak and listen in Russian
will be a definite asset to those who are looking for a seat at this table.

About the Language

Russian is a member of the Indo-European language family and is written
using the Cyrillic characters. The Cyrillic alphabet has 33 characters
including 21 consonants, 10 vowels, and 2 sign characters that do not have
sounds of their own. It looks like this:

Aa/B6/Be/I'r/An/Ee/Eé/Kux/33/Un/MAii/Kk/JdAxa/

MmM/Hu/Oo/On/Pp/Cc/Tr/¥Yy/®d/Xx/Uu/Yu/l

wm/MMm/s/61/6/293/101w0/ 5

Russian is the most widely spoken Slavic language in Eurasia and has more
than 250 million speakers worldwide.'

It is the official language of Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, & Kyrgyzstan and
is widely spoken in more than ten countries of the former Soviet Union.

Also, Russian is:

e one of the six official languages of the United Nations

e the language of literary giants like Aleksandr Pushkin, Gogol, Leo
Tolstoy, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, and Anton Chekhov

e mother tongue of composers Tchaikovsky, Rahmaninov and
Stravinsky, and artists Repin, Aivazovskii and Chagal.
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