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Today, there are over 40 million internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) globally. Refugees, outside of their own state, receive 
protection through an international refugee regime such as the 
UNHCR. By contrast, IDPs, though displaced for similar reasons, 
do not have the same protections since they remain within their 
own state. 
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PROTECTING THE INTERNALLY DISPLACED: FROM RHETORIC TO REALITY

Drawing from his recent book, Protecting the Internally Displaced: 

From Rhetoric to Reality (Routledge, 2018). Orchard’s presentation 

will examine how the international response to the problem of IDP 

protection has changed over the past 20 years, and how legal 

protections have been introduced at the regional and domestic levels.


