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Discovering the Medieval 
and Early Modern Past 
Marc Saurette          marc.saurette@carleton.ca 
 613.520.2600, ext. 2831         447 Paterson Hall 

 
 

Office hours:                    Wednesdays, 12:30-2:30pm 
Class hours:                     Tues & Thurs, 10:30 -11:30pm 
Tutorials:   A1:                 Thursday, 12:30-1:30pm 
                    A2:                 Tuesday, 1230-130pm 
 

This course introduces students to the arcane world of the medieval studies. Our focus 
for this exploration is initially on modern pop culture representations of the medieval 
past, which reveal broad themes about the modern understanding of the Middle Ages. 
But our goal is to question these images of the Middle Ages, to excavate their intellectual 
origins and thereby to glimpse the rich tapestry of medieval culture being studied today. 
 
Textbooks  
 

Our textbook is available from the Carleton University bookstore: 
 

Marcus Bull, Thinking Medieval: An Introduction to the Study of the Middle Ages, 
Houndsmills & New York: Palgrave, 2005. ISBN: 9781403912954 
 

In addition to the textbook, students will also be expected each week to view various 
media, read articles, book chapters and primary sources on reserve in the library or 
online. A reading calendar will be distributed in class. 
 
Communication 
 

Communication in class and outside the classroom is actively encouraged. During class 
students should feel welcome to ask questions, request clarifications and express their 
thoughts. Discussion and an exchange of views are the keystones of learning.  
 
Please remember that personally meeting with the professor during office hours is often 
the best way to resolve your concerns, questions and queries. Please do not use e-mail to 
ask for information that is contained in the syllabus. Understand that I may not receive 
messages left late in the day or on the weekend, nor am I always free to respond 
immediately.  
 
In MEMS 2001, students will be asked to create a digital portfolio related to topics 
explored in the course. Using cuPortfolio (a digital platform that allows students to 
mount and exhibit their work), students will complete assignments as digital exhibits 
involving the analysis and interpretation of documents, images, or objects. Students will 
also be asked to share some of their work on cuPortfolio with other members of your 
tutorial and provide helpful comments on their peers assignments. 
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Instruction and on-going support in using cuPortfolio will be provided by Professor 
Saurette and Allie Davidson (Education and Development Centre). For more on 
cuPortfolio, see http://carleton.ca/cuportfoliosupport/  
 
Evaluation  
 

Participation:   25% 
 cuPortfolio Profile   5% 
 Critical Reflections (3x5%)  15% 
 Pop Culture Commentary (draft) 10% 

 

Peer Evaluation   5% 
Pop Culture Commentary (final)  5% 
Article Précis   15% 
Digital Exhibition   20% 

 
Deadlines 
 

The bulk of your assessed grade is based on the regular completion of smaller assignments. 
To succeed in this course it is crucial that you attend class regularly and complete the 
assignments on time. 
 

1. cuPortfolio Profile    September 20th, 430 pm.  
2. Critical Reflection no. 1    September 27th, 430 pm. 
3. Pop Culture Commentary (Draft)  October 11th, 430 pm. 
4. Peer Evaluation   October 18th, 430 pm. 
5. Pop Culture Commentary (Revision) November 1st, 430 pm. 
6. Critical Reflection no. 2   November 1st, 430 pm. 
7. Article Précis   November 15th, 430 pm. 
8. Digital Exhibit   December 2nd , 430 pm. 
9. Critical Reflection no. 3   December 8th, 430pm 

 
Assignments     
 

A more detailed step-by-step guide to the projects will be distributed later in term. All 
assignments will be completed on cuPortfolio. 
 

1. Participation (each class = 5 points for attendance + 5 points for participation). All 
students are expected to come to every class having read and processed the readings. 
Participation, however, will be primarily assessed from the tutorials – based on 
attendance and degree of involvement, the latter of which will be self-evaluated by the 
student. 
 

Bonus participation marks (+1% per event, max 10% of final grade) will be granted for 
involvement in extra-curricular activities, which may include: 

 

• visit to Notre Dame basilica 
• medieval-themed board game night (knight?) 
• attend MEMS-related lectures 
• organize a MEMS-related event yourself! 

 
2. Critical Reflections (3x 5%). At the beginning and the end of this class, students will be 

asked to consider and reconsider their attitudes to the Middle Ages Guiding questions 
will be given for the first and last reflection papers. In the middle of the term, students 
will be asked to discuss the experience of receiving and providing peer evaluation.  
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3. Pop Culture Commentary (1500 words). This assignment requires students to analyse a 
single medievalism of their choice (chosen in consultation with the professor, or from the 
list which will be provided). It can be a text, a comic, a film, an advertisement, a 
painting, a toy, a game, a building or another modern popular culture representation of 
the Middle Ages (“modern” is here defined as anything postdating the year 1750). You will 
be asked not just to describe the artifact in detail, but to argue analytically how it 
represents the Middle Ages in a specific fashion.  

 
As the first major written piece of the course, a draft of the pop culture commentary will 
be shared with (at least) some of your peers. Myself and your peer reviewers will read 
and give you feedback on it, and comments you receive should be the basis of your 
reworking it into a final version. The mark for the final version will be determined by 
your ability to incorporate feedback you received. 

 
4. Peer evaluation. Every student will be expected to read and make helpful comments on at 

least 4 fellow students’ pop culture commentaries (see no. 3). Comments can be detailed 
(pointing out grammatical or syntactical errors) or general (suggested alternate ways of 
interpreting the object, additional proof that could be incorporated).  
 

5. Article Précis. This assignment asks students to read and to summarize accurately and 
concisely the content of an academic article about some aspect of Medievalism or the 
Middle Ages. A list of 10 potential articles to choose from will be distributed in tutorials 
later in term. 

 
6. Digital Exhibit (2000 words). Once upon a time, only fine art paintings, statuary or 

manuscript illumination were seen as fit subjects for exhibitions about the Middle Ages. 
We, however, have a more inclusive conception of the Middle Ages. You may wish to 
continue your exploration of pop culture medievalisms, or perhaps you may wish to find 
five objects from the Middle Ages that you wish to discuss. Your goal for this project will 
be to identify, describe and analyse succinctly five (5) connected artefacts of the Middle 
Ages or Medievalism, along with introductory and concluding sections. This project may 
expand on your pop culture commentary (no. 3) or may take a new direction entirely (if 
the later, please discuss your new topic with me first).  

 
Requirements 
 
1. Students are expected to attend lectures read assigned readings, and participate fully in 

class discussions, exercises and activities. Assignments are expected to reflect an 
understanding of the readings assigned and the themes discussed in class.  

 
2. Students must have access to cuLearn and cuPortfolio. All email contact with the 

professor must be via the university email account. You should login regularly to 
cuLearn for class updates. 

 
3. All students must abide by Carleton regulations on academic honesty. Fail to be 

academically upright, and I will get medieval on your a**. 
 
4. Students must read the syllabus completely and thoroughly. To demonstrate you have 

done so, please email me a picture of your favourite castle. 
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Lecture Calendar 
 

Date 
 
08/09 
 
 
13/09 
 
15/09 
 
 
19/09 
 
20/09 
& 22/09 
 
27/09 
& 29/09 
 
 
04/10 
& 06/10 
 
11/10 
& 13/10 
 
 
18/10 
& 20/10 
 
 
25/10 
& 27/10 
 
01/11 
& 03/11 
 
Optional 
Evening 
 
08/11 
& 10/11 
 
15/11 
& 17/11 
 
 
 

Topic 
 
Course Introduction: What is MEMS? 
No readings. Come prepared to talk about what drew you to the time period. 

 
I say Middle Ages, you say Game of Thrones (AKA Are Goths Gothic?) 

 
The Commercial Middle Ages: Ads, products and other medievalisms secretly 
slipping into your consciousness. 

 
MOVIE NIGHT:   King Arthur (2004)                                  630pm 

 
Understanding Pop Culture and its Tropes of Medievalism 
How pop culture medievalism limits how you think about the Middle Ages 
 
King Arthur as Medieval/ Modern Cultural Icon of Britain 
King Arthur (2004) as case study for major tropes of medievalism  
The history of the his-story of King Arthur 

 
What is the “Real” Middle Ages? 
Veracity and authenticity in pop culture and academic medievalism 

 
Heroes, Knights and Manly Men 
How Queen Victoria’s coronation lead to the birth of modern Arthurian “chivalry” 
(also helped by the newfound popularity of historical fiction). 
 
Comely Maidens Reconsidered: 
How a Bunch of 19th-century (male) Hipsters Remade Modern Femininity through 
Gorgeous Arthurian Artwork (much to the detriment of actual women…) 
 
Fall Reading Week 

 
 
Reviving the Gothic Church: 
Walpole, Pugin and the Nineteenth-Century Fascination with the Gothic  
 
Notre Dame Basilica trip                                                      Date TBA 
 
 
Why Can’t We All Just Get Along? Religious Toleration and the Middle Ages 
Religion and Superstition and Saracen Princesses 

 
Did Black knights exist?  
The Question of Race in Fantasy and History 
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Optional 
Evening 
 
22/11 
& 24/11 
 
29/11 
& 01/12 
 
06/12 
& 08/12 
 
 
 

 
 
The Feudal system: Gaming medieval politics and economics    Date TBA 
Play medieval-themed board games to understand medieval economics… 
 
The Medieval Nation = a Modern Imagined Community 
Aleksandr Nevskiy and the Russian patria / matria. 

 
The Development of Academic Medieval Studies 
Why is it even possible that we study what we do in a modern university? 

 
Dealing with ambiguity: how to use evidence 
Trip to Carleton Archives and Research Collection to play with manuscripts 
 
 

  
 
 

REGULATIONS COMMON TO ALL MEMS COURSES 
 
COPIES OF WRITTEN WORK SUBMITTED 
Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, written assignments or take-
home tests submitted in your courses. 
 
PLAGIARISM 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include: 
 

o reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source;  

o submitting a take home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else;  

o using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or 
ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

o using another’s data or research findings;  
o failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works  and/or failing to use quotation marks;  
o handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without  prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission 
occurs."  Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the 
course’s instructor. The Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous 
investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a 
piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. They can include a final 
grade of "F" for the course.   
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COURSE SHARING WEBSITES and COPYRIGHT   
Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, discussions, presentations, 
etc., by both instructors and students, are copy protected and remain the intellectual 
property of their respective author(s). All course materials, including PowerPoint 
presentations, outlines, and other materials, are also protected by copyright and remain the 
intellectual property of their respective author(s).  Students registered in the course may take 
notes and make copies of course materials for their own educational use only. Students are 
not permitted to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course materials publicly for 
commercial or non-commercial purposes without express written consent from the copyright 
holder(s).   
 
STATEMENT ON CLASS CONDUCT   
The Carleton University Human Rights Policies and Procedures affirm that all members of 
the University community share a responsibility to:  
 

• promote equity and fairness,  
• respect and value diversity,  
• prevent discrimination and harassment, and  
• preserve the freedom of its members to carry out responsibly their scholarly work 

without  threat of interference.  
 
Carleton University Equity Services states that “every member of the University 
community has a right to study, work and live in a safe environment free of 
discrimination or harassment”. [In May of 2001 Carleton University’s Senate and Board of 
Governors approved the Carleton University Human Rights Policies and Procedures. The 
establishment of these policies and procedures was the culmination of the efforts of the 
Presidential Advisory Committee on Human Rights and a Human Rights Implementation 
Committee.] 
 
GRADING SYSTEM 
Letter grades assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents: 
A+ = 90-100 (12)  A = 85-89 (11)  A - = 80-84 (10)  
B+ = 77-79 (9)  B = 73-76 (8)   B - = 70-72 (7)  
C+ = 67-69 (6)  C = 63-66 (5)  C - = 60-62 (4)  
D+ = 57-59 (3)  D = 53-56 (2)   D - = 50-52 (1) 
F Failure.   No academic credit  
 
WDN    Withdrawn from the course 
ABS    Absent from the final examination 
DEF    Official deferral (see "Petitions to Defer") 
FND  Failure with no deferred exam allowed -- assigned only when the 

student has failed the course on the basis of inadequate term work as 
specified in the course outline. 

 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
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WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT ACADEMIC PENALTY 
The last date to withdraw from Fall term courses is December 9, 2016. 
 
REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term 
because of disability, pregnancy or religious obligations. Please review the course outline 
promptly and write to the instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist. 
 
Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must register 
with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a formal evaluation of 
disability-related needs. Documented disabilities could include but are not limited to 
mobility/physical impairments, specific Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/psychological 
disabilities, sensory disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and 
chronic medical conditions. Registered PMC students are required to contact the PMC, 613-
520-6608, every term to ensure that your Instructor receives your Letter of Accommodation, 
no later than two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you only require accommodations for your formally scheduled 
exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for accommodations to PMC by November 
11, 2016 for the fall term. You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and 
to obtain more detailed information on academic accommodation at 
http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation 
 
PETITIONS TO DEFER 
Students unable to complete a final term paper or write a final examination because of 
illness or other circumstances beyond their control or whose performance on an examination 
has been impaired by such circumstances may apply within five working days to the 
Registrar's Office for permission to extend a term paper deadline or to write a deferred 
examination. The request must be fully and specifically supported by a medical certificate or 
other relevant documentation. Only deferral petitions submitted to the Registrar's Office 
will be considered. 
 
ADDRESSES (613-520-2600, phone ext.) 

• MEMS Undergraduate Coordinator, Marc Saurette (2831) 447 PA  
• Registrar’s Office (3500) 300 Tory  
• Student Academic Success Centre (7850) 302 Tory  
• Paul Menton Centre (6608) 500 Unicentre  
• Learning Support Services – Study Skills, Writing Tutorial Service (1125) 4th floor 

of MacOdrum Library  
 


