
 

 

PHIL 1301: Mind, World, and Knowledge 
 
0.5 credit. Introduction to a variety of philosophical works, including 
contemporary, on such topics as: the nature of being, the mental, the external, 
consciousness, perception, experience, meaning, truth, the nature of 
knowledge, scientific understanding, and how language and thought represent 
the world. 

 

Winter Term 2026 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
1:05—2:25 p.m. 
 

David Matheson 
Department of Philosophy 

david.matheson@carleton.ca 

 

 Office hours: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

2:45—3:45 p.m. 
  

Overview & Objectives 
 
This course will introduce you to a number of issues in two main areas of philosophy: epistemology and 
the philosophy of mind. Epistemology is concerned with what knowledge is (particularly in so far as it is 
contrasted with mere opinion or superstitious belief), how we get it, and whether we really have as much 
of it as we ordinarily think we do. The philosophy of mind focuses on the character of the mind (as the 
thing that has knowledge) and how it relates to the body. Some of the issues we will explore in the course, 
such as skepticism about the external world and free will, fall squarely into one or the other of these two 
main areas. Other issues we will explore, such as the problem of other minds and naturalism, fall just 
about equally into both areas.    

There are two main objectives in this course. The first is to give you a good, basic understanding of 
the key issues in epistemology and the philosophy of mind.  The second is to develop your capacity to 
think for yourself, critically and philosophically, about such issues. 
 
Textbook 
 
The following textbook will guide our lectures and discussions in the course: 
 

Brook, A. & R. Stainton. (2000). Knowledge and mind: A philosophical introduction. Cambridge, MA: 
MIT Press. 

 
Because our MacOdrum University Library provides you with free access to a digital copy of this book, 
you are not required to purchase textbooks or other learning materials for this course.  
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To access the textbook, simply visit the library’s webpage at https://library.carleton.ca/ and do a 
keyword search in the top search bar for “Brook+Stainton+‘Knowledge and Mind’.” You will find a link 
to the book through Cognet Library Books. 
 
Evaluation 
 
Test 1 = 30% 
Test 2 = 40% 
In-person Essay = 30% 
 
Tests 
 
Throughout the winter term you will be expected to take two scheduled tests, one on Thursday, January 
29 at 1:05 p.m. and the other on Tuesdsay, March 3 at 1:05 p.m. You will have one hour to complete 
each test. The first test will be worth 30% of your overall grade, the second 40%. 

Because these tests will be online (you’ll take them on Brightspace), you won’t need to come to class 
for them. But note that you must take the tests at the scheduled times online; you won’t be able to take 
them afterwards, and missing one of these tests is like missing a formally scheduled exam. Test times 
cannot be tailored to individual student personal (including work or travel) schedules. This includes 
situations where students register in the class late without consulting me: they too must take the tests at 
the scheduled times, and it is their responsibility to make up as best they can for the lectures they have 
missed.  

In keeping with the main objective of the course, the purpose of these tests is to ensure that you have 
a good understanding of the issues so-far discussed in the course and are developing your capacity for 
cogent philosophical reflection. Each test will consist of a number of multiple-choice questions as well as 
a brief essay-style question. The tests are based on what I discuss in the lectures, so your best study guides 
for the tests will be the notes you take about lectures. 

Despite being online, these tests will be closed-book. By taking them, accordingly, you will be giving 
your word that you will not consult any notes, slides, books, friends, websites, or other external sources 
of information for their duration. Please also note, especially, that you are not permitted to make any 
use whatsoever generative artificial intelligence, such as ChatGPT, when writing these tests (e.g., when 
answering the brief-essay questions). If I acquire evidence that you have made use of generative AI on 
these tests, I will treat it as a suspected violation of academic integrity, per Section 1.3 of the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences guidelines on Academic Integrity and Academic Offences, which may be 
found at: https://carleton.ca/FASS-FPA-teaching-regulations/academic-integrity-and-academic-
offences/#sect1.3.  
 
In-person Essay 
 
You will also be expected to write an in-person essay for the course. The essay will be approximately 
two to three times the length of the brief-essays you write for the tests, but otherwise just the same. You 
will write this essay in class on Tuesday, March 24 at 1:05 p.m. Unlike the tests, then, the in-person essay 
requires that you come to class to write it. At the start of that class, I will provide you with a couple of 
questions to choose from; you will choose one of these questions and write your entire essay on that. You 
will have up to one hour to write the essay. 
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There is no final examination for this course. 
 
Schedule 
 
The left column of the following table lists the scheduled weeks of class for the term. The centre column 
indicates the topics I plan to address in my lectures for each of those weeks. In the right column are the 
readings from the text corresponding to these topics. This is all meant as only a rough guide, however; 
chances are good that we will fall behind or move ahead of the scheduled discussions at various points, 
and the best way for you keep up when we do is to make sure that you attend the lectures regularly. 

Because I will be away at an academic conference at the time, there will be no in-person class on 
March 26. In lieu of my in-person lecture that day, I will post a video lecture (or other online material) 
for you to consider in relation to the day’s lecture topic. 
 

January 6 Introducing epistemology and the philosophy 
of mind; basics of philosophical reasoning 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 1 

January 8 
 

Skepticism about the external world 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 2, pp. 1-20  
 

January 13 
 

Skepticism about the external world 
(continued) 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 2, pp. 20-29 
 

January 15 
 

The Gettier problem for the traditional 
analysis of knowledge 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 2, pp. 29-31 
 

January 20 Knowledge of language  
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 3, pp. 33-42 

January 22 
 

Knowledge of language (continued) 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 3, pp. 42-49 

January 27 
 

Language and thought 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 3, pp. 49-56 
 

January 29 Test 1  
 

 

February 3 
 

Dualism and materialism about the mind Brook & Stainton, Chapter 4, pp. 63-66, 68-
72, 79-95 
 

February 5 
 

Resisting the scientific image: Traditional 
arguments for dualism 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 5, pp. 103-108 
 

February 10 
 

Resisting the scientific image: Traditional 
arguments for dualism (continued) 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 5, pp. 108-120 

February 12 
 

The mind-body problem 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 4, pp. 66-68 
 

February 17 
 

Winter Break  
 

 

February 19 Winter Break  
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February 24 
 

The specter of eliminativist materialism 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 4, pp. 95-101 
 

February 26 
 

The mark of the mental  

March 3 Test 2  
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 4, pp. 73-79 

March 5 
 

Free will, determinism, and responsibility Brook & Stainton, Chapter 6, pp. 135-141 
 

March 10 Free will, determinism, and responsibility 
(continued) 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 6, pp. 141-162 
 

March 12 
 

The problem of other minds 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 7, pp. 165-168 
 

March 17 
 

The problem of other minds (continued) 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 7, pp. 170-183 
 

March 19 Self-knowledge and introspection 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 7, pp. 168-170 & 
184-187 
 

March 24 In-person Essay  
 

 

March 26 
 

Naturalism in the philosophy of mind and 
epistemology 
 
(No in-person class.) 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 8, pp. 189-207; 
Chapter 5, pp. 120-126 
 

March 31 
 

Naturalistic challenges: Mind and meaning 
 

Brook & Stainton, Chapter 8, pp. 207-18 
 

April 2 
 

Naturalistic challenges: Knowledge and value  
 

 

April 7 
 

Naturalistic challenges: the claim of 
widespread irrationality 
 

 

 

Please see the following three pages for relevant departmental and university-wide policies. 
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