PHIL 3104: The Roots of Analytic Philosophy
0.5 credit. In the context of the work of such writers as Frege and Bradley, a
discussion of early philosophical works of Russell, Moore and Wittgenstein.
In addition some early representatives of positivism and pragmatism may be
examined.
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Overview & objectives
What we now call analytic philosophy developed out of the work of some key figures in early 20th century
philosophy. In this course we will explore the metaphysical and epistemological work of five of these
figures: G.E. Moore, Bertrand Russell, Gottlob Frege, Susan Stebbing, and Ludwig Wittgenstein.
After setting the stage with a consideration of prominent idealist views of the day, we will look at
Moore’s critique of those views and corresponding defense of commonsensical alternatives. We will then
turn our attention to Russell’s logical atomism and Frege’s logical realism. In the final section of the
course, we will consider Stebbing’s and Wittgenstein’s concerns about the commitments and implications
of the emerging analytic approach to philosophy.
The course has two main objectives. The first is to give you a good understanding of the relevant work
by Moore, Russell, Frege, Stebbing, and Wittgenstein. The second, equally important objective, is to
enhance your ability to assess the advantages and drawbacks of analytic philosophy in the light of your
understanding of this work.

Readings & texts
All of the readings for this course will be accessible to you either online or through or library’s digital
holdings, except for the following required text, which is available for purchase at the University
Bookstore:
Wittgenstein, L. ([1933—35] 1965). The blue and brown books. New York: Harper & Row.
The remaining online/digital readings are as follows:
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Berkeley, G. ([1710] 2009), Introduction & “Of the principles of human knowledge, §§1—33. A
treatise concerning the principles of human knowledge. Project Gutenberg.
(http://www.gutenberg.org/files/4723/4723-h/4723-h.htm)
Bradley, F.H. ([1893] 2013). Introduction & Chapter IV. Appearance and reality: A metaphysical essay.
Wikisource. (http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Appearance_and_Reality)
Frege, G. ([1892] 1948). Sense and reference, trans. by M. Black, The Philosophical Review, 57, 209—
30.
—. ([1918] 1956). The thought: A logical inquiry, trans. by A.M. & M. Quinton, Mind, 65, 289—
311.
Kant, I. ([1787] 1998). Refutation of idealism. The critique of pure reason, trans. by P. Guyer & A.W.
Wood (B274—79, pp. 326—29). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Moore, G.E. (1903). The refutation of idealism. Mind, 12, 433—53.
—. (1917). The conception of reality. Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society (New Series), 18, 101—20.
—. (1925). A defence of common sense. J.H. Muirhead (ed.), Contemporary British philosophy, second
series: Personal statements (pp. 191—224). London: George Allen & Unwin.
—. (1939). Proof of an external world. Proceedings of the British Academy, 25, 273—300.
Russell, B. (1918—19). The philosophy of logical atomism. The Monist: An International Journal of
General Philosophical Inquiry, 28, 495—527; 29, 32—63 & 190—222 & 345—380.
Stebbing, S. (1932). The method of analysis in metaphysics. Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, 33,
65—94.
—. (1937). The common reader and the popularizing scientist. In Philosophy & the physicists (pp. 3—
18). London: Metheun & Co. [Available through the library’s HathiTrust subscription.]

Evaluation
Tests (2x30% = 60% of overall grade). There will be two tests in this course, both delivered on
Brightspace. These tests will be no longer than one hour each, and they will consist of multiple-choice
and brief essay questions. The first test will be on October 4, the second on November 24.
Term paper (40% of overall grade). You will also be expected to write a term paper in the course. The
paper will be approximately ten pages (or 3,000 words) in length. Topic options for the paper will be
posted on Brightspace by the final day of classes. The essay will be due electronically on or before the
final day of the fall term examination period, December 23.

Schedule
The centre column of the following table indicates the general lecture topics corresponding to the weekly
class times listed in the left column. The right column indicates the specific readings I will discuss in
relation to those general topics.

Sept 8

The idealist background

Berkeley, Introduction & Of the principles of
human knowledge, §§1—33

Sept 13 & 15

The idealist background (cont’d)

Bradley, Introduction & Chapter IV
Kant, Refutation of idealism
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Sept 20 & 22

Moore’s critique & defense

Moore, The refutation of idealism
Moore, The conception of reality

Sept 27 & 29

Moore’s critique & defense (cont’d)

Moore, Proof of an external world
Moore, A defence of common sense

Oct 4 & 6

Oct 4: First Test
Russell’s logical atomism

Oct 11 & 13

Russell, The philosophy of logical atomism,
lectures I—II

Oct 11: Thanksgiving
Russell’s logical atomism (cont’d)

Russell, The philosophy of logical atomism,
lectures III—IV

Oct 18 & 20

Russell’s logical atomism (cont’d)

Russell, The philosophy of logical atomism,
lectures V—VIII

Oct 25 & 27

Fall Break

Nov 1 & 3

Frege’s logical realism

Frege, Sense and reference

Nov 8 & 10

Frege’s logical realism (cont’d)

Frege, The thought: A logical inquiry

Nov 15 & 17

Stebbing’s insights

Stebbing, The method of analysis in
metaphysics

Nov 22 & 24

Stebbing’s insights (cont’d)

Stebbing, The common reader and the
popularizing scientist

Nov 24: Second Test
Nov 29—Dec 1

Wittgenstein’s doubts

Wittgenstein, The blue book [selections]

Dec 6 & 8

Wittgenstein’s doubts (cont’d)

Wittgenstein, The brown book [selections]

Dec 23

Term paper due
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